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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses about the background of the study, statement of

problem, the objective of the research, hypothesis, purpose of the study, significance

of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms.

1.1 Background of the Study

In Indonesia, English use as foreign language. It is introduced from

elementary level to high school level, to university level business professional.

English has helped people off all ages build their confidence and skill needed for

successful life. Therefore, in learning English, there are four skills that must be

mastered well. They are reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Each skill has

different objective that has to be reached in order to master the language. If the

students cannot master all of those skills, they will get difficulty in making

communication both in oral and written form.

This study focuses on speaking, because when the students communicate with

other teachers, they must speak. If they cannot speak, the communication will stop.

Therefore, speaking is very important. Hadge (2003:261) added that learning to speak

competently in English is a priority. It is a must that students have to master speaking

in order to make better communication in both oral and written.
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Sometimes, some students will have difficulty in speaking because they

assume that speaking is hard to do. Their scores of speaking are so poor. Therefore,

students should be given an additional treatment to increase their speaking ability. In

teaching speaking, a teacher should be creative to improve their students’speaking

ability. To improve it, teacher can use media in teaching speaking and learning

process. They can use television, film, comic, picture, and so on.

In this study, the researcher focuses on the use of picture series. Hatch and

Brown (1995:375) states when students have seen an object or an action, their desire

to know the label (word) for it may increase. So, when students look at the picture

series, help the students getting the concept of their speaking well.

Picture series are not only very useful in teaching and learning process, but

also to provide motivation. Wright (1994:18) adds that picture (include picture series)

provides motivation and gives a nonverbal stimulus for what is said or written. In

some cases, the teacher usually knows exactly what the students should say.

Concerning with picture series as the media of teaching, the researcher believes that

picture series have an important role to improve speaking ability. Moreover, Wright

(1994:201) states that those pictures which are related to each other can be related as

separate picture series and use in mini dialogue, and so on. In other words, picture

series or related pictures can make students feel free in speaking because they have

seen those pictures that have been arranged well. Students just speak based on picture

series.
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To get picture series are not difficult. We can get them from many sources

such us as from book, comic, newspaper, and others. Wright (1994:182) adds that

sources such as newspaper, magazine, advertisements and publicity can be used for

picture series. In this study, the researcher gets the sources from newspaper. Based on

the explanation above, the researcher wants to conduct a study entitled “The

Implementation of Picture Series on Teaching Speaking of the Eighth – Grade

Student of SMP Aisyiyah Muhammadiyah 3 Malang”.

In previous research which has been done by Laila Wati (2009) entitled

“Using Incomplete Picture Series Technique to Improve the Speaking Ability of the

Second-Year Students at Mts. Hikmatusysyarif NW Salut, Lombok” showed that the

Incomplete Picture Series technique was successful in improving the students’

speaking ability as well as increasing their involvement in the teaching and learning

activities. Incomplete picture series technique is effective in enhancing the students’

involvement in speaking activities, especially when they work in groups. The

findings, it can be inferred that incomplete Picture Series technique has been proven

to improve not only the students’ speaking ability but also the students’ involvement

in the learning process, particulary in the speaking activities.

Another research is conducted by Kardiana (2011). She shows that the results

of the research indicates that use picture series in describing things and people was

successful in improving the students’ speaking ability. The improvement could be

seen from the increase of students’ speaking assessment.
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From two previous researches, it can be concluded that the use of picture

series can be used to improve both the students’ speaking ability and students’

involvement in the teaching and learning process.

1.2 Statement of the Problems

Based on the background, the statement of the problems are formulated as

follows:

1. How is the implementation of picture series on teaching techniques for speaking

class at eight – grade student of SMP Aisyiyah Muhammadiyah 3 Malang?

2. How does the students’ response toward the use of picture series?

1.3 The Purposes of the Study

Related to the problem, the purpose of the study is as follows:

1. To describe the implementation of picture series on teaching techniques for

speaking class at eight – grade student of SMP Aisyiyah Muhammadiyah 3

Malang.

2. To describe the students’ response toward the use of picture series.

1.4 Significance of the Study

The result of this study is expected to give some significant contribution to:

1. The Teacher

The researcher result might be useful as consideration for the English teacher to

use picture series in teaching speaking to improve the students’ speaking ability.
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2. The Students

The action gave to the students are very useful as strong stimulus to practice and

improve the students’ speaking ability.

3. The Other Researcher

The researcher result is significant for other researchers as reference and

information to do the further researches to improve other language components.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

The scope of this research is the implementation of the use of picture series on

teaching speaking. Then the limitation of the study is the teacher who teaches eighth

grade students of SMP Aisyiyah Muhammadiyah 3 Malang and student who study of

eighth grade students of SMP Aisyiyah Muhammadiyah 3.

1.6 Definition of Key Terms

1. Picture series or sequence of picture is picture which has meaning and massage.

Those picture series contain story that will be informed by the maker to the

reader. The story can be influenced story, or other men’s active. Those picture

series can be obtained from Jawa Pos newspaper (Wright, 1994)

2. Speaking ability is the ability of the students to speak English. Speking ability in

this research refers to the students’ score taken by interview. The interview

focuses on grammar, comprehension, vocabulary, fluency, pronunciation, and

task (Hedge, 2003).
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