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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of study, statement of the problems, 

objectives of the study, problem limitation, significance of the study, and 

definition of terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

In every human communication, there are purposes to be conveyed. In 

order to make sure those purposes are conveyed completely and accurately, a 

crucial tool such a language is needed. Sapir (as cited in Poole, 2000:4) defines 

that language is a purely human and non-instinctive method of communicating 

idea, emotions, and desires by means of a system of voluntarily produced 

symbols. Admittedly, language plays significant role in society; it is purposed to 

share a thought about life, death, anger, love, future, past, real, unreal or even to 

communicate the commandment of god many religions have it in their holy book. 

In fact, language not only can communicate purposes through oral as spoken 

language but also through writing as written language. According to Poole 

(2000:177), writing is allowing one to study the subject of language without 

having to travel to a particular place at a particular time to listen to me or some 

other linguist. In this case, an idea, emotion, and desire can be written to be made 

across the times or places. Due to that reason, we could read Shakespeare’s 

thought, ideas, imagination, and plays through his writing. 

Novels do not, however, are long works with a great amount of detail on every 

page. The detail within the story could be the story and the discourse. Discourse 
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here means the language and texture of the writing in a novel (Peck and Coyle, 

1986:103). In this case, perfectly formed texts with a correct cohesion and 

coherence composition must be delivered; so, the events, feelings, and characters 

in the novel could be perfectly conveyed, easily imagined, and comprehended. 

 According to Halliday and Hassan (1976, as cited in Arifin, 2012:12), 

cohesion can be explained as multiple coding system compromising three level of 

coding, or ‘strata’: the semantic (meaning), lexicogrammatical (form) and the 

phonological and orthographic (expression). It means that the cohesion of a 

discourse which is a unique relation of semantic is realized as form (grammatical 

and lexical) and form is realized as expression in form of sound or writing 

(Baryadi as cited in Arifin (2012:12). 

In addition, Gutwinsky (as cited in Tarigan, 2009:93) stated that cohesion 

refers to the relation between sentences within a discourse either in form of 

grammatical or lexical. The definitions about cohesion stated by those linguists 

above are almost the same; relations between parts of text become the focus of 

their definition.  

Furthermore, based on Alarcon and Morales (2011:114) cohesion is created 

through grammatical cohesion (reference, substitution, ellipsis, and conjunction) 

and lexical forms (reiteration and collocation). Both grammatical and lexical 

cohesion help construct perfectly formed texts with a meaning that is easy to be 

comprehended. 

In this study, researcher focuses only on one of four elements of grammatical 

cohesion, namely reference. As it stated by Taboada (2004:160), reference is part 
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of the system of determiners in the noun phrase. The referring item is one that 

cannot be interpreted semantically on its own, but needs to find its resolution 

somewhere else. Equally important, reference as a part of cohesion also bears a 

responsibility in constructing a perfectly coherence in a text. 

In the previous study, Sugiarti (2005) conducted a study merely to enumerate 

the occurrence of the reference items that occur in the lyrics of “Creed’s” song. 

Based on the findings, she found that the dominant occurrence of reference item 

was the personal reference. In a scale of percentage, personal reference found in 

her study were 65% occurrences, 40% occurrences for the demonstrative 

reference, and 5% occurrences for the comparative reference. 

Different from the previous study, present study is going to analyze the 

elements of reference in a novel rather than in lyrics of the song, since it was 

intended to get broader findings to be discussed and to get more linkage existing 

within the novel. Moreover, researchers also intend to analyze each reference 

items used in The Man of Property novel by its functions and its cohesive ties. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, this study is intended to analyze 

the reference as a device of grammatical cohesion in the novel entitled The Man 

of Property. The statement of problems can be defined as follows: 

1. What items of reference are found in novel entitled The Man of Property 

by John Galsworthy? 

2. What is the function of each items of reference found in novel entitled The 

Man of Property by John Galsworthy?  
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3. What cohesive ties are involved in novel entitled The Man of Property by 

John Galsworthy? 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

Concerning to the statement of the problems stated above, the objectives of 

this study are aimed to identify: 

1. The items of reference are found in novel entitled The Man of Property by 

John Galsworthy. 

2. The function of reference items in novel entitled The Man of Property by 

John Galsworthy. 

3. The cohesive ties are involved in novel entitled The Man of Property by 

John Galsworthy. 

1.4 Problem Limitation 

In this study, researcher only focuses on the use of reference items as 

grammatical cohesion that occur in The Man of Property novel by John 

Galsworthy. For instance, items of reference which are categorized into personal, 

demonstrative, and comparative reference would be the core and the scope of the 

study. Meanwhile, the limitation of this study is the story of The Man of Property 

novel by John Galsworthy which is divided into 19 chapters. 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

This study are purposed to give valuable contribution or information that is 

expected to be obtained by: 

1. Students of English Department 
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The result of this study explained in the finding and discussion session 

is expected to give more information in identifying the reference as 

grammatical cohesion device especially in the novel. Also, it is expected 

to enrich students’ knowledge in distinguishing each functions, entities 

and ties of reference items.  

2. Further Researchers 

The findings provide valuable information both theoretical and 

practical analysis of reference as a device of grammatical cohesion used in 

particular text, in which in this case is novel. These findings could be 

applied to be considerable data in conducting a further study related to the 

reference as a device of grammatical cohesion in other kinds of text.   

1.6 Definition of Terms 

In order to obtain the relevant comprehension between researcher and reader 

about the terms used in this study, researcher defines the key term as follows:  

1. Coherence is reserved for the hanging together of the text with something else 

outside itself, whereas cohesion is the internal hanging together of cohesion in 

dialogue the text. (Hasan, 1984:181) 

2. Grammatical cohesion is the cohesion expressed through the grammatical 

system divided into the reference, substitution, ellipsis and conjunction types. 

(Taboada, 2004:160). 

3. Reference is part of the system of determiners in the noun phrase. (Taboada, 

2004:160) 
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4. Novel is an invented prose narrative of considerable length and a certain 

complexity that deals imaginatively with human experience, usually through a 

connected sequence of events involving a group of persons in a specific 

setting. (http://www.britannica.com/art/novel) accessed and downloaded at 

Thursday, June 23rd, 2016 06:24:20 am). 

http://www.britannica.com/art/novel

