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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the writer discusses the background of the study, the statement 

of the problems, the purpose of the study, the scope and limitation of the study, 

the significance of the study, and the definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language cannot be separated from human being’s life and society. As a 

tool for communication, language is used to communicate with others. 

Moreover, people cannot ignore the fact that they use language in their daily 

life. As it is known as social creatures, people cannot live without 

communicating with other people. That is why language has an important part 

in human’s life. 

Nowadays, modern advanced technology like internet allows people to 

communicate with other people in different country who have their own 

languages. This situation makes the people understand and use more than one 

language. The ability to use two languages is called bilingualism. Jendra 

(2010:68) explains that bilinguals or bilingual people are people who speak 

two languages every day. 

One of the examples of bilingualism is code mixing. “Code mixing occurs 

when people use both of languages together to the extent that they change from 

alone language to the other in the course of a single utterance. It is a mixture of 
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words, phrases, and clauses” (Wardhaugh, 2006:108). It means code mixing is 

a state when people use two language or mix two language in one sentence. 

In a community, using more than one language or mixing between two or 

more language in an utterance is a common phenomenon. In other words, 

bilingual people often mix two different languages or code since they always 

have alternatives to choose the language they want to use. For example, 

Indonesian novel which is translated into English novel yet the author still 

mixes her writing to Indonesian. Below is the example: 

 

Maybe he was stupid or maybe he did it on purpose so that he’d get a high 

fare, but the driver took Tegar to Jalan Cipto, the busiest road in all of 

Cirebon, especially on the weekend. (Maybe he was stupid or maybe he did 

it on purpose so that he’d get a high fare, but the driver took Tegar to Cipto 

Street, the busiest road in all of Cirebon, especially on the weekend.) 

(Source: Cigarette Girl novel by Ratih Kumala page 26, line 12) 

He was extremely excited to begin his own klobot business. Pak Trisno has 

even throw in some leftover cloves for free. (He was extremely excited to 

begin his own clove business. Mr. Trisno has even throw in some leftover 

cloves for free.) 

(Source: Cigarette Girl novel by Ratih Kumala page 53, line 15) 

 

Code does not only happen in oral communication but also in a written 

form. The written form of code mixing usually found in various media such as 

newspaper, magazine or novel. Today, novel has become one of the most 

favoritebooks to be read among the Indonesian teenagers. Novel is a long work 

of narrative prose fiction, because of its length, a novel can picture life with all 

its richness, complexity, and contradiction (Macmillan, 1984:432) 

Novel has various themes such as women, science, history, religion, 

spiritual, social, ethnic, and even politic. One of the interesting developments 
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of novel in Indonesia is the author mixes the language in order to attract the 

readers. There are some novels in Indonesia which are frequently use code 

mixing such as Divortiare, De Journal, London Love Story, and Cigarette Girl.  

In this research, the researcher chooses Cigarette Girl novel due to the fact that 

Cigarette Girl novel is translation version of Gadis Kretek novel. Therefore, 

the story is full of code mixing which is interesting to be analyzed. 

Cigarette Girl novel by Ratih Kumala is one of the famous Indonesian 

novels. The novel was originally published by Gramedia Pustaka Utama 

Jakarta in 2012 under the title Gadis Kretek and translated from Indonesian 

into English by Annie Tucker in 2015. Ratih Kumala also is the author of five 

other books; Tabula Rasa (novel), Genesis (novel), Larutan Senja (collected 

fiction), Kronik Betawi (novel) and Bastian dan Jamur Ajaib (short series 

collection). In addition, she also writes a screenplay. 

Several researchers related to the study of code mixing have been 

conducted, one of which was done by Reza Azwan Alfarisi (2007) entitles “An 

Analysis of Code Mixing Used by Users to Update Status on Facebook”. The 

research design which was used in his study was descriptive qualitative 

research. The users were selected as the subject because they often used code 

mixing to update their status. The research instrument of his research was the 

writer himself. To collect the data, the researcher used observation and 

documentation. The data were the update status of the users. The findings of 

his study were divided into two. The first was the types of code mixing used by 

users to update status on Facebook. They were insertion, alternation, and 
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congruent lexicalization. The second was the meaning of code mixing used by 

the users. 

Both Facebook and novel are kinds of written form media that usually 

contain code mixing. Different from novel, Facebook is a social network to 

connect with everyone like sending messages for other users and anything else. 

People with different country can communicate each other by using Facebook. 

It makes code mixing are commonly used by user in Facebook. In the other 

hand, the use of code mixing in a novel is an interesting phenomenon to 

analyze because not all the author mixed the language in the novel. Most of 

novel published in a country with its language. 

Therefore, the researcher is interested in conducting a research on code 

mixing found in novel. The researcher wants to analyze Indonesian-English 

code mixing found in Cigarette Girl novel by Ratih Kumala. The researcher 

wants to know what are the Indonesian-English code mixing found in the 

Cigarette Girl novel by Ratih Kumala. The researcher also wants to find out 

the types of Indonesian-English code mixing found in the Cigarette Girl novel 

by Ratih Kumala. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

The description above can be described by several questions to explore 

more about the problem that the writer wants to analyze in this study. They 

are: 
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1. What are the Indonesian-English code mixing found in the Cigarette Girl 

novel by Ratih Kumala? 

2. What are the types of Indonesian-English code mixing found in the 

Cigarette Girl novel by Ratih Kumala? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

This study is conducted in order to answer the questions stated above, they 

are:  

1. To know the Indonesian-English code mixing found in the Cigarette Girl 

novel by Ratih Kumala. 

2. To find out the types of Indonesian-English code mixing found in the 

Cigarette Girl novel by Ratih Kumala. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the code mixing found on the Cigarette Girl 

novel by Ratih Kumala only. For the limitation of this study is only on the 

types of Indonesian-English code mixing found in the Cigarette Girl novel by 

Ratih Kumala. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study has both theoretical and practical values. 

Theoretically, this study is expected to contribute to the theory of 

Sociolinguistic. Practically, the result of this study may become a reference 
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for students and lectures in English Department of Faculty of Teacher 

Training and Education, University of Muhammadiyah Malang. It is expected 

that the students and lectures in English Department get a broader knowledge 

about Sociolinguistics studies, especially a study about code mixing. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding, it is necessary to define the important terms 

which are used in this proposal. They are: 

1. Code is a system used for communication between two or more parties. It 

can be a language, speech, or dialect. Choosing a code is the way people 

conform communication to their parties (Wardhaugh, 2006:101). 

2. Code Mixing refers to the use of two languages together, changing from 

one language to the other in a single utterance. Moreover, the speaker 

uses a certain language in this communication; however, he inserts some 

pieces of another language. It includes the mixture of words, phrases, and 

clauses of several languages (Wardhaugh, 2006:108). 

3. Novel is a long work of narrative prose fiction, because of its length, a 

novel can picture life with all its richness, complexity, and contradiction 

(Macmillan, 1984:432) 

4. Cigarette Girl is a novel by Ratih Kumala which is a story about three 

generation of cigarette business and love.  




