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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

For the purpose of informing the basic of this research, the researcher 

presents background of the study, statement of problem, purpose of study, 

hypothesis of the research, significance of the study, scope and limitation of the 

study, and definition of key term as an introduction to lead the readers to 

understand this research. Each point is presented as below. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 Over last decades, English becomes the most widely spoken language in 

the world and is believed as international language. As an international language, 

English is the language for international communication in science, education, 

music, technology, advertising, service, and politic etc. Hence, people need to 

master English not only to cope their restrictiveness among other languages but 

also to fulfill global need in English.  

There are four skills that students need to master in learning English. 

Those skill are speaking, writing, reading, and listening. According to Brown 

(2001), writing is indeed a thinking process. Furthemore, writing  is defined as 

asseriting the idea into a paper and shapping it into words and paragraphs 

coherently. In the process of learning a language, writing plays an important role 

for students. By mastering this skill, others skill such as vocabulary, reading and 

speaking might improve as well. In his journal, Huy (2015), stated that :  

“Firstly, writing is a good way to help develop their ability of using vocabulary 

and grammar, increasing the ability of using language. Secondly, writing is an 
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essential tool to support other skills. If a student has good writing ability, they can 

speak and read the text more effectively “ (p.53)  

  

However, it was found that there are problems in learning writing. The problems 

that are also faced by other students are grammar, vocabulary, and student’s 

interest. In writing, students need to transform their idea into word and paragraph 

then put them on paper. Besides, students also need to think about grammar, 

punctuation, and diction. In the process of writing, students are even demanded to 

find the appropriate words to represent their idea and to make the massage of the 

writing clear.  Therefore, writing is considered to be one of difficult skills in 

learning English. However it is not that easy, as students still need to master 

writing for their future career. 

 The situation is more complicated due to the monotonous process of 

English teaching and learning in the class. The traditional teaching process mostly 

causes students’ feeling bored during the course. This situation makes students be 

passive and unmotivated. However, students are supposed to be active during the 

teaching process. Students need to be involved actively in learning process to 

raise their motivation. With this fact, teacher needs to find and create appropriate 

method, media and technique to teach writing effectively.  

 In SMP Muhammadiyah 08 Batu, the researcher found that students have 

some problems during writing class. Students have difficulties in expressing their 

idea because of lack of vocabulary. It led students to have also had low motivation 

in solving tasks. Those problems result in students’ laziness to initiate writing 

product, therefore, leading to less developed writing skill. 
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 Picture as media in learning English might be used to develop student’s 

ability in writing. Moreover, the use of visuals media such as pictures, 

illustrations, and flash cards, are common nowadays in teaching English (Uematsu, 

2012). On the other hand, previous research reveals that explaining material 

during the teaching and learning process of English vocabularies might run better 

using pictures (Wibowo : 2009). By these previous study and statement above, the 

researcher believes that teaching using picture might be better and more useful 

than other materials. 

 Based on explanation above, the researcher decides to take research in 

teaching and learning English under title “The implementation of pictorial story to 

enhance students writing achievement at SMP Muhammadiyah 08 Batu”. 

1.2 Research of  Problem 

 In line with the background of the study and the need to construct the 

inquiry of knowledge in this topic, the researcher formulates a research question. 

It is:  

Does students who are taught using pictorial story show better writing 

achievement than who are not?  

 

1.3 The Hypothesis of the Study 

 Hypothesis is tentative answer of variable in which the truth must be tasted, 

based on previous statement, the reseacher has two hypotheses: 

Ha: Students who are taught by using pictorial story show better writing 

achievement. 

Ho: Students who are taught by using pictorial story do not show better writing 

achievement. 



4 
 

1.4 Purpose of the Study 

  This study aimed to find out whether teaching using pictorial story 

effectively improves students writing achievement at SMP Muhammadiyah 08 

Batu. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

  This study is limited on the use of pictorial story in writing skill. The focus 

of this study is to find out whether pictorial story improves students’ writing 

achievement which is related to the second year students at SMP Muhammadiyah 

08 Batu.  

1.6 Significance of the Study 

 The result of this study is expected to be useful for teachers, and next 

researchers. Firstly, the researcher hopes the result of this study might improves 

teachers’ quality in teaching and learning process in order to enhance student 

understanding and interesting in writing skill. The second, the result of this study 

is expected to be usefull for next researchers who conduct further research about 

picture as media in teaching as recent data and valuable source. 

1.7 Definition of Key Term 

 The researcher includes some definition of key terms to support the reader 

understanding. The definitions of key terms are as follows :  

1. Picture is painting, drawing that shown a scene a person or thing (Oxford 

Learners Pocket Dictionary : 2008 ).  

2. Writing is indeed a think process. Writing means permitted the ideas down on 

the paper and organize them into words and paragraph (Brown : 2001: 36)  
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3. Pictorial Story is is an art work which has sequence of stories that uses 

pictures and words as main element for presenting its information and ideas. 

(Firdaus : 2010)  

 After the researcher explained some points about the basic information on 

the present study, chapter two will discuss some theoretical overview about what 

reading is, process of reading, motivation, motivation in reading activity, 

technology, and technology use dealing with this research. 

 


