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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

In this chapter, the writer presents the review of literature. It concerns with 

theoretical framework underlying this study that is divided into some aspects of 

teaching English in junior high school, teaching media, types of teaching media, 

problems faced in using media, and the ways the teacher solve the problems in 

using media. 

 

2.1 Teaching English in Junior High school 

 English teaching in junior high school in Indonesia has been based on the 

curriculum designed by the central government through out provision of 

curriculum policies. The implementation of new curriculum which changes the 

teachers’ role from being the information into being the facilitator of students 

learning should gear the concept of student-centred classroom. Teacher-

centeredness should be left behind since the teachers often dominate the class 

hours. In this sense, students are inclined to be passive listeners for teachers’ 

explanation. The ability to manage class or classroom management ability is 

required in this case, so that the teachers can easily lead the class effectively and 

efficiently. 

 In addition, the teachers need to have an emotional with the students. 

When the students are occupied in learning, they are more likely to complete 
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school assignment, feel empowered, cooperative, and more motivated since 

secondary students are still in the process of cognitive development. 

 Brown (2001: 98) stated that teaching beginners is the most challenging 

level of language teaching. Since students at this level have a little knowledge of 

the target language, the teacher becomes a central determiner in whether students 

accomplish their goals. Besides, Casas (2011) stated that middle school students 

are in the process of leaving their childhood behind and embarked on the road to 

becoming young adults. Also, middle school students experience cognitive growth 

as well. They experience a steady increase in logical thinking, the improvement in 

memory, and the ability to learn through dialogue with others. In spite of the trial 

that adolescence brings, middle school students are at a fun stage of teaching and 

learning in that they do not possess some of the characteristics or challenges 

associated with high school students.  

Above all, the teachers have to make sure that their explanation is delivered 

well to their students in a class. Beside, teachers should also may use a tool to 

make students motivated and interested in a class through the use of teaching 

media. 

 

2.2 Teaching Media 

Teaching media is a helpful tool that is used to bridge the knowledge gap 

between teacher and student in order to make teaching and learning process be 

more effective and efficient. By using teaching media, the information or material 

conveyed by the teacher may be well delivered and could be more entertaining. 



9 
 

Jonassen et al. (1994) in Chan (2011: 9) stated that teaching use the media are 

more than vehicles of learning and can be used more productively as tool to 

support learners’ cognition by freeing then from unproductive cognitive tasks and 

allowing them to focus more fully on the construction of knowledge. Moreover, 

teaching media will make learning more effectively. The importance of teaching 

media is presented below: 

 It helps students in greater acquisition of knowledge and ensures longer 

retention of the gained knowledge. This is mainly because it provides 

interactive learning environment because learning experiences becomes more 

meaningful and satisfying. 

 It gives classroom instructions a more scientific base and enables teachers to 

transfer the knowledge in an organized way and more systematically. 

 It is appropriate teaching tools which help teachers to draw and fix the 

attention of students towards teaching. Attention and concentration betters 

students learning and improves classroom discipline. 

 It enhances comprehension skill, and the clarity of communication can be 

greatly enhanced by teaching media. 

 It helps in stirring the imaginational, thinking process and the reasoning 

power of the students. 

 It helps the teachers save their time and energy. Since these effective 

materials can clarify the concepts easily, lots of time and energy can be saved 

by it. 

 It also serves as ideal tools to review the learning outcome and to evaluate the 

completeness of certain learning. 
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Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that teaching media is 

a kind of communication equipment between the teacher and the students. It 

brings the message to be more attractive and entertaining. 

 

2.3 Types of Teaching Media 

There are some types of teaching media in teaching English for the 

students. They are audio media, visual media, and audio-visual media. Ohm in 

Chan (2011) argued that it would be more meaningful and productive to classify 

learning media.  

 

 Audio media  

Audio media are media that can be heard by students’ ears which involve 

three elements, namely listening, understanding, and remembering. The main 

characteristic of audio media is that the messages are conveyed into auditory 

symbols, either verbal (spoken language or words) or nonverbal (sounds and 

vocalizations, for example audio-compact disc, radio programme, and language 

laboratory).  

 

a. Audio Compact-Disc 

The newer form of audio media is the audio compact disc which is used as 

an independent source (Barron, Orwig, Ivers, &Lilavois, 2002). In compact-disc, 

the audio materials are recorded in a digital format and in play-back-mode; sound 

is heard in a crisp and high-fidelity form. Audio compact-disc is the easiest 
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channel for students to listen to variety of speakers on variety of topics. Also for 

productive skills, audio compact-disc is the most accessible piece of voice 

recording equipment and can be used to achieve educational objectives in the 

cognitive, affective and psychomotor domains of learning. 

 

b. Radio 

Patel and Jain (2008: 62) stated, “The most important objective for the 

radio study in secondary schools is the development of students’ ability to 

evaluate news report or communication as the air.” Radio is an important teaching 

source for the teachers and appropriate with students’ needs. It is very useful for 

the teachers to develop various teaching materials. Furthermore, the students can 

improve their imagination and more interested in listening. The flexibility of the 

radio as a teaching media may be increased significantly, and a considerable 

degree of editing and preparation by the teachers becomes possible, if radio 

programmes are not presented directly as they are being broadcasted, but recorded 

on a tape. 

