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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter provides some basic and prominent theories of the study, those are: teaching 

speaking, component of speaking, speaking learning activities, the difficulties of Learning 

Speaking, students’ strategies in learning speaking, teacher’s strategies in teaching speaking, 

English for specific purpose. 

2.1 Teaching Speaking 

Speaking skill is very important for the students in order to be able to communicate with 

other people efficiently. Fulcher (2003) states “Speaking is the verbal use of language to 

communicate with others, the focus of its skill is to increase the students’ ability to communicate 

in the target language”. Ur (1996) also mentioned that people who know a language are referred 

to as “speakers” of that language as if speaking included all other kind of knowing. Speaking skill 

is very important to be learned, because by mastering speaking, we also master the language. 

Speaking is not only to produce sound of words or sentences but also to express our idea, opinions, 

and everything that we want to say to others in order to prevent misunderstandings and problems. 

Therefore, teaching speaking to the students is very important part of learning a language because 

the ability of the students in speaking clearly and efficiently can give contribution to their 

successfulness in school and also in every phase of live.  

In Indonesia, English is a foreign language that is learned and taught mostly in the class 

and many students only get the chance to practice their speaking with their teacher and classmate 

in the classroom. After finishing class, they almost never practicing their English. Therefore, 

teaching speaking is not easy because the teacher have to provide the best method and strategies 
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to improve students’ ability in speaking in the limited time in the classroom. Teacher also have to 

be able to increase students’ motivation in learning speaking because learner motivation makes 

teaching and learning more infinitely easier and more pleasant (Ur, 1996). 

A teacher has an important role in teaching and learning proses. Therefore, the teacher 

should be able to create a conducive activities in learning speaking in which can improve the 

students’ ability in practicing their speaking skill. If the students do not learn how to speak or do 

not get any opportunity to speak in the language classroom, they may soon lose their interest in 

learning. On the other hand, if the right activities are taught in the right way, speaking in class can 

be a lot of fun, raising general motivation and making the English language classroom a fun and 

dynamic place to be. 

2.2 Component of Speaking 

 There are three component of speaking which should be mastered by students in order to 

be a good speaker of a language. They are: 

a) Pronunciation 

The outer manifestation of speech is sound. The speaker must first decide what to say, be 

able to articulate the words, and create the physical sounds that carry meaning. 

Second language learners therefore need knowledge of the language they wish to speak, an 

understanding of the phonetic structure of the language at the level of the individual word, and 

understanding of intonation (Fulcher, 2003). 

b) Grammar 
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Like most words in our language, the word “grammar” is used in several different senses. 

It may mean a particular kind of book, a textbook for learning a language, or a reference of book 

for looking up various point of usage. Grammar is a description of the language form and pattern 

we use in communication. According to Ur (1996), grammar is sometimes defined as ‘the way 

words are put together to make correct sentences’. 

Harmer (2007) mentions that grammar is partly the study of what forms or structure are 

possible in language. Therefore a grammar is a description of the rules that govern how a 

language’s sentences are formed. In additional, he also states that since a necessary knowledge of 

grammar is essential for competence user of language, it is clearly for students. Obviously, for 

example, they need to know that verbs in third person singular have an ‘s’ ending in the present 

simple (e.g. ‘she sings’,‘he eats’, ‘it takes’). They also need to know that modal auxiliaries are 

followed by bare infinitives without ‘to’ so that they can eventually avoid making mistakes like 

‘ he must to go’. 

c) Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is one of important component in language acquisition. We cannot 

communicate without mastering an adequate number of vocabularies. Vocabulary can be defined, 

roughly, as the words we teach in the foreign language (Ur, 1996). However, a new item of 

vocabulary may be more than a single word: for example, post office and mother-in-law, which 

are made up of two or three words but express a single idea. 

2.3 Speaking Learning Activities 

Activities of learning should be conducted to develop the students’ ability in speaking. 

