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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In order to present the background information about this study, the 

researcher provides some points required in a research. It involves background of 

study, statement of problem, hypothesis of study, purpose of study, significance of 

study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. Each section will be 

discussed as follow: 

1.1 Background of Study 

Language is like a bridge which connects one person to others (Coultas, 

2003). Hence, communication is used by people to extend information, share 

ideas, give instructions, and express emotions as their need as social beings. 

Moreover, language has its variant expressions which can be spoken and written, 

even using gesture. Yule (2010, p.3) states that the person‟s sound tangled in 

physical exertion could be the person‟ language source, specifically when the 

physical exertion involved some people and communication had to be 

synchronized. The way a person uses language also reflects his/her own 

personality, beliefs, attitudes and values. Besides, each person tries to make sure 

not only using language appropriately within a particular context but also being 

true to his/her self. 

English is one of languages which is used as a bridge of communication 

within people around the world. Therefore, English has become a lingua franca 

even though it is not the language with the largest number of native speakers 
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(Harmer, 2001). Furthermore, the development of science, technology, and 

cultures are the examples of any development which cannot be separated from the 

use of English.  

English can be learnt in so many ways, one of the ways is through 

education. Since English might be a foreign language in some countries, education 

is considered the best way to introduce it. In Indonesia, English is considered as a 

foreign language and as one of compulsory subjects that should be learnt by the 

students especially in the secondary school level, such as in junior and senior high 

school. Additionally, the goal of teaching English is providing the students‟ 

knowledge and skills in which they will be able to communicate in English either 

in spoken or written form. 

To be acknowledged as having mastery in English, there are skills that 

should be mastered by language learners which are defined into two, receptive and 

productive skills. Firstly, receptive skills, which consist of reading and listening, 

are when the people receive and decode the meaning of information they see, 

read, and listen (Harmer, 2001). Once we read a material, listen to story or take 

part in a discussion, we recall our preceding information as we deal with the 

comprehension process, and organize a variety of receptive skills. Secondly, 

productive skills, that include speaking and writing, are when the people acquire 

and produce the language through speech or written text in order to create the 

understandable information to others (Harmer, 2001). In conclusion, both 

receptive and productive skills support and are related to each other because when 
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we build the reading and listening skills, we also contribute to the development of 

speaking and writing skills. 

Furthermore, in the real life communication, being able to speak in English 

is not enough. It is because not all communication activities might be held in the 

form of spoken language, but they sometimes need written form, as stated by 

Langan (2005) that writing can be used as a means of communication. In the 

global era, many aspects of life need writing skill as a part of the requirements. 

One of the examples which writing takes an important role is in the educational 

setting.  In the educational setting, students are expected to be able to write a kind 

of academic writing. Therefore, schools or institutions should provide their 

students with sufficient skills which are needed to face the real world situation 

with the real language use. 

The writing skill difficulties are one of the most significant problems that 

affect not only native speakers but also hundreds of students who are learning 

English as a second or foreign language around the world. It is proven by the 

findings of Huy (2015) that many students at high schools are not aware of the 

importance of writing skill and the number of high school students which is 

successful in learning writing is too small. It is because the students have the 

problems related to vocabulary, grammar, the given topic, and also the material. 

Ka-kan-dee and Kaur (2014) also found that “Thai EFL English major students 

articulated some difficulties include vocabulary, grammar, structure of writing 

argumentative essay, providing solid evidence, and organizing the idea”. In 

addition, Rosalina (2016) found that there are some difficulties faced by the first 
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grade of junior high school, SMP Muhammadyah 8 Batu, in writing descriptive 

text. Out of two major difficulties, arranging sentence into paragraph is placed in 

the first difficulties faced by 100% students (25 students) and followed by the 

difficulties in using proper tenses with 60% students (15 students). Moreover, 

there are also some problems like low vocabulary level, low motivation, difficulty 

in understanding the material and not paying attention while the teacher explain. 

Looking those findings, the researcher might conclude that mastering writing skill 

needs lots of components of English in which the students‟ feel uneasy to achieve 

the better writing. 

In order to solve the difficulties faced by the students in achieving writing 

skill, the teacher might use various techniques to help the learners write. 

