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 CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher provides some reasons for conducting this 

study. Those reasons are discussed in background of the study, statement of the 

problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, 

and the definition of the key terms. Each section will be presented below: 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Nowadays, English is acknowledged as International language since it is 

mostly used for communication in the world. In Indonesia, English is considered 

as foreign language. Therefore, students learn English as a subject in school from 

elementary school until university level. Moreover, English is immensely 

important for students to compete in this globalization era.  

Learning English is important to achieve the main purpose of English 

Education. The target of English Education is trying to master four skills: writing, 

reading, speaking and listening. Seeing those four skills, speaking is considered to 

be a very important skill because people in the society know that in this era many 

people around the world will compete in this globalization era. English is used as 

the language to communication each other. 

Speaking is considered as the most important skill for students because it is 

used to communicate in a large society. Mastering speaking makes students not 

only focus in correcting what they have said in grammatical, but also in learning 

how to deliver their ideas in spoken form. As a result, the speaker and listener 
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easily understand each other. However, the students should understand about how 

to speak English very well. Thus, they have a good ability in speaking to 

communicate each other. However, speaking needs more practice. Improving 

speaking skill is not enough at a formal class because they have limited time. The 

students need practice outside the class or informal class for increasing their 

speaking skill. They also need addition time to join English Course, English Club, 

or make some discussion groups for learning English together.  

Since all of the students’ lack of opportunity to practice their speaking, 

students still have several problems in their speaking class. Based on the 

preliminary interview, speaking is the most problem faced by students in learning 

English at the tenth grade of SMA Islam Batu. The students are unresponsive in 

speaking class because they have limited vocabularies and fear of making 

mistakes. The students are not interested in their activities, they are afraid to 

express their ideas orally, they are lazy to practice, and the students are not used to 

listen English in their daily life. 

According to Ur (1996:2), at least there are two factors affecting the 

students’ ability in speaking such as internal and external factor.  Internal factor is 

the factors that make the students are confusing to speak English fluency and 

accuracy such as students have low motivation, they reluctant to develop the ideas 

to practice speaking in a dialog and they have limited vocabulary.  While the 

external factor that influence students speak. For instance, the teacher need 

creative skill to gives methods, situation of teaching and learning in the classroom 

and the teacher can solve the students’ problem. 
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This research has relations with the previous research.  Ali (2010) conducted 

a research entitled “The Problem Faced by the Teacher in Teaching Speaking at 

Foreign Language Development Institute of Nurul Jadid Islam Boarding School 

Paiton Probolinggo”. He concluded that there were three problems such as the 

students preferred to use their other tongue, the students often felt saturated and 

sleepy in the class, and the media used by the teacher in teaching speaking was 

only tape recorder. Similarly, Purwoko (2007) conducted a research entitled “The 

Problem in the Teaching and Learning of Speaking at the Second Year Students of 

SMP 2 Ponorogo”. It was found that the problem faced by the students in learning 

speaking are; the material is difficult and boring, the students have low ability and 

motivation, and the cause of the problem is material contains some familiar words 

and it is not provided with glossary.     

Based on the previous study above, all of the researchers analyzed about the 

students’ problems in learning speaking. The problems were solved by the teacher 

when the students get many motivations to study English in good material. 

However, in this theses is focusing in the problems and the solutions in learning 

speaking. The solutions of the problems were solved by the students. As a result, 

the researcher conducted a research entitled “An Analysis on the Problems Faced 

by Students in Learning Speaking at the Tenth Grade of SMA Islam Batu”.  
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1.2  Statement of the Problems 

1. What are the problems faced by students in learning speaking at the tenth 

grade of SMA Islam Batu? 

2. What strategies do the students use in overcoming their problems in learning 

speaking at the tenth grade of SMA Islam Batu? 

 

1.3  Purposes of the Study 

1. To find out the problems faced by students in learning speaking at the tenth 

grade of   SMA Islam Batu. 

2. To find out the strategies used by the tenth grade of students in overcoming 

their problem in learning speaking.  

1.4 Significance of the Study 

Hopefully, this research can contribute some ideas, concept or information 

to the English teacher at SMA Islam Batu and researcher.   

For English teacher, they can evaluate, select, and determine the appropriate 

teaching. Thus, they can maintain the good technique of teaching. Furthermore, 

the result of the study is also expected to give something meaningful to the other 

researchers, they can take some information or data when they need references or 

materials related for this thesis.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation  

The study is focused on an analysis of problems faced by students in 

learning speaking and this study is only limited at the Tenth Grade students of 

SMA Islam Batu 
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1.6  Definition of the Key Terms  

To avoid misunderstanding, the researcher makes definition of key terms as 

follows: 

1. Learning is acquiring or getting of a subject or a skill by study experience or 

interaction (Brown, 2000).  

2. Speaking is the verbal use of language to communicate with others (Fulcher, 

2003). 

3. Problem anything that causes problems or that needs, much attention  and 

thought when the English teacher do the activities in selecting methods 

approach, technique, media used and selecting material (Herlina, 2005).     

4. Speaking problem is something difficult in an interactive process of 

constructing meaning that producing, receiving and processing information 

(Brown: 1994 & Oxford Dictionary). 

5. SMA Islam Batu is the name of Islam Senior High School that would be 

researched by researcher 

   


