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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses some topics related to the background of the study, 

statement of the problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation, and definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

It is important to learn English language for junior high school students 

because it is an obligatory subject. Based on the Decree of Ministry of Education 

and Culture Republic of Indonesia Number 58 Year 2014 about Curriculum 2013 

of Junior High School/Madrasah Tsanawiyah, English is one of the nine 

obligatory subjects. In addition, learning English is important because it 

contributes to students’ future study and career and also helps them communicate 

with foreigners. 

But there is a problem in teaching English at Junior High School. The 

teachers are faced with difficulties that obstruct the learning process, especially on 

the part of the student's interest in receiving the teaching materials provided by the 

teachers. The students do not pay much attention to the lessons presented by the 

teacher in the classroom because the teaching materials do not attract the students’ 

interest. This may happen because, according to Brown (2001: 92) the terrible 

teens are in age of transition, confusion, self-consciousness, growing, and 

changing bodies and minds. That is the challenge for the teacher to teach them. 

Teens are in between childhood and adulthood and, therefore, a very special set of 
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considerations applies to teaching them. Nevertheless, some thoughts are worth 

verbalizing, even if in the form of simple reminders: 

1. Intellectual capacity adds abstract operational thought around the age of 12. 

Therefore, some sophisticated intellectual processing is increasingly possible. 

Complex problems can be solved with logical thinking.  

2. Attention spans are lengthening as a result of intellectual maturation, but with 

many diversions present in a teenager’s life, those potential attention spans 

can easily be shortened. 

3. Varieties of sensory input are still important, but again increasing capacities 

for abstraction lessen the essential nature of appealing to all five senses. 

4. Secondary school students are of course becoming increasingly adult-like in 

their ability to make those occasional diversions from the nature of immediate 

communicative contexts to dwell on a grammar point or vocabulary item. But 

even in teaching adults, care must be given not to insult them with stilted 

language or to bore them with over analysis. Therefore, the teacher needs 

media in teaching English to deliver easily the material in which if the teacher 

has the difficulties in explaining the material, the teacher can be helped by the 

media to catch the students’ attention. 

Now, to help students develop communicative efficiently in English 

language, many English teachers use media in the teaching and learning process. 

They claim that using media gives a positive on the students’ ability in English 

course. Chan (2011: 1) stated that media have always been inextricably linked to 

the processes of teaching and learning, both in formal and informal learning 

contexts. He gives an example to explain that position: a mother takes her child’s 



3 
 

hand and leads it to lightly touch a hot kettle so that the child can feel intense heat 

on his/her fingers. The mother is making use of the hot kettle as a means to 

illustrate the concept of ‘hot’ and to teach the child that this heat could cause 

severe harm. Similarly, teachers have always used various tools, aids and 

apparatus to represent the knowledge or demonstrate the skills they would like 

their students to acquire. This physical principle is in fact, fulfilling the role of 

educational media in that they support the teacher’s instruction and help make this 

principle ‘visible’ to students. But, the problem is that sometimes the teachers do 

not carry the media that they use and cannot apply them in a good way to the 

students. 

There have been some studies related to the media used in teaching. In her 

study, Saputri (2004) found that the teacher at SDN Perak Barat I used two kinds 

of media in teaching English. They were visual media and audio media. Visual 

media included pictures, blackboard and real objects around the school. Tape 

recorder was one of the audio media, which was rarely used. Another researcher, 

Nikmah (2007) found that the teaching media used by the teacher were visual 

media consisting whiteboard, real object, overhead projector and text book, and 

audio media consisting of radio, tape recorder, and language laboratory. In 

addition, visual media consisted of VCD player, television, and computer/internet. 

Those media were appropriate for teaching each English skill. Besides, Oktaviani 

(2013) found that the teachers used two kinds of teaching media in teaching 

English. They were audiovisual media that consisted of multimedia, and visual 

media that consisted of whiteboard, and real objects. In using the media, the 

teacher faced a problem in teaching listening, especially by using cassette as the 
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media. Hence, she listened to the cassette first before using it in teaching listening 

as a way to cope with the problem. 

Based on the description above, the researcher was curious to investigate 

the teaching media used in teaching English. Therefore, the researcher would like 

to conduct a research on the use of media in teaching English in the second grade 

at SMPN 5 Malang. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Related to the background the study, the problems of this study are stated 

as follows: 

1. What media does the teacher use in teaching English at SMPN 5 Malang? 

2. What problems does the teacher face in using media in teaching English at 

SMPN 5 Malang? 

3. How does the teacher solve the problems in using media in teaching English 

at SMPN 5 Malang? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of the problems above, the purposes of the study 

are: 

1. To identify the media used in teaching English at SMPN 5 Malang. 

2. To describe the problems that the teacher faces in using media teaching 

English at SMPN 5 Malang. 
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3. To describe the ways the teacher solves the problems in using media in 

teaching English at SMPN 5 Malang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The researcher expects that the result of this research will give some 

feedback to the teachers about the use of media, especially English teachers in 

Junior high schools. For students, it will give information about an effective way 

to learn English language in order to get better achievement. For the researchers, 

the result of this research is expected to give a reference about using media that 

might be encountered in teaching English.  

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is on the use of media in teaching English. The 

researcher focuses on the media used during the English class at the second grade. 

This study is limited to the English teacher in SMPN 5 Malang. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

The definition of the key terms in this study is intended to avoid 

misinterpretation on the terms that exist in this study. The terms defined follows: 

1. Learning is acquiring or getting of knowledge of a subject or a skill by study, 

experience, or instruction. (Brown, 2001) 
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2. Teaching is implied in the first definition of learning as showing or helping 

someone to learn how to do something, giving instructions, guiding in the 

study of something, providing with knowledge, causing to know or 

understanding. (Brown, 2001) 

3. Media are means transmitting or delivering messages and in teaching-learning 

perspective delivering content to the learners, to achieve effective instruction. 

(Dewdney & Ride, 2006) 

4. SMPN 5 Malang is one of the favorite junior high schools in the middle of 

Malang City. 

 

 

 


