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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In order to report this present study, the researcher will reveal the 

introduction section in this chapter. This chapter consists of background of study, 

statement of the problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation, and definition of key terms. Each section will be explained as 

follows: 

1.1 Background of Study 

In this new era of education reform, the mode of teaching English has 

obviously changed from Teacher-Centered Approach to Learner-Centered 

Approach which focuses on practical and interesting teaching-learning process. 

Cooperative Learning emerges as an appropriate set of instructional methods in 

which students work in small and mixed- ability learning group in order to 

accomplish a common learning goal (Slavin, 1985). Moreover, Kagan (2009, 

p.3.2) cites “Cooperative learning has a positive impact on classroom climate, 

student self-esteem, empathy, internal locus of control, role-taking abilities, time 

on task, attendance, acceptance of mainstreamed students, and liking for school 

and learning”. Therefore, as a realization of Learner-Centered Approach, 

Cooperative Learning is expected to create more practical, active and motivating 

teaching-learning practice. 

According to Harmer (2002), the four skills in learning English are divided 

into two types which are receptive skill (reading and listening) and productive 

skill (writing and speaking). From those language skills, reading is important skill 
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because it is a tool to access information worldwide. In academic setting, reading 

is assumed to be the central means for learning new information and gaining 

access to alternative explanations and interpretations (Grabe and Stoller, 2001). In 

addition, Woolley (2011, p.15) states "Reading comprehension is the process of 

making meaning from text". Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded 

that reading is a primary activity of people to gain information by comprehending 

the written text and it is important to be learnt in order to master all of the four 

skills of English. 

Ironically, reading becomes a difficult lesson for some students to 

comprehend it. It also becomes the tedious lesson because of some techniques, 

methods, strategies and even approaches that used by teacher in teaching learning 

process are not precise and unattractive. Alternatively, the successful of teaching 

learning process especially in reading subject can be done through the use of 

various innovative teaching strategies or approaches. For that reason, the teacher 

needs an appropriate solution to achieve the goals of teaching-learning reading.  

The researcher tries to investigate the implementation of Cooperative 

Learning in improving the students’ reading comprehension. The investigation 

can start from observing the teaching and learning process in the classroom, 

giving the pre-test to both experimental and control class, giving the treatment of 

Cooperative Learning to only the experimental class, giving the post-test to both 

classes, and finally analyzing the students’ score as result of the research. Think-

Pair Share activity is the selected technique that will be used in implementing the 

Cooperative Learning method. Think Pair Share is one of the 
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CooperativeLearning Techniques in which students work together to solve a 

problem or answer an assigned reading question. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

The researcher formulates one research question from the problem 

exposed in order to shape the focus of this present study. The research question is 

formulated as below: 

Do the English learners who are taught using Cooperative Learning through Think 

Pair Share Technique achieve better comprehension in reading subject compare to 

those who are not?  

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Aligned with the formulated research questions, one purpose of the study 

is becoming the target of the present study. The purpose of the study is to reveal 

how the Cooperative Learning through Think Pair Share Technique gives clearly 

comprehension and better achievement in students’ reading subject. 

1.4 Hypothesis 

Null hypothesis (Ho)  : The implementation of Cooperative Learning 

through Think Pair Share Technique does not 

provide better result and clearly comprehension 

in students’ reading subject. 

Alternative hypothesis (Ha) : The implementation of Cooperative Learning 

through Think-Pair Share Technique provides 

better result and clearly comprehension in 

students’ reading subject. 
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1.5 Significance of the Study 

The researcher has divided the significance of the study into two types, 

those are theoretical and practical. The results of the study are estimated can 

provide some advantages for several people who are correlated to this study.  

1. Theoretical Significance 

The theoretical significance of this research is expected to give 

information about one of cooperative learning techniques, which is Think Pair 

Share Technique in teaching and learning reading subject. It is also expected to 

motivate students and teacher in teaching and learning process. 

2. Practical Significance 

The result of this study is expected to enrich the knowledge of the teachers 

about Think Pair Share Technique in teaching reading subject. If the results show 

that students who have learnt using Think Pair Share Technique achieve better 

result in reading comprehension, the teacher hopefully can apply it continuously 

so that the students can learn in a lively teaching and learning process. 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this present study focuses on analyzing whether the 

implementation of Cooperative Learning through Think-Pair Share Technique 

shows a better result in students’ reading comprehension and achievement. The 

researcher focuses the research about student’s reading comprehension in factual 

report text. Moreover, this study limits on two classes of 12th grades students of 

MA Al-Ittihad which have equal proficiency and been taught by the same teacher 

in academic year 2016/2017. 
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1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

To evade the confusion, the researcher would like to provide some 

definitions of key terms which have interrelated with this study. The researcher 

hopes these definitions will assist the readers to understand this real study. The 

definition fitted in with statement of problem. 

Cooperative Learning :  Cooperative Learning is part of a group of 

teaching/learning method where students interact with 

each other to acquire and practice the elements of a 

subject matter and to meet common learning goals. It is 

more than just putting students into groups and hoping 

for the best (Macpherson, 2007, p.1) 

Think Pair Share  : Think-Pair-Shareis a cooperative learning technique 

that has three parts to the process – student think about 

a question or an issue, they talk with a partner about 

their thoughts, then some students share their 

discussion and thinking with the class (Ledlow, 2001). 

Reading comprehension  : Process of simultaneously extracting and constructing 

meaning from the text (Woolley, 2011, p.15) 

This chapter has clarified some information which already covers the 

discussion of background of study, statement of the problem, purpose of the 

study, significance of the study, scope and limitation and definition of key terms. 

In order to make it supported, the following chapter will discuss on the review of 

related literature. Therefore, chapter II will be reported next. 

 