 

c. Language Laboratory 

Language laboratory is a room in a school, college, training institute, 

university, or academy that contains special equipment to help students learn 

foreign languages by listening to tapes or CDs, watching videos and recording 

themselves (Bedre, 2008). Besides, Perez- Paredes (2002) state that language 

laboratory is a room designed for learning languages and equipped with tape 
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recorders, video cassette recorders, or computers connected to monitoring device 

enabling the instructor to listen and speak to the students individually or as a 

group. Language laboratory can help the students develop a good speech habit and 

drill up their ability in listening sound that they hear and in speaking a foreign 

language. The learning materials are recorded on audiotapes which are played by 

the teachers. Furthermore, the devices of the language laboratory are also easy to 

operate by the teachers and appropriate for the students’ needs. 

 The advantages of audio media are as follows: 

 Overcoming the limitation of space and time; 

 Developing the listeners’ imagination; 

 Focusing the students’ attention on the use of words or sounds and the 

meaning of them; 

 Influencing the atmosphere and students’ behaviour through back sound and 

sound effect, etc. 

 

 

 Visual media  

Visual media are the kind of media that can be seen by students’ eyes, for 

example pictures, whiteboards, and real things. The visual object that can be 

easily found in class is a real object because it has already been surrounding the 

teachers and students every day. According to Clark and Lyons (2004) stated,” 

The visual impact of images has been proved to be superior to the one of texts, 
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and that is why visual media result to be very effective to help students in 

memorizing new vocabulary and structures.”Those are: 

 

a. Pictures 

Pictures are the kind of object illustration and representation of people, 

things, and places that can be described. The pictures can be found from 

newspapers, magazines, brochures, and also from social networking. Pictures also 

can be used effectively to teach language and cultural content. They have often 

been used to elicit conversation on topics such as shopping, a vacation, or a party. 

This use of the picture without of the grammatical structures being taught tends to 

be more vocabulary rehearsing than language teaching. Pictures are utilized for 

several purposes in teaching activities. By using pictures, the students could try to 

tell about the subject on the pictures. They are also could share it with their 

friends about the picture. Those statements is in line with Harmer (2007) who 

states that pictures can be used for multiple ways comprising, such as drilling, 

communication, understanding, ornamentation, predicting, and discussing. 

 

b. Whiteboard 

Whiteboard is regarded as an easier visual tool than the other boards. 

Generally, there are several kinds of boards they are, chalkboard/blackboard, 

whiteboard, and interactive whiteboard (IWB) al of them can ease the teacher to 

change into other messages. Harmer (2007) describes that teachers can use boards 

as notepad, explanation aids, picture frame, public workbook, game board, and 



14 
 

notice board. Whiteboard can help the teachers deliver the messages for the 

students. It becomes a common media in teaching and learning process. This 

media will ease the teachers to write some messages or explanation and also will 

ease the teachers to erase the message and change it into other. 

 

c. Real Things 

Real things are the kind of tool that can be seen, touched, and held by the 

students directly. It can be used to deliver or explain the teaching material by the 

teachers.  

The advantages of visual media are as follows: 

 Attractive visual media can accelerate the absorption of learners in 

understanding the lessons; 

 The real media or the image will be more easily remembered by the learners; 

 If the visual learning media used is non-media projection learning the learners 

can learn by direct touch and explain it as well. 

 

 Audio-visual media  

Audio-visual media are the media that combine between visual media and 

audio. So, it is not only seen, but also heard by the students, for example sound 

film, TV programme etc. According to Anzaku (2011) “The audio-visual media 

are very important and useful in education because the normal learner in so far as 

the functions of his preceptor mechanisms are concerned, gains understanding in 
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terms of multiple impression recorded through the eye, ear, touch, and other 

series”. They are as follows: 

 

a. Film 

The teachers should understand well about the film that will be used for 

the teaching and learning activities. It must be related to the material and educate 

the students. The students are able to get the explanation quickly and easily rather 

than read only. Film can also be played more than one time to get the clarity of the 

story and to develop the students’ mind and opinion. 

 

b. TV/ Television 

Giving the definition of television, Vernon S. Gerlach, et.al (in Sabilah: 

2001) state that television is an electronic system of transmitting still and moving 

images with accompanying sound over a wire or through space. Television is able 

to show kinds of things to help the teacher in exploring the knowledge and make 

the students more active. Television is an instrument which can used to show the 

educational program from the centre of education. But, before using this media 

the teacher should plan, select, introduce, guide, and follow up to fill in the gaps, 

correct misunderstanding, and guide the students’ learning. It can also help the 

students to know the education information from other countries. 

 The advantages of audio-visual media are as follows: 

 Describing past events briefly; 

 Displaying abstract objects in term of imagery; 
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 Delivering messages quickly and easy to remember; 

 Developing students’ opinion and thoughts; 

 Strongly influencing students’ emotions. 

