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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter covers background of study, statement of problems, purposes 

of the study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of the key 

terms. All of them are expounded as follows. 

1.1 Background of the study 

In this day and age, English becomes the prominent language subject of 

education. It is conducted in all level of major body of educational system, from 

primary to higher education across the globe (Flowerdew & Peacock, 2001; Lauder 

2008). It becomes tremendous language subject because almost all areas of study 

such as research, business, commerce, technology and education is in English. As 

an essential language subject, it has been used and taught widely throughout the 

world. Indonesia is one of many countries which adopts English as a subject in its 

school curriculum. English skills are divided into two categories such as receptive 

skills and productive skills. Reading and listening are considered as receptive skill 

whereas speaking and writing are known as productive skills (Javed, Juan and 

Nazli:2003). 

“Writing is seen as a textual product, a coherent arrangement of elements 

structured according to a system of rule” (Hyland 2009: 8). As the basic English 

skill, it plays a pivotal role to improve student’s exposure and competency for the 

purpose of interaction and communication. This skill can be applied for academic 

writing such as essay, research paper, journal, book review and synthesis. 

Generally, writing is the most difficult skill then others, even native speakers 
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experience difficulty in producing a good writing (Johnstone, Ashbaugh, & 

Warfield, 2002; Javed, Juan & Nazli, 2003). This skill is acquired through formal 

education at school level. The extensive knowledge must be possessed by the 

student in order to produce a good quality of writing. Besides that, the student 

should pay attention on grammatical structure, vocabulary, tenses and etc.  

According to Syarif (2014), the error that was made by students of eleventh 

grade of SMAN 4 Bekasi, academic year 2012/2013 is misinformation (107 errors 

or 14.59%), omission (29 errors or 15.68%), misordering 27 errors or 14.59%), and 

addition (22 errors or 11.9%). Based on the study, the writer concludes that the 

eleventh grade of SMAN 4 BEKASI made error in using simple past tense which 

the classification type of error is misinformation. Potradinata (2011), in his study 

under the title errors in using past tense in writing recount text made by the eighth 

grade also found the most dominant error in using past tense is changing irregular 

verb as much as 45.4%. 

With regard to the issues above, the adversity on the writing of recount text 

become pivotal concern in educational research. Therefore, the writer is interested 

in analyzing the student’s problem in writing recount text. The writer recognizes 

the advantageous of this study for the L2 students, the teacher and also researcher 

himself who will be future English teacher. Therefore, the writer would like to carry 

out the research under the title “Error analysis of writing recount text by the second 

year students of SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu”. 

1.2 Statement of the problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the writer would like to 

formulate the problems as follows:  



3 
 

1. What types of errors are made by the second year students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah Batu in their writing recount text? 

2. What are common errors made by second year students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 8 Batu in their writing recount text? 

1.3 Purposes of the study 

Based on the background of the study above, purposes of the study are 

formulated as follows: 

1. To investigate the errors in writing recount text of the second year students 

of SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu. 

2. To explore the frequency errors in writing recount text of the second year 

students of SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu. 

1.4 Significance of the study  

Theoretically, this study is intended for grammar study especially tenses 

which focuses on simple past tense to reveal that it is as one of the affective 

variable of writing recount text for junior high school students. Practically, this 

study is intended to the teacher, specially to English teacher of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 8 Batu by serving the result of the study concerning