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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter discusses deliberately about some points as follows: (1) 

background of study, (2) problem of study, (3) purpose of study, (4) significance of 

study, (5) the scope and limitation, and (6) definition of key term. 

1.1 Research Background  

 The word language can be defined as a verbal communication in general. It 

is used by people to build an interaction with others. While, a language itself also 

involves a specific variety of speech used by many people with different identity 

such as region, country, or specific communities of people (Eliot & Rose, 2011). 

For one thing, language is not always about a linguistic entity. It is also about dialect 

and social function of language.  

Furthermore, the use of language as a daily communication emphasizes on 

the social functions of the language itself rather than on grammar, phonology, 

syntax, etc. The comprehension of language becomes significant by seeing the 

language as a verbal communication. It will rise new variation vocabulary in each 

social communication with the different background or identity. According to Swift 

(1907) as cited in Eliot & Rose (2011), a language will be better if it is not fully 

perfect, than it should be perpetually changing. In this case, commonly people argue 

that language has reached the peak of its development which means that the 

language cannot evolve anymore. Also, people often repel language development, 

even when they know that the evolutionary history has led the language changing. 
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Prior to the study of English, there are some basic skills of English that must 

be learnt. They are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The listening and 

reading are called input language or receptive language, while the speaking and 

writing are called output language or productive language. Even so, all of these 

skills cannot separate each other because they are as an integrated skill. It means 

that the language input will influence the output language. 

In the view of writing, the writing skill does not only learn on how to use an 

orthographic symbol, but also primarily learn about how to organize an idea or 

experiences. As a matter of fact, writing skill requires an active thought to support 

the writing itself. Cahyono (2009) stated that writing is a way of sharing 

information, thoughts, experience or ideas. In this point, the writing process must 

be supported by a creative thinking which can be earned from learner experiences 

or ideas. Nevertheless, when students write a text, they cannot ignore about the 

purpose of their writing. It means that the text must be explain and relate to the kind 

of English text which each of them has different purposes. The purpose of the text 

will help and guide students to write and organize the text with coherent sentences. 

Specifically, the purpose of the text cannot be separated with kinds of the text. 

According to syllabus subjects of Senior High School which have been released by 

Directorate General of Higher Education in curriculum 2013 following 2016 

revision, at least there are eleven kinds of the text which is learned by students 

especially in the senior high school. Those kinds of the text are recount, descriptive, 

announcement, analytical exposition, explanation, formal invitation, private letter, 

procedure, news item, caption text and application letter. Kinds of the text that are 
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taught for 10th grade students are announcement, recount and descriptive text. 

Furthermore, 11th grade students learn about analytical exposition, formal 

invitation, private letter and explanation text. While 12th grade students learn about 

procedure, caption text, application letter and news item. As stated before that each 

of them has different purposes, indeed they are different in the structure of the text 

and the grammatical rules.  

Likewise, other kinds of the text, recount text, is one kind that triggers 

students to think broadly about some topic or theme. According to Haryanto (2012), 

the social purpose of recount text is to tell what happened. This text is connected 

with the experience that students may interest in it and excited to retell or write that 

experience. In senior high school, recount text is taught by the teacher for 10th grade 

students. They learn about the purpose, the structure and the grammatical rules of 

the text. Also, since recount is one kind of the text which is related with retelling 

the experience, teacher will instruct students to write recount text based on their 

interest experience. 

However, in some cases, students still make a mistake in writing a recount 

text. As indicated by the previous research conducted by Putra (2015) entitled 

Errors in Using Simple Past Tense in Writing Recount Text, students of 8th grade 

at SMPN 11 Malang still made an error in using simple past tense when they are 

writing a recount text. Specifically, the errors are divided into three types of errors. 

They are the omission error which the error is 27, additional error is 33, and 

misinformation error is 50. The higher frequency of error is misinformation error 

with 45,4 % and the lowest is 24,5 %. In this research, the researcher focuses on the 
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simple past tense error made by students which can be summarize the total of error 

attain to 110 with three types of error.  

 As has been noted that grammatical rules have the important role in writing 

recount text, also some other aspect such as the purpose and structure of the text. 

Those points will guide students to have a better writing and avoid the errors in 

writing a recount text. Therefore, in this study, the researcher is intended to conduct 

the research about Error in Writing Recount Text at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 

Malang. The researcher observes and analyzes the students’ errors in writing 

recount text that will be conducted on 10th
 grade students at SMA Muhmmadiyah 1 

Malang.   

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the elaboration of background study, the problem of this study can be 

stated as follows: 

1. What errors do the students make in writing recount text at SMA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang?  

2. What is the most dominant error that the students make in writing 

recount text at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang? 
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1.3 Research Objectives 

This study is conducted by the researcher with some purposes that can be 

described as follows: 

1) To discover the errors in writing recount text by students at SMA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang 

2) To find out the most dominant error in writing recount text by students 

at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

1.4 Research Significance 

The result of the study is expected to give a benefit and contribution to an 

improvement of teaching English, especially in writing a recount text. 

Practically, this research is expected to give knowledge for the teachers in 

some aspect connected with writing recount text. It includes improving the learning 

activity, knowing the error make by students in writing a recount text, and leading 

to discover the solution of some problems in teaching recount text.  

Theoretically, this study is expected to provide some information for other 

researcher about the error in writing recount text. The researcher hopes that this 

study can be a guideline for the next research, especially in the same field of study.  
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

In this study, the researcher focuses on the errors in writing recount text 

made by 10th grade students of X-MIPA 1 at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

Furthermore, the research limitation is the sentences errors in writing recount text 

that is analyzed using surface strategy taxonomy. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Term 

In order to avoid a rising of misunderstanding, the researcher explains about 

several terms used in this study. 

1. Error: is a result of one’s systematic competence that frequently someone

produces by applying the incorrect system (Brown, 2007).

2. Mistake: is a performance error that can happen because there is a failure to

use a known system correctly. It is the result of some sort of temporary

breakdown or imperfection in the process of producing speech. Also, it has

no deals with a deficiency of competence (Brown, 2007).

3. Writing: is a way to produce language that can be canalized on the paper or

on a computer screen. Writing is also an action of a discovering process and

organizing ideas before putting them on a paper, reshaping and revising

(Meyers, 2005).

4. Recount text: is a text that the purpose is to entertain and amuse people by

retelling the interest experience of someone. This text expresses the feeling,

emotion, and attitude of someone. There are some sequence events that will

be express in this text.