These activities can involve some styles. Kayi (2006) stated that there are some activities can be 



9 
 

done in the classroom to promote speaking; they are discussions, role play, simulations, 

information gap, brainstorming, story-telling, and interview, story completion, playing card, 

picture narrating, picture describing, and finding the difference. 

1. Discussion 

After a content-based lesson, a discussion can be held for various reasons. The students 

may aim to arrive at a conclusion, share ideas about an event, or find solutions in their discussion 

groups. Before the discussion starting, the teacher sets the purpose of discussions. So, students 

cannot spend their times chatting with each other. 

2. Role Play and Simulations 

In role play activities, students are ordered to become what character are them in those 

conditions, certainly also about speaking in that conditions. 

Simulations are more realistic than role play because students could bring the materials 

which are needed. For example, the simulations tell about one condition in the hospital, some 

students bring stethoscopes. 

Many students derive great from simulation and role play. Students simulate a real-life 

encounter (such as a business meeting, an encounter in an aeroplane cabin, or an interview) as if 

they were doing so on real world, either as themselves in that making meeting or aeroplane, or 

taking on the role of a character different from themselves or with thought and feelings they do 

not necessarily share. Stimulation and role play can be used to encourage general oral fluency, or 

to train students for specific situations especially where they are studying ESP (Harmer, 2001) 
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  According to Jones in (Harmer, 2001), the simulation will be working if have the 

characteristics such as: 

a. Reality of function: the students must not think of themselves as students but as real participation 

in that situation. 

b. A simulated environment: for example, the teacher tell the students that the classroom is an 

airport check-in area. 

c. Structure: the students must see how the activity is constructed and they must be given the 

necessary information carry out the simulation effectively.  

3. Information Gap 

Information gap is pair activity which each of them has the information to be told to their 

partner, and so on. 

4. Brainstorming 

Students can express an idea from the topic which is given by teacher quickly because it 

has limited time. Students can share their ideas by brainstorming activity. 

5. Story Telling 

Students tell (tell or story) a story which they have ever heard or their own story. By 

storytelling, students can improve their speaking ability and attention from the class. 

6.  Interviews 

In the interview, teacher gives rubric to the students as type of questions and students should 

prepare the questions by their own self. So, students do not only speak English in the class, but 

also out of class. The result of the interview will be reported in front of the class. 
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7. Story Completion 

This is free – speaking activity for which students sit in a circle. In this activity, teacher 

starts to tell a story. After few sentences he or she stops narrating. Then, each student starts to 

narrate from the point where the story is stop. Each student is supposed to add from four to ten 

sentences. Students can add new characters, events, descriptions and so on. 

8. Playing Cards 

 In this game, students should form groups of four. Each group guess a coin and the winner 

has a chance to represent a topic. 

For instance: 

- Diamond: earning money 

- Hearts: love and relationship 

- Spades: an unforgettable memory 

- Clubs: best teacher 

Each student in a group will choose a card. Then, each student will write 4– 5 questions 

about those topic to ask the other people in group. The teacher should state at the very beginning 

of the activity that students are not allowed to prepare yes – no questions. Because by using yes – 

no questions, students get little practice in spoken English. 

9. Picture Narrating 

This activity is based on several sequential pictures. Students are asked to tell the story 

taking place in the sequential pictures by paying attention to the criteria provided by the teacher as 

a rubric. Rubric can include the vocabulary or structure needed to use while narrating. 
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10. Picture Describing 

In this section, student is given a picture, and then student is asked to describe what is in 

the picture. This activity can be done in a group, by using different picture in different groups. 

11. Find the Difference 

Another way to use picture is finding the differences. Students can work in pairs and each 

couple is given two different pictures and then they discuss the similarities and/or the differences 

in the pictures. 

In addition, Ur (1996), also mentioned the characteristic of successful speaking activity, 

they are: 

1. Learners talk a lot 

The students talk a lot then the teacher As much as possible of the period of time 

allotted to the activity is in fact occupied by learners talk.  

2. Participation is even 

Classroom discussion is not dominated by a minority of talk active participants but 

all get chance to speak, and contributions are fairly evenly distributed. 

