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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter shows the desirable theories for this study. It explains more 

about teaching writing, narrative text, media in teaching writing, and Comic 

Strips. Eventually, all of those will be described in the following explanations. 

2.1 Writing  

Writing belongs to English skill and it is precisely as one of the productive 

skills beside speaking. (Hyland, 2003) states that writing is the way people 

creatively express themself on a paper by sharing personal meanings relays on 

individuals’ ability to construct his or her own views on a topic. In another side,  

(Brown, 2003) states that writing is the major convention to record the speech by 

also paying attention to grammatical and lexical features. So, writing is an 

expression of idea or thought in written form by also noticing the grammatical 

structure and lexical features in order to produce an understanable composition.  

Moreover, there is a process in writing which is commonly done by the 

writer. As mentioned by (Harmer, 2004) that there are four steps in writing 

process, 1) Planning, the first step which emphasize the writer for what they are 

going to write, and what their writings’ purpose is. 2) Drafting, the first version of 

a piece of writing. 3) Editing (reflecting and revising), it is the process of 

detecting and correcting the error found in mechanical or even content before 

publising. 4) Final version, the written work are ready to be published. 

 Henceforth, even writing is quite complex activities that requires several 

steps to be done, having an ability to write in English is urgently needed. Harmer 
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(2004) argues that writing ability is crucial skill even for foreign language user as 

much as its native user, such as, the obligatory requirements to compose a  

motivational letter for applying any international scholarships. Also, writing plays 

a pivotal roles in educational context, by often relying to students’ writing 

proficiency in accomplishing the test or answering the other skill tasks. Therefore, 

being able to write in English will be useful and lead us to communicate 

internationally in the written form.   

2.2 Teaching Writing 

Teaching the students writing is important, since writing plays a 

considerably role to help the students to be involved in language they learn. 

Harmer (2004) assertes that writing is a thinking process that capable to stimulate 

the students to focus on accurate language use and increasing their language 

development. Whereas, teaching writing is not solely about teaching one skill 

strictly. Writing often connects with reading skill. Brown (2000) states that, by 

reading, the students can study a variety types of text, so they will get an 

important insight about how they should write, and also lead the student to gain 

many ideas or topics for their writing.  

Meanwhile, teaching the students to write is presumably difficult because 

the students commonly deal with writings’ problems. As Raimes in (Richards & 

Renandya, 2002) affirms that, the learner may get difficulty in generating and 

organizing ideas, then surely get hard to arrange those ideas into readable text. So, 

the teacher need to choose the appropriate techniques to engage the students in 

writing and helping them to overcome their writing difficulties.  
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2.2.1 Technique in Teaching Writing 

 Teaching technique is defined as the various activities that include all 

tasks and activities perform in the classroom that decided by the teacher (Brown, 

2000). However, in teaching writing, there is an instruction that called as 

teaching-learning cycle. It portrays the supporting learning activities which 

emphasize about the awareness of genre text. Hyland (2003) states that the cycle 

explains about planning activities for teaching writing by learning the genre of the 

text, to give the students clear understanding about the text genre. Each stage 

performs the different activities in giving knowledge of the genre to the students, 

and the last stage is to develop the students independency to produce their own 

text. There are 3 stages that include in teaching-learning cycle :  

1. Modeling and deconstructing the text  

Introducing the students to the text features, structure, and grammatical of the 

text by giving the clear example and model of the text that is being discussed.  

2. Joint construction of the text 

In this phase, the students are given a bigger responsibility as they get an 

understanding of the text from the previous stages. The students can collaborate 

with the teacher or peer to discuss and share about the task relates to the text, and 

create the target text together. The teacher is demanded to give the supportive 

learning and guided instruction to help the students in fostering their 

comprehension of the text.   

3. Independent construction of the text  

The students write their own text independently based on  the knowledge about 

the genre that has been delivered in the previous stage.  
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So, teaching-learning cycle is the techniques that have been decided to be used in 

this research, in order to engage the students to write as well as they aware of the 

genre text.  

2.2.2  Assessment in Writing 

Assessing the students’ writing is important for the teacher. As Hyland 

(2003) mentiones five purposes in evaluating the students’ writing. 1) Placement, 

to give information in placing the student in appropriate classes based on their 

aptitude. 2) Diagnostic, to identify students’ writing strengths and weaknesses. 3) 

Achievement, to measure the students’ writing progress at the end of the course. 

4) Performance, to know the students’ ability in performing certain writing task. 

Lastly 5) proficiency, to assess the student’s general level of competence. In 

Addition, Brown (2000) mentiones some general categories which are often 

utilized in evaluating the students’ writing, they are : 

1. Content 

Including thesis statement, related ideas, development of ideas through 

personal experience, illustration,fact, opinion. 

