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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

In this chapter of study, the researcher elaborates some points: (1) research 

design, (2) research object, (3) research instrument, (4) data collection, and (5) 

data analysis. 

3.1 Research Design 

In this study, the researcher applies a descriptive quantitative research 

design. According to Creswell (2003), descriptive quantitative research is the 

measurement of sample at a current moment and simply describes it. The 

researcher describes the eminence of phenomena that is errors in writing a recount 

text by 10th grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. The main data of 

the study is students writing of recount text. 

3.2 Research Subject 

A population is all members of any well-defined class of people, events, or 

object from which the generalization is made (Ary, et.al, 2010). In this study, the 

population is all 10th grade students’ recount text writing in SMA Muhammadiyah 

1 Malang. There are 4 classes in 10th grade of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang; 

they are X-MIPA 1, X-MIPA 2, X-IPS 1 and X-IPS 2. The total number of 10th 

grade students is 86 students.  

Furthermore, Ary, et.al (2010) stated that sample is a small group which is a 

portion of a population. There are four types of probability sampling that a 

researcher most frequently uses in educational research, they are: simple random 

sampling, stratified sampling, systematic sampling and cluster sampling. In this 
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study, the researcher uses a cluster sampling which is the most convenient way to 

study the subject naturally. Cluster sampling is the sample in which the unit 

chosen is a group of individuals who are naturally together. The researcher 

chooses recount texts made by X-MIPA 1 students as a sample in which 12 

students are included. Also, the researcher chooses X-MIPA 1 as it is suggested 

by the English teacher.  The researcher only takes and uses students’ recount texts 

to be analyzed. 

3.3 Research Instrument 

 In this research, the instrument used by the researcher is documents. 

Document or content analysis is analyzing and interpreting recorded material 

which may be public records, textbooks, letters, films, tapes, diaries, themes, 

reports, or other documents (Ary, et.al, 2010). It can be classified into four 

categories: public records, personal documents, physical materials and researcher-

generated documents. This study applies researcher-generated documents where 

the documents are prepared for the researcher by the participants. The researcher 

earns documents from X-MIPA 1 of 10th grade students’ writing in recount text 

which has been asked by the English teacher to make its writing. As the focus, the 

researcher only takes students’ paper work in writing recount text which will be 

analyzed by the researcher. 
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3.4 Data Collection 

This part explains about the procedure that is conducted for the purpose of 

collecting information to answer the statement of problems. It will be done by 

doing some steps as follows:  

1. The researcher chooses X-MIPA 1 students’ recount text at SMA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang as the research object of this study based on the 

reason stated in population and sample. 

2. The researcher collects the recount text written by X-MIPA 1 students from the 

English teacher. 

3. The researcher analyses the errors of X-MIPA 1 students writing in recount 

text. 

3.5 Data Analysis 

According to Ary, et.al (2010), the researcher must face massive number of 

field notes, interview transcripts, audio recordings, video data, reflections, or 

information from documents which all of them must be examined ad interpreted 

when the researcher analyses the data. Furthermore, this study executes some 

steps in analyzing the data. They are mentioned as follows: 

1. The researcher reads the students’ recount text writing. 

2. The researcher analyses and identifies kinds of errors in students’ recount text 

writing by underlining the error sentence. 

3. The researcher classifies students’ error in writing recount text and makes a 

checklist of error in the table according to what categories of error based on the 
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surface strategy taxonomy: omission, addition, misinformation and 

misordering. 

Table 3.1 List of errors made by students of X-MIPA 1 at SMA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang 

No Erroneous 

Sentences 

Correct 

Sentences 

Omission Addition Misinfor

mation 

Misorde

ring 

1 

4. The researcher calculates the frequency of each error in students’ recount text

writing to find out what is the most dominant errors made by students. The

researcher uses the following formula:

𝑃 =
𝐹

𝑁
𝑥100 % 

Descriptions: 

P: Frequency of each error 

F: Number of error 

N: Total of the whole errors 

5. The researcher tries to find the most dominant error by tabulating the result of

the calculation into a table.
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Table 3.2 Frequency of errors in each types of error using surface strategy 

taxonomy 

 

No. Types of error (Surface Strategy Taxonomy) Frequency 

1 Omission  

2 Addition  

3 Misinformation  

4 Misordering  

 

6. The researcher draws a conclusion of the finding data. 




