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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This phase will elucidate the concisely introduction of the research, 

encompassing background of the study, statement of problem, objectives of study, 

hypothesis, significance of study, scope and limitation of the research and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Learning one of the productive skill in English that is writing is needed for 

the students. Mastering writing can be useful for them for doing written 

communication through expressing the ideas clearly into the paper. (Harmer, 

2004) argues that writing ability is crucial skill even for foreign language user as 

much as its native user. For instance, when the fresh graduaters who wants to 

work or continue their school in abroad, they will be asked to write down the 

motivation letter as the consideration. From that example, it shows that high 

demanding of being able in writing is the prove that can not be ignored nowadays.  

Moreover, there are some text types in writing that familiarly taken into 

schools’ materials. There are twelve text types that mostly used, they are 

narrative,  recount, procedure, descriptive, news item, spoof, report, exposition, 

explanation, discussion,and review (Oematan, 2008). In this research, the 

researcher takes narrative text, that will be fit with one of the topic which is 

included in English high schools’ syllabus that the school used. The topic  is about 

a text that offers amusement but the same time gives the students moral value. 
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Meanwhile, teaching writing narrative is not presumably easy. The students 

often find obstacles in expressing the idea into the paper. As Nation (2009) states 

that the students are often lacking the idea for their writing and also get difficult to 

put the ideas into written form. At that time, assisting and guiding the students to 

compose their own text is needed, but also, motivating the students by offering 

interesting writing activities is inevitably recommended to be done. Harmer 

(2004) stated if the students engage with the enjoyable writing activities offered 

by the teacher, it will give the comfortable feeling to the students toward the 

learning to write itself. The enjoyable activities can be gained from amusing 

media or even teachers’ techniques in helping the students to comprehend the 

material. Additionally, Harmer also supports that the use of pictures, diagrams, 

charts and models will help to foster better understanding and also make easier to 

describe the abstract concept from the material become more concrete.  

Therefore, this research decides to choose comic strips as the reliable 

teaching media which is hoped to catch the students’ interest in learning English 

including writing. Since learning to write is commonly become strict and boring 

activities for some students, comic strips offers the attractive features to be 

considered as well. Pictures and words that present together found in comic strips 

do not only make the students are easy to grasp the story but also, make them 

thinking critically toward the storys’ elements. Pictures which are accompanied 

by text will also lead the students to identify the elements of story (plot, 

characters, and theme) interestingly (Eliya, 2015). The visual and textual traits 

found in comic strips are definitely give the students comfort feeling in reading 

and capable to facilitate them in practicing writing. Additionally, comic strips also 
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capable to assist the students in generating the ideas, recalling vocabularies and 

making the students aware of the correct spellings for their writing (Wright, 1983 

in  (Megawati & Anugerahwati, 2012)). 

Henceforth, the previous researcher has also proven that comic strips is one 

of the credible teaching media in encouraging and boosting the students’ writing. 

Eliya (2015) showed that comic strips can help the students in writing process 

such as planning, drafting, editing and final draft in producing the short version of 

narrative text for eleventh grade students. Comic strips can improve the students 

in constructing paragraphs into unity and coherence. It also helps the students to 

generate ideas into a chronological order easily. Besides, the popularity gained by 

comic strips also takes considerate impact to the students since they have known 

comic strips or comic books outside the school familiarly, it will be easy in 

motivating the students to be engaged in learning activites using comic strips. 

Thus, the researcher has an eagerness to conduct an experiment about comic 

strips which is applied in learning to write a narrative text at SMA Negeri 1 

Malang. 

1.2   Statement of problem 

According to the background study explained above, the researcher wants to 

formulate the statement problems, that is : 

1.2.1 Does the use of comic strips in teaching writing narrative text improve 

the students’ writing score ? 
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1.3 Objective of the Study 

The objective of this study is designed based on the statement problem stated 

above. The research objective is, to identify whether or not the use of comic strips 

in teaching writing narrative text improves the students’ writing score.  

 

1.4 Hypothesis 

A hypothesis is the prediction statements declared by the researcher about the 

outcome of a relationship among the variables that might be occured during the 

research. The prediction that build a hypothesis is coming from the result of the 

previous study and other literature as the basic considerably references  (Creswell, 

2011).  

In this research, the researcher uses 2 kinds of hypotheses formulated to be 

tested, they are null hypothesis (Ho) and alternative hypothesis (Hi). 

1.4.1 Alternative Hypothesis : The use of comic strips in teaching writing 

narrative text improves the students’ writing score.  

1.4.2 Null Hypothesis : The use of comic strips in teaching writing narrative 

text does not improve the students’ writing score. 

 

1.5 Significance of the study 

This study has theoritically and practically significance. For theoritically, this 

research is predicted to participate in educational research that shares about comic 

strips as the media for teaching writing narrative text. 

Practically, the output of this research is also intended to be beneficial in 

giving educational contributions for the English teachers, English Department and 
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the next researchers. For the English teachers, this research is expected to be the 

reference for developing the teachers’ choices and options in teaching writing 

narrative text. Then for English Department, this research can be seen as the 

additional research which fostering an educational view about teaching media for 

producing a narrative text using comic strips. The last aim of this study is pointed 

for the next researchers who are interested in comic strips. Through this research, 

some informations and useful references about comic strips in teaching writing 

narrative text and its effects after the process of applying this media will be 

unfolded. 

 

1.6 Scope and Limitations 

To avoid the wider discussion, the scope for this research is the application of 

comic strips in teaching writing narrative text. While the limitation is, this 

research will only be applied for tenth grade students in academic year 2017/2018 

at SMA Negeri 1 Malang. 

 

1.7  Definition of key terms 

Preventing from being wrong in understanding and construing any terms, the 

researcher provides the definitions of each,  

1.7.1 Comic strips 

Comic strips is “ a sequence of drawings arranged in interrelated 

panels to display brief humor or form a narrative, often serialized, and 

usually arranged horizontally, with text in balloons and captions” 

(Haines, 2012; Merc, 2013 in (Arast & Gorjian, 2016)). 
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1.7.2 Teaching  

Teaching is the activity which sets up the opportunities for learners to 

listen, think, take risks, set goals, and get any feedback from the 

teacher in order to make the learners learn certain skill that they are 

tying to master (Brown, 2003).  

1.7.3   Writing 

Writing is the way people creatively express themself on a paper by 

sharing personal meanings relays on individuals’ ability to construct 

his or her own views on a topic (Hyland,2003). 

1.7.4  Narrative Text 

A text that tells about record events in a chronological sequence and 

its purpose is to entertain the reader. This texts’ elements include, 

orientation which introduces the characters, setting, etc, complication 

that shows the problem, then followed by evaluation, its about the 

response or reflection towards the problem, and closed by resolution 

that shows the problems’ solution  (Christie & Derewianka, 2008). 

1.7.4  SMA Negeri 1 Malang 

 SMA Negeri 1 Malang is located in Tugu Utara street No.1, Klojen, 

Malang, East Java. The K-13 curriculum has been applied in this 

school. Also, the curriculum system has been using SKS (Sistem 

Kredit Semester) that demands the student to manage their own 

courses in every semester based on their individual needed. 

Meanwhile, the process in English teaching and learning mostly 
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utilizes PPT or movie as the media. Comic strips has not applied yet 

as the learning English media especially for teaching writing. 


