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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is language that is taught at school in every country in the world 

included Indonesia. In Indonesia, English is taught from the lowest level of 

education to the highest level. It is from elementary school to university level. The 

purpose of teaching English at schools in Indonesia is to provide students basic 

skills of English. 

In learning English, there are four skills that should be mastered, they are: 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. As a skill, speaking is the most used skill 

by people rather than the three other skills. According to Richard (2007:1), 

“Learners consequently often evaluate their success in language learning as well as 

the effectiveness of their English course on the basis of how well they feel they 

have improved in their spoken proficiency”. From the statement, the researcher can 

say that most language learners study English in order to develop proficiency in 

speaking. 

The students have been studying the English for quite long time. The problem 

that occur is why having learned English for many years does not well contribute 

to fluent English communication. They probably understand English when other 

people speak, they may also understand the written English text but it is difficult 

for them to express their ideas in English. 

To cope with this problem, the teacher can use several methods to teach the 

students in the classroom although sometimes the teacher also finds difficulties to 

teach the students. One of them is by applying a method in teaching English 
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speaking. Teaching methods are related to the technique used by teacher on 

teaching learning activities. Logislatif (2012) states the method used by teacher in 

the classroom teaching is a factor that causes the student’s speaking problem. 

However, it makes only few students speak English well. 

There are many methods of language teaching that may be selected for teaching 

speaking skill. One of them that is appropriate in developing  speaking skill is 

Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) and expected to be  one of ways to make 

student’s English speaking better. The researcher assumes that Contextual Teaching 

and Learning is suitable method to be used to teach speaking in the classroom. 

According to Johnson (2002:25): 

“CTL is an educational process that aims to help student see meaning in the 
academic subject with the context of their daily lives that is with the context of 
their personal, social, and cultural circumstances. To achieve this aim, the 
system encompasses the following eight components: making meaningful 
connections, doing significant work, self-regulated learning, collaborating, 
critical and creative thinking, nurturing the individual, reaching high standards, 
and using authentic assessments”. 

From the statement, it can be stated that CTL is the method that helps students 

relate subject matter content to real world situations and motivate students to make 

connections between knowledge and its applications to their lives as family 

members, citizens and workers. In such an environment, student will discover 

meaningful relationship between abstract ideas and practical application in the 

context of the real world.  

In  contextual  class,  teacher  only  helps  the  students  achieve  the  purpose, 

it means the teacher creates strategies, arranges a team and encourages the students 

to learn with each other in order to learn meaningfully and productively. Contextual 

teaching and learning emphasize the role of students than teacher. In this case, the 
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teacher allows the students to find their own materials in their real contexts. So, it 

is easy for them to memorize and understand the materials.  

To make the students speak in the classroom is not easy. The difficulties of 

students to speak may be caused by some background such as student’s reluctance, 

lack of motivation, uninteresting teaching technique, faulty method in teaching 

speaking, etc. For this, the teacher is supposed to be more creative in developing 

their teaching learning process and using appropriate method to create good 

atmosphere and improve the students speaking skill.  For  these  challenges, SMPN 

04 Lamongan  try to  guide the  students  by teaching speaking  skill in order to 

make the students speak  English  well. To get this objective of study, the teacher 

at this school implemented Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) as the method 

in the teaching and learning process. It is because this method is appropriate to make 

the students speak up so that they can improve their speaking skill.  This  fact  

supports  the statement  of Anggraeni  (2012) who state that one of  the  methods  

that is suitable for teaching English especially speaking skill is Contextual  

Teaching  and Learning which is related to subject matter content to real world 

situation. Moreover, that  relating  subject  content  to  real  world situation  is 

extremely  needed  during  the  teaching  learning  process  so that  the students 

know the benefit of learning in the classroom.  

Nevertheless, based on the researcher’s pre-observation in the school, the CTL 

method was not optimal. It was because the teacher at this school had less 

understanding about the components of Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) 

method itself.  
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Based on the phenomenon above, the researcher is interested in conducting a 

study entitled “The Implementation of Contextual Teaching and Learning 

Strategies in Teaching Speaking to the Seventh Grade Students of SMP Negeri 

04 Lamongan” 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of study above, the researcher focuses on the 

following problems: 

1. How does the teacher of instructional achievement using contextual teaching 

and learning strategies in teaching English speaking to the seventh grade 

students of SMP Negeri 04 Lamongan? 

2. How do the students respond to the implementation of contextual teaching and 

learning strategies in teaching English speaking at SMP Negeri 04 Lamongan? 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Related to the research problems, the objectives of the study are:  

1. To describe the instructional achievement using contextual teaching and 

learning strategies in teaching English speaking to the seventh grade students 

of SMP Negeri 04 Lamongan.  

2. To describe students’ responses to the implementation of contextual teaching 

and learning strategies at the seventh grade in SMP Negeri 04 Lamongan. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This research is expected to be beneficial for teachers, students, and next 

researchers, theoretically and practically which are described as follows: 



5 
 

 English Teacher 

The  result  of  this  study  is expect to  become  a  contribution  to  the 

development of teaching English speaking and could be useful for additional 

information that could be applied in teaching using Contextual Teaching and 

Learning. 

 Next Researchers 

This research will be used as a reference to conduct another research about 

Contextual Teaching and Learning. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

This study focuses on the implementation of contextual teaching and learning 

strategies in teaching speaking. In addition, this study is limited to the English 

teacher and the seventh grade students of SMPN 04 Lamongan. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misinterpretation  in  understanding  this  study.  Those terms are 

presented as follows: 

1. Teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn, 

setting the conditions for learning (Brown, 2000:7). 

2. Speaking is a productive oral skill and it consists of producing systematic 

verbal utterance to convey meaning (Nunan, 2003:48). In this thesis, Speaking 

is measured through someone ability in English communication or to express 

a sequence of ideas orally. 

3. Contextual Teaching and Learning is an educational process to help students 

by connecting academic subject with the contact of their daily lives such as 

their personal social and cultural circumstances (Johnson, 2002:25). In this 
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thesis, Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) is aimed  at building  

knowledge  and skills in meaningful way by engaging students’ real world 

situation or authentic context. 

4. Teaching speaking through CTL means the way the teacher teaches the 

students how to speak efficiently by relating subject content to real world 

situation. 

5. SMP Negeri 04 Lamongan is a junior high school in Panglima Sudirman Street, 

74 Lamongan. 

 