2. Organization 

 Involving the effectiveness of intro, logical sequence of ideas, conclusion 

and appropriate length. 

3. Discourse 

Encompassing topic sentence, paragraph unity, transitions, discourse markers, 

economy, cohesion, rhetorical conventions, reference, fluency, and variation. 
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4. Syntax 

Involving grammar, the use of clauses, prepositions, modals, articles, and 

verb forms.  

5. Vocabulary 

Including the precise of vocabulary usage, the use of register, concise or 

wordy sentence.  

6. Mechanics 

Including spelling, punctuation, citation of reference, and neatness and 

appearance.    

Furthermore, Cohen (1994) in (Megawati & Anugerahwati, 2012) presents 

the analytic scoring rubric to measure the students’ writing composition which 

includes five categories, content, organization, vocabulary, grammar, and 

mechanics.  

Table 2.1 : Writing Scoring Rubric 

Writing 

Aspect 

Score Category Descriptor 

  

C
on

te
nt

 

 

4 Very good All ideas in the sentences are relevant to the 

topic; the sentences contain a lot of 

supporting details to the main ideas. 

3 Good Most of the ideas in the sentences are relevant 

to the topic; the sentences contain some 

supporting details to the main ideas. 

2 Fair Some ideas are relevant to the topic; the 

sentences contain few supporting details to 

the main ideas. 

1 Poor Limited number of ideas are relevant to the 

topic; the sentences contain very limited 
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supporting details related to the main ideas. 

 

O
rg

an
iz

at
io

ns
 

4 Very good Well organized and perfectly coherent; the 

composition contains complete generic 

structure of narrative text, namely orientation, 

complication, and resolution. 

3 Good Fairly well organized and generally coherent; 

the composition contains two generic 

structures of narrative text (one of the generic 

structure components is missing). 

2 Fair Loosely organized; the composition only 

contains one generic structure of narrative 

text (two of the generic structure components 

are missing). 

1 Poor Ideas disorganized, lack logical sequencing; 

the composition does not contain any generic 

structure of narrative text (all of generic 

structure components are missing) 

   
 

V
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 

4 Very good Very effective choice of words; no misuse of 

vocabulary and word forms 

3 Good Effective choice of words; few misuse of 

vocabulary and word forms 

2 Fair Less effective choice of words; some misuse 

of vocabulary, and word forms 

1 Poor Ineffective choice of words and a lot of 

misuse of vocabulary and words forms 

 

G
ra

m
m

ar
 

4 Very good No errors, full control of structure 

3 Good Few errors, good control of structure 

2 Fair Many errors, fair control of structure 

1 Poor Dominated by errors, no control of structure 

  M
ec

h

an
ic

s 

       

4 Very good No errors in spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, and paragraphing 



 
 

14 
 

3 Good Few errors in spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, and paragraphing 

2 Fair Frequent errors in spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, and paragraphing 

1 Poor  Dominated by errors in spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, and paragraphing 

 
2.2.3 Teaching Writing at Senior High School 

  Teaching writing at senior high school has its own criteria in assigning the 

writing material, which is expected to meet the students’ need in preparing them 

to be a communicative and purposeful writer. Based on K-13 syllabus arranged by 

(Kemendikbud, 2016), learning English is concerned to improve the students’ 

communication competencies within various contexts, both oral and written. The 

students practice English through learning English text types.  

Learning English in senior high school is intended to be more focus on 

genre. It is designed to engage the students in learning English text types which is 

implemented in communicative way through speaking, scrutinizing, reading and 

writing activities in order to express the meaning. Kemendikbud (2016) states that 

learning english that focus on genre mostly concern to the three type of texts, they 

are 1) interpersonal text which the text function is to keep the interpersonal 

communication such as how to congratulate and praise someone then respond to 

it, 2) transactional text which its intention is to exchange the information about 

goods or service such as, how to offer the service,etc. Lastly, 3) functional text 

which encompasses seven text types to be learnt,  

1. Descriptive, relates to the tourism places and well-known historical places 

2. Recount, that tells about the historical events 
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3. Narrative,which exposes about the legend 

4. Analytical exposition, about actual matter 

5. Explanation, that discuss about natural and social phenomena 

6. Procedure text, in the form of manual direction 

7. News item, which relates to the simple information from 

newpaper/radio/television.  

Furthermore, the learning competencies that offered in K-13 curriculum for 

senior high school students are,  

1. Showing the well-manner attitude in personal, social culture, academic and 

prefession area.  