3. Motivation is high 

Learners are eager to speak because they are interested in the topic and have something 

new to say about it, or because learners wants in contribute to achieve a task objective. 

4. Language is of an acceptable level 

Learners express themselves in utterances that are relevant, easily comprehensible to each 

other, and of acceptable level of language accuracy. 
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2.4 The Difficulties of Learning Speaking 

 Speaking skill is one of the skills that need more practice in order to be a good speaker as 

good as native speaker. However, in Indonesia, English is still a foreign language which the 

environment still does not support students to practice their English anytime. While in the school, 

students have limited time to learn English in class. This case brings problems for students in 

speaking. According to Ur (1996), there are some problems faced by students in learning speaking, 

they are: 

1. Inhibition 

Unlike reading, writing, and listening activities, speaking requires some degree of real-

time exposure to an audience. Learners are often inhibited about trying to say things in the 

classroom, worried about making mistakes, fearful of critics or losing face, or simply shy of the 

attention that their speech attracts. 

2. Nothing to say 

Even if they are not inhibited, you often hear learners complain that they cannot think of 

anything to say, they have no motivation to express themselves beyond the guilty feeling that they 

should be speaking. 

3. Low or uneven participation 

Only one participant can talk at a time if he or she is to be heard; and in the large group 

this means that each one will have only very little talking time. This problem is compounded by 

the tendency of some learners to dominate, while others speak very little or not at all. 
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4. Mother-tongue used 

In classes where all, or a number of, the learners share the same mother tongue, they may 

tend to use it: because it is easier, because it feels unnatural to speak to one another in a foreign 

language, and because they feel less „exposed‟ if they are speaking their mother tongue. If they 

are talking in small groups it can be „quite difficult‟ to get some classes particularly he less 

disciplined or motivated ones to keep to the target language. 

2.5 Learners’ Strategy in Learning Speaking 

  There are many strategies to find the right way to be a good English language learner. 

Cahyono (1998) states that there are some strategies that can be applied by the learners in learning 

speaking, they are: 

1. Find the appropriate way in learning English 

The learners should find the appropriate way to learn English because if the learners knows 

what they want, they can improve or progress their study. If the way is found by themselves, the 

learners should keep this strategy and ignore other strategies. The learners should not be afraid to 

be persistent in using their strategy although it is different from what the teachers suggest. For 

example, if the learners want to increase their ability in pronunciation, they can drill by themselves, 

although there is no emphasizing in the class. 

2. Make a note the way to learn 

The learners try to make note or schedule to organize the vocabulary, grammar and 

pronunciation. This way is one of the ways to get successfully in learning English and also 

effective for the students. It can be conducted, start from study a new vocabulary in every day 
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3. Creative 

In this term, learners should be creative. It means the learners should drill themselves 

creatively and can be increased by experimental of language principles. For example, the learners 

try to apply what they have learned. Besides, the learners can make experiment to apply a new 

ways in using new vocabulary. 

4. Create speak opportunity 

The learners should be able to create a situation to express or apply what they have learned. 

The active learners can be more success than the passive learners. Because they not only depend 

on the teacher does. That is why this is quite significant to make the shyness disappear and disgust 

sense by making or joining with a certain situation where English can be applied directly. This 

situation can be done by doing the work class in  English, making communication and interaction 

to the teachers and others learners by using English, and trying to listen English language from tv, 

record, movie, broad news, or western song. 

5. Use donkey bridge 

Donkey Bridge is the way by using words organizing. There are many kinds of this 

principles, such as: learning by similar rhyme, collecting the words that begin with same letter 

(who, where,….etc.), joining the words physic (colour, shape,. . . etc), relating the words with the 

function (furniture) that can be categorized to sit, sleep,. . . etc, using opposites of the words based 

on the grammatical (adjective, verb, noun,. . . etc). So, the learners can memorize the words and 

use it related to the situation or context. 
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6. Learn from mistake 

Learning is a process, as learners realize that mistakes are a process of this study.    Learner 

can take evaluation from these mistakes. For speaking, it is better if learners do not focus on 

grammar because it can obstruct the fluency. 