Herniyawati (2012) found that outlining technique had good responses because 

students might develop their idea, arrange their sentence, and concentrate on their 

main topic. This finding shows that in writing, there are not only ideas and 

grammar needed but also keeping the ideas in line with the main topic as well. In 

addition, Saraswati (2013) also found that using mind mapping in teaching writing 

significantly improved the students‟ writing mastery. It is showed by the students‟ 

improvement in generating and organizing their ideas while using mind mapping. 

The students also had more interest in writing and became quicker in writing their 

ideas.  

Furthermore, there are kinds of techniques which are used to improve the 

students in finding and organizing the ideas, one of them is cubing technique. 

Cubing techniques was initiated by Elizabeth and Gregory Cowan (1980) which 
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was mentioned in their textbook entitled „Writing‟ (Cahyono, 2012). The 

application of cubing technique was inspired by the shape of cube which has six 

sides in it. Not far from outlining and mind mapping, cubing technique also can be 

used to help the students in finding, developing, and organizing the ideas in 

writing. Since the technique is based on the physical appearance of six sides of a 

cube, the students might observe the certain topic from a multiple viewpoints. It is 

correspondingly asserted by Cahyono (2012) that cubing technique could help the 

EFL learners to develop ideas in writing paragraph and essay. He applied cubing 

technique in his writing classes at the undergraduate level in the English 

Department of State University of Malang. He found that in general, the students 

could develop their ideas about the topic they had chosen. 

Based on the explanation above, there are two urgencies behind this 

conducting study. Firstly, since the previous researcher, Cahyono (2012), applied 

cubing technique for university students, the researcher wants to implement 

cubing technique for another level which is for high school students, precisely for 

the second year students of SMA Islam Karangploso Malang. Secondly, the 

researcher wishes to apply cubing technique to improve students‟ skill in writing 

analytical exposition text due to the fact that analytical exposition text is one of 

their school subjects. In conclusion, the researcher wants to investigate whether 

teaching writing using „cubing‟ technique can significantly improve the students‟ 

ability in writing analytical exposition text in SMA Islam Krangploso Malang. 

The school is chosen as the object of study since the students are considered to 

have low achievement in English skills, especially in writing skill. 
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1.2 Statement of Problem 

Does „cubing‟ technique significantly improve writing skill of the XI graders of 

SMA Islam Karangploso Malang? 

1.3 Hypothesis of Study 

Ho:  Using „cubing‟ technique does not significantly improve writing skill of 

the XI graders of SMA Islam Karangploso Malang. 

Ha:  Using „cubing‟ technique does significantly improve writing skill of the XI 

graders of SMA Islam Karangploso Malang. 

1.4 Purpose of Study 

The expecting result of this study is to improve the students‟ achievement in 

writing skill. Furthermore, the specific aim of this study is to support the students 

in finding the ideas, developing ideas, and relating them to be well sequenced in 

writing analytical exposition text. 

1.5 Significance of Study 

The result of this research is expected for the three objectives including the next 

researcher, the English teacher, and the students. Firstly, this study might be 

useful for the next researcher, in terms of the subject lesson used and the other 

objective skills, such as speaking and reading. Secondly, this study might be 

beneficial for the English teachers in teaching writing skills in order to enrich the 

technique used in teaching English skills. Finally, the students are expected to 
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encourage themselves in improving their writing skill, specifically in finding the 

ideas, developing ideas, and relating them to be well sequenced in writing 

analytical exposition text. 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

In this research, the researcher only focuses on the „cubing‟ technique used in 

writing skill especially in writing analytical exposition text. Meanwhile, the 

limitation of this research is „cubing‟ technique used in writing skill for the 

second year students of SMA Islam Karangploso Malang. 

1.7 Definition of Key Words 

In order to avoid some miscomprehension about a certain word in this study, the 

researcher tries to explain some definitions below: 

1. Writing: It is a system which needs a process to be put on and has to be 

learned over continued conscious effort. It is also defined as the symbolic 

representation of language through the use of graphic signs. (Yule, 2010, 

p.212) 

2. Cubing Technique: Cubing is a technique that involves six different 

perspectives to see an object or a topic which was inspired by the shape of a 

cube whose six sides. The six perspectives are describing, comparing, 

associating, analyzing, applying, and arguing about the topic. (Cahyono, 2012) 