2. Identifying the social function, text structure and language features of short 

text and daily activities of the students. 

3. Being able to communicate in interpersonal, transactional,and functional about 

themself, family, people, animals, concrete and imaginative things which are 

familiar with the students’ daily routine at home, school, and social 

environment. Also, relates to other materials and job fields. 

4. Understanding the meaning and arranging the written and spoken text by using 

text structure orderly and sistimatically, then using the language features 

accuratley and properly.  

To sum up, teaching English at senior high school concerns more on genre which 

exposes the students to learn various text types, in order to facilitate them to 

interact with their surrounding in both written and oral context. 
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2.3  Narrative Text 

Story writing is the most used material in learning English since it is 

familiar for the students and inevitably acceptable. Some text types that bring the 

story as their primary structure are recount and narrative. Since this research only 

concern about teaching writing narrative, so it will describe further about narrative 

text.  

2.3.1 The Definition of Narrative Text 

Narrative text has been defined by some researchers, as (Christie & 

Derewianka, 2008) states that narrative is a text which tells about record events in 

a chronological sequence and its purpose is to entertain the reader. Moreover, 

Calfee and Drum (1986) in (Dymock, 2007) argue that narrative text is not only 

about writing down the list of sentences or ideas simply but also, generally tells 

‘what happened. ’Who did what to whom and why”. Then, (Faulkner & 

Squillante, 2016) add that narrative is a story which arranges the events 

organizely and smoothly, so the reader will be taken into the story pleasurely. 

Based on some definitions above, it can be concluded that the primary form of 

narrative text is a story writing that retell the events in sequence, which its aim is 

to entertain the readers.  

2.3.2 Types of Narrative Text 

Narrative is a text that commonly tells a story. The story often brings  

various topics which we are familiar with. As (Lanchashire County Council, 

2008) mentiones kind of story types that includes in narrative text.  

1. Adventure : it commonly tells about the hero and the villain, and its aim is to 

entertain the readers, such as The Golden Compass. 
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2. Mystery : this text often brings the setting which seem mysterious and enable 

the reader to sense the mystery. Its aim is to intrigue and entertain, such as the 

story of Flying Dutchman. 

3. Science fiction : this type typically drags the readers’ attention about prediction 

of the future, imaginatively and creatively tells about the technological 

advance. Its aim is to entertain and, sometimes to speculate about the future 

such as, Frankenstein, Star wars and Star trek. 

4. Fantasy : it sets out about fantasy world and its aim is not going far from 

offering the imagination and entertaining, such as Harry Potter. 

5. Historical fiction : Sometimes, its topic retells about historical story which has 

happened previously. It requires a historical setting but sometimes includes 

adventure or even mystery. Its aim is for entertaining and sometimes informing 

about the historical events such as Daughters of Rome. 

6. Contemporary fiction : this is nearly similar to recount which tells about 

familiar situation and brings the writers’ experiences. Its purpose is to entertain 

and, sometimes to create empathy of familiar characters, such as The Fault in 

Our Stars. 

7. Stories which raises dilemma : the story offers  the characters’ action in facing 

many dilemmas in difficult situation, ultimately it will make the reader feels 

the dilemma and evoking their curiousity about how the character face them. 

Its purpose is to entertain and explore the issue or dilemma. 

8. Traditional tales : it often shares about traditional, cultures’ belief and mostly 

tells about the opposite character, such as : good and evil, hero and villain, 

strong and weak. However, traditional tales are divided into 4 types, they are : 
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a. Myth : it tells about ancient people in explaining natural phenomena, often 

brings the story of superhuman who has magical power. Myths involves 

cultural, religious or spiritual beliefs and traditions, such as the myth of 

Dewi sri. 

b. Legend : its aim is to entertain and providing the information about how 

people lived and their belief, such as the legend of Bromo mountain and 

Toba lake. 

c. Fairy tales : the story commonly tells about fairy world and nearly the same 

as fantasy types. Its purpose is to amuse the reader such as, Pinocchio and 

Cinderella. 

d. Fable : this story presents the moral value clearer then others. It dominantly 

takes animal as the main character, such as the miraculous gold fish.   

9. Dialogue, playscripts and film narrative : they are somewhat different from the 

others, but shares the same purposes which tells a story that capable to give 

deliberate effect on the the viewer/listener/reader. They include scripts for 

film/digital viewing or audio (e.g. digital audio recording or radio plays) and 

stories which is told using images and speech bubbles (such as Comic Strips).  

Various types of narrative text above, will give wider options for the teacher to 

choose the right story types which are demanded to be mastered by the students. 