7. Use the learners’ language knowledge 

If the learners know about the meaning of “flower garden” is “kebun bunga” not “bunga 

kebun”, it can be applied in another phrase or word. 

8. Use the context 

Meaning of a word or phrase is clarified by a certain sentences or social situation. The 

learners try to get the point of the massage, so the learners can understand what the speaker said. 

9. Study of a part as an unity 

In English language, there are phrase that cannot be clarified word by word, it means idiom. 

In this term, the learners should be able to study about the proverb, poem, a part of song, and so 

on. 

10. Study the regular speech 

Pupils can drill themselves to identify English language. For example how to begin 

communication, to say agree or disagree, to response something, and other speeches.   

2.6 Teacher’s Strategies in Teaching Speaking 

According to Ur (1996), there are some strategies to overcome the students’ difficulties in 

learning speaking: 
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1. Use group work 

  This increase the sheer amount of learner talk going on in a limited period of time and also 

lowers the inhibitions of learners who are unwilling to speak in front of the full class. In using 

group work, teacher may cannot supervise all learner speech in a group works and the learners 

may be sometimes slip into their native language, still, even the learner will use their mother 

tongue, the amount of the time remaining for positive, useful oral practice is still likely to be far 

more than in the full-class set-up. 

2. Base the activity on easy language 

One of the things that stops students from participating in a speaking activity is that they 

simply do not have enough English to be able to say what they need to. So, the level of language 

needed for a discussion should be lower than that used in intensive language learning activities in 

the same class. It should be easy recalled and produced by the students, so that they can speak 

fluency without hesitation. It is better to teach or review essential vocabulary before the activity is 

started.  

3. Make a careful choice of topic and task to stimulate interest 

On the whole, the clearer the purpose of the discussion the more motivated the students 

will be. The students will be more motivated in learning speaking if the teacher can give an 

interesting topic and task.  

4. Give some instruction or training in discussion skills 

When the teacher gives a task base on the group discussion, the teacher have to give the 

instructions to the students about their participation in the group discussion in beginning.  For 
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example: the teacher tells the learner to make sure that everyone in the group contributes in the 

discussion; choose a leader of the group to manage the member of the group.  

5. Keep students speaking the target language 

Besides choosing a leader of the group, the teacher also appoint a students to be a monitor 

of the group. This student will remind the members of the group to keep using the target language. 

Then, report to the teacher how well the group managed to keep to it. Even if there is no 

punishment, the existence of the students as the monitor will make the members of the group be 

more careful in speaking. 

2.7 English for Specific Purpose (ESP) 

English for Specific Purpose (ESP) is the subject based on designing course to meet 

learners need (Hutchinson and Waters, 1990). Students are seen to have different needs and 

interests, which would have an important influence on their motivation to learn and therefore on 

the effectiveness of their learning. This subject is useful for the students in order to improve their 

English based on their need. Materials draw on the topics and activities of that specific purpose, 

in many cases exploiting the methodology of the subject area or the profession (Nunan and Charter, 

2001). For example, an English course for engineers will use engineering situations to present 

relevant language and discourse; problem-solving activities (calculations, making 

recommendations) will probably also be used, since they draw on skills and abilities possessed by 

the students. Similarly, for the students of International relations, business English course will use 

case studies as these are widely used in business training. It must not, however, ESP is concerned 

with teaching language, discourse and relevant communication skills: it exploits topics and the 
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underlying methodology of the target discipline or profession to present language, discourse and 

skills  

There are some characteristics of ESP as follows: 

a. ESP is designed to meet the specific needs of the learner. 

b. ESP makes use of the underlying methodology and activities of the discipline it serves. 

c. ESP is centered on the language (grammar, lexis, and register), skills, discourse and genres 

appropriate to these activities (Dudley-Evans and St John 1998) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


