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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The first chapter of this research present several topics. Those are  the background 

of the study, the statement of the problem, the purpose of the study, the significance of 

the study, the scope and limitation and the definition of key terms. Each section is 

presented as follows. 

1.1. Background of the Study 

 As social creature, people need a language to communicate each other. Based on 

Wardhaugh (2006:1), a language is what the members of particular society speak. When 

two or more people communicate with each other in speech, it can be called as system of 

communication. Therefore, a language is a part of life that is necessity in order to 

accomplish the need. Language is a thing that cannot be separated from human activities 

since it is a mean of expressing what they want and feel. In conclusion, language is very 

important for people to get through life, so they can understand people by communicating 

one another. 

English nowadays has become an international language that is spoken by most 

people over the world. It has been used by many developed and developing countries as 

their second language to get through life. In formal school, English is one of the subjects 

that must be provided by school. There are four skills that must be thought in line. They 

are writing, reading, listening, and speaking. Each skill has a different objective that has 

to be reached in order to master English language. Among four skills in English, speaking 
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is the most essential skill to study since it is an indicator that language learners master the 

target language. However, looking through condition in our country, it shows that only 

few students can speak the target language with any confidence though they have learned 

the language for years. 

In class, speaking involves interaction between teacher and students and between 

student and student. Consequently, teacher is expected to take some preparation, such 

planning to set classroom activities, organizing classroom, assessing the learners’ ability, 

and evaluating the teaching learning process. Therefore, to make teaching speaking 

interesting more and easy to understand, the teacher should use some techniques 

effectively, one of it is through debate. 

Debate can be one of the ways for the speaking teachers who feel their teaching 

is not attractive and the low ability to make their students to be more productive during 

learning process. According to James (2002), debate is known as a speaking situation in 

which opposite points of view are presented and argued. Debate is about real or simulated 

issues. The students’ roles ensure that they have adequate shared knowledge about the 

issue and different opinions or interest to defend. At the end of activity, they may have to 

reach a concrete decision or put the issue to a vote.Therefore, the researcher found that 

debate was a challenging and highly rewarding activity for those who were involved. It 

has been argued that debate allows students to share and cooperate with one another. 

 A previous study was conducted by Wiwitanto (2010). He concluded that debate 

applied to teach students class XI students of senior high school was an effective 

technique. It could encourage the students to explore their knowledge as well as to speak 

and it was proven by the statistical result analysis of pre and post test that by using debate 
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to teach speaking could improve the Students’ speaking skill. The T – test result (13.64) 

was higher than table (1.55) at 0.05 alpha level of significant. 

 Based on the previous research above, the researcher implements debate 

technique in order to improve students’ speaking skill. Based on the preliminary study, 

thestudents of XI.A Class of SMAN 1 Ngoro Mojokerto were chosen as their speaking 

achievement was poor and less interest of English. Their score on speaking are not be 

able to reach the minimum criteria of completeness (KKM) which is 75. Their average 

score was 73. Therefore, the researcher conducts this study under the title “The 

Implementation of Debate Technique to Improve Students’ Speaking Ability at SMAN 1 

NgoroMojokerto”.  

1.2. Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, the researcher formulates the 

statement of problem: How is debate technique implemented to improve students’ 

speaking ability at SMAN 1 Ngoro Mojokerto? 

 

1.3. Purpose of the Study 

In line with the statement of problem, the aim of the study is the implementation 

of “debate technique” to improve students’ speaking ability at SMAN 1 Ngoro 

Mojokerto. 

1.4. Significance of Study 

 This research is expected to be able to give contribution reference to several 

circumstances. For the teacher, it can be reference for the teacher to use debate technique 

as an alternative technique for regular learning and improve the skills and competencies of  
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teachers in implementing the learning process to be more interesting. For the students, this 

technique is able to help the students to increase their speaking skill and motivate them to 

be more confident to use English to communicate and be able to involve actively in 

teaching and learning process. 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is to improve students’ speaking ability through debate. 

Its limit is on the XIA class of SMAN 1 Ngoro Mojokerto. 

1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

 To avoid some misunderstanding, some key terms used in this research are 

defined: 

1. Speaking 

Speaking is verbal use of language to communicate with others (Fulcher, 2003). 

2. Debate 

Debate is known as a speaking situation in which opposite points of view are 

presented and argued (James, 2002).  
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