2.3.3 Language Features of Narrative Text 

 Narrative has its own language features which capable to be distinguished 

with other texts. As (Yudhantoro, 2010) mentions the language features of 

narrative text as follows,  

1. The sentence mostly use past tense. 
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2. Using time connectives and conjuctions to connect the events orderly , such as, 

then, before that, soon, etc. 

3. Using adverbs and adverbial phrases to show the setting of place or events, 

such as, here, in the castle, happily ever after, etc. 

4. Using action verbs in past tenses, such as, slept, cooked, etc. 

5. Using saying verbs which indicate the oral expressions, such as, said, told, 

promised. And also thinking verbs that express the characters’ thought, 

perception, or feeling, such as, understood, felt, etc. 

6. Using adjectives in the form of noun phrase, such as long black hair, two red 

durians, etc. 

7. Using certain nouns as pronous, such as stepsisters, housework, etc. 

Along with those, narrative text has its own language traits that the students 

must know while they are learning to write about it.  

2.3.4 Generic Structure of Narrative Text  

Narrative text has its generic structure which allows the reader to analyze 

the storys’ content. Lancashire County Council (2008) assumes that narrative 

structures text involves, 1) the opening, which introduces the characters and 

setting, 2) the conflict, the problems that emerges in the story, and 3) the ending 

as the resolution. Meanwhile, there is an additional modifications of narrative 

texts’ structure. As mentioned by Yudantoro (2010) that narrative text 

encompasses, orientation which introduces the characters, setting, etc, 

complication that shows the problem, then followed by  evaluation, that tells 

about the response or reflection towards the problem, and ended by resolution that 

shows the problems’ solution. So, based on some theories about the generic 
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structure of narrative text, it shows that narrative mainly includes orientation, 

problem and resolution of the problem.  

2.4  Media in Teaching Writing 

Learning to write in English will probably cause stressful for the students, 

therefore the teachers need something new to evoke the students’ willingness in 

writing. Nowadays, the teachers have familiarly used various media to present the 

writing material in creative ways which afford to attract the students’ attention in 

learning to write. Meanwhile, (Chan, Chin, Nagami, & Suthiwan, 2011) argue that 

media in teaching appear as the teacher intuition in utilizing various tools, aids 

and apparatus in order to represent the knowledge or to demonstrate the skills they 

would like their students to acquire. 

They also add that, teaching media are able to become teachers’ assistance 

in supporting their learning instruction and help the teacher to make the abstract 

concept become “visible” and understanable for the students, and also let the 

teacher become creative in designing the learning activities. Furthermore, 

(Munadi, 2008) asserts that the primary function of teaching media are intended 

as the learning sources for the students. In short, media are recommended to be 

used in order to experience the students with various learning sources to 

strenghten their learning understanding in enjoyable way. 

Henceforth, in teaching writing, the use of visual media such as, pictures are 

considerable to be applied. Harmer (2004) states that pictures capable to engage 

the students in creative writing which includes story writing. Therefore, this 

research will discuss further about one type of pictures that called as Comic 

Strips. 
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2.5 Comic Strips  

Comic strips or can be called as comics is known as a popular reading 

source that has attracted people attention due to its communicative and interesting 

way in delivering the story to the reader. Hence, the popular media that are used 

in the classroom activities will have positive impact in arousing the students’ 

enthuasiasm. As declared by Morrison, et al., (2002) in (Drolet, 2010) the students 

will be strongly motivating if they are offered to use such of popular culture 

materials in the classroom. The students will adapt easily with the activities since 

they have known comic strips outside the school.  

Henceforth, the way comic strips delivers the story through the sequence 

pictures and texts that are arranged attractively and colourful, affords to catch the 

students’ attention in learning and make them easier to understand the story, 

(Csabay, 2006) assertes that “ if a word, expression, or concept is accompanied by 

a picture (a visual image in one’s mind), then the learner will memorize and recall 

it more easily”. Moreover, the story presented in comic strips is arranged orderly 

and mostly uses everyday language that are accessible even for non-native reader. 

Csabay (2006) also asserts that, as the students capable to understand the text 

successfully, it will motivate them and build their confidence toward the learning.  

Therefore, comic strips become one of the visual media which is 

considerable to be harnessed as an aid for writing activities. It affords to be 

attractive teaching media in facilitating the teachers to teach creatively and also 

stimulating the students to be more involve in writing activities. As shown in the 

research that was done by ( Eliya , 2015) comic strips can improve the students’ 

writing performance includes content, organization, vocabulary, language use and 
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mechanics also, it stimulates the students to give positive attitude toward the 

teaching and learning process. Thus, comic strips is an innovative media which 

capable to support various learning activities especially for writing.  