Teachers may choose an appropriate media which is in line with the 

condition of the school since each school has different conditions. Therefore, a 

teacher should adjust those conditions with media will be chose. 

 

2.4 Problems Faced in Using Teaching Media 

Using media to teach in a class is not easy. According to Klein (2002: 

354), problem is a situation in which a person is motivated to reach a goal, but 

some obstacles block the attainment of the goals. Most of teachers have troubles 

in preparing the media. Some problems are presented as follows: 

 

a. The development of technology changes rapidly. 

Not all schools can keep up with the rapidly changing technology. 

Upgrading equipment is often costly and schools may not have the main power to 

handle the equipment. Most classrooms contain at least twenty students, which 

can take up a great deal of internet bandwidth in the instance that they all must 

access their laptop or tablet at once. Likewise, new hires may be necessary for 

teaching students how to use the newer digital media, yet another expense to the 

school. This could be as complex as needing an IT staff to work out potential 

glitches in the system to hiring teachers with a comprehension for various 

software instead of teachers that are somewhat less skilled with technology. If a 
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student is required to do homework using the tablet, their parents may not be able 

to help them with any questions they may have if they are not familiar with the 

software or equipment. 

 

b. The media are not always applicable in some schools. 

The number of educational institution is kind of media that is less than 

optimal circumstances, such as lack of competences, qualities, and the media are 

not easily available/ accessible. Consequently, it leads to lack of interest for 

students and learners to access the media. Moreover, it added by less spirit of both 

teachers and students in successing learning process when using teaching media. 

Therefore, when the media is forced to use in teaching and  learning, it will make 

students becomes not interested and the learning process becomes inefficient and 

ineffective. In addition, less interest of the students in using media do not derive 

from media content, but derives from how the teachers process and deliver the 

learning material to be much more fun. Sometimes, some media do not fit to all 

learning activities. The correlation between learning material and media will not 

absolutely produce a good teaching-learning process if the educators do not well 

convey and simplify the material through the medium of learning. Therefore, the 

students sometime feel less attracted to utilize instructional media because it takes 

longer to digest the learning materials. 

 

c. The principle gives teachers little motivating to use teaching media 

One of the principal tasks aimed as a supervisor in which one of the 

principal problems faced in the use of instructional media lead to less interest of 
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teachers to utilize instructional media and attraction of learners in teaching media. 

Principal as a leadership which needs an awareness to direct, motivate and help 

teachers in solving the problem. Despite how complete and modern media 

learning in educational institutions, it would be useless if the management does 

not work properly. Thus, it will emerge the problem where the function of media 

only as a ‘display’. In short, it will be needed when the urgent situation happens. 

Despite of some advantages in using teaching media, the teacher needs to 

pay attention on its availabilities, references, and qualities. 

 

2.5 The Ways the Teacher Solved the Problems in Using Teaching Media 

 Every problem always has its solution. So does teaching media. There are 

some steps to solve the problems, as follows: 

 

a. Communicating the Media Utilization Plan for the Students 

The communication in planning specific media for the students is very 

important.  Essentially, the purpose of media is to help the students understand the 

learning material as a subject of study instead of facilitating teachers in teaching 

and learning process. According to Higgins & Moesley (2001), “Before using 

media in the classroom the teachers should focus attention upon their students. 

They should to know what impact it will have on students’ learning outcomes.” 

Teachers use the media because it motivates students and offers a different mode 

of presentation and there is a tendency for students to like or dislike the particular 

media. At least, there are two reasons why it considered important to 
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communicate the plan before using teaching media for students, those are the 

students can prepare themselves to take advantage of media in learning subject 

matter through teaching media; and prepare the facilities required before 

participating in learning activities through the media. There is a demand for the 

teacher to well prepare himself before delivering subject, such as subject matter 

that will be discussed as well as preparing the facilities required (in good 

condition). By preparing plan before teaching, the teacher will not meet obstacles 

when utilizing media. 

 

b. Adjusting the Media Based on the Facilities in the School 

While choosing the type of media that will be developed or held, the 

teacher must consider the types of subject matter provided in the school.  Beside, 

Gray (2001) state that successful technology adoption in teachers’ classrooms is 

dependent upon school administrators providing an individualized, differentiated 

process of training and implementation. Then the types of media are considered 

appropriate to present the subject matter desired. Because one of the general 

principles of using media explained that there is no one types of media that are 

suitable or appropriate to present the subject matter. For example, in English 

subject, listening skill needs audio cassette for more appropriate media; and 

writing skill needs printed media. Meanwhile, using the video would be more 

appropriate than teaching the students with the organ of speech by telling the 

word or phrase (pronunciation). 
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c. Communicating the Media Utilization Plan Teaching Media with Media 

Facilitators 

The lack of communication about the plan in using media among media 

facilitators can lead to disruption of the media application. Communication with 

media facilitators will require the personnel to check the activities which utilized 

school facilities. 