 Whereas, comic strips has been defined by some researchers. (Liu, 2004) 

simply defines comic strips as “a series of pictures inside boxes that tell a story.” 

Then, comic strips also implies as “a sequence of drawings arranged in 

interrelated panels to display brief humor or form a narrative, often serialized, and 

usually arranged horizontally, with text in balloons and captions” (Haines, 2012; 

Merc, 2013 in (Arast & Gorjian, 2016). So, comic strips is a media that brings 

visual appearance through sequence pictures which accompanied by textual 

narrator and dialogues then presented in a box separated by panel in order to 

perform a story for the reader.  

2.5.1  The Elements of Comics 

Thompson (2008) in (Timmins, 2014) mentions seven primary elements of 

Comics, they are : 

1. Panels : as a paragraph or space between each story. Somehow, panels’ 

placement and size on the page indicate the stories’ movement.   

2. Directionality : the position of panels in each story will drag the readers’ eyes 

in specific direction while reading, such as panels are drawn across or down 

the page, left to right or even left to right.  

3. Narrative boxes : it can be called as a written narrator which provide a third-

person point of view, signal a change in time or location, or sum up the action 

so far. 
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4. Speech and thought bubbles : the different shape of bubbles are drawn to 

convey the characters’ speech and thoughts, to set an emotion or tone, and to 

connect the dialogue to the action on the page. 

5. Lettering and symbols : these are also as important as the picture in comics, 

they can be used to emphasize certain phrase of characters’ words or action. 

6.  Pictures : the dominant element found in comics which capable to convey 

any actions, emotions, etc, that are combined with words.  

7. Gutters : in comics, some of the actions always happen “off screen,” in the 

gutters, the white spaces between the panels. So, by gutter, the writer tries to 

show the different view of the same location. 

Hence, the key elements found in comic strips are essential for the reader in order 

to help them understand the story and grasp the meaning easier and clearer. 

2.5.2 The Advantages of Comics in Language Teaching  

Comic Strips has positive impact to be pondered in supporting language 

learning activities and afford to be a helpful media for both teacher and students. 

Marsh (1978) in (Cimermanová, 2015) mentiones four major purposes which 

Comics is useful in : 

1) Vocabulary and expressions 

The students will recall the vocabulary better from the exposing of the  

dialogues between each characters in comic strips. Also, introduce the students 

with daily vocabularies that often include idioms, reduced forms, and slang. In 

addition, Csabay (2010) asserts that comic strips attempt to draw the natural 

expression of the characters, so, it will be useful to show the real-life situations 

and expression that shares cultural knowledge from the characters’ gesture and 
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body language. Hence, those benefits can lead the students to practice using 

adjectives in describing the characters which also useful to enrich their vocabulary 

(Drolet,2010). 

2) Grammar 

Since comic strips comprises pictures and conversational dialogues, the 

teacher can utilize this feature to teach reported speech that includes direct and 

indirect speech. (Drolet,2010). For example, changing the direct speech found in 

comic strips “ Hey, move your car!”  become indirect speech “ The man told him 

to move his car. ” Also, comic strips capable to teach past tense by asking the 

students to rewrite and retell the story in comic strips into past events.  

3) Conversations and compositions  

The conversation emerges between each characters can be useful to improve 

the students communicative competence (Csabay,2006). They will possibly to 

analyze and remember the vocabulary easily, since it uses daily and informal 

language such as idioms, reduced forms, slang and paralanguage (lexical items 

without a written correlate), such as 'Pssst, what's the answer to number five on 

the test '; ' Uh, let me see… '). 

4)  Culture  

Comics is well-known reading source for any age. Hence, the popularity of 

comics have potential advantages to be used in fostering the students familiarity in 

the learning activities. As declared by Jacobs (2007) and Morrison, et al., (2002 in 

Drolet, 2010), the students will be strongly motivating if they are offered to use 

such of popular culture materials in the classroom. The students will adapt easily 

with the activities since they have known comics outside the school.  
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Moreover, comic strips is able to portray some popular issues or cultures that 

acceptable and interested for any age level. (Fay , 2007) states that comic strips 

can involve the reader with the different culture background, since the characters 

often introduce socio-cultural aspect of people. Whereas, the ability of comic 

strips to represent a real life issues and even culture, makes comic strips become 

valuable source to give the students idea for their topics’ writing. (Schwarz, 2002 

in Drolet, 2010). 

Hence, from those explications, comics that spesifically mentioned here as 

comic strips shows some benefits that capable to be pondered in supporting the 

language learning activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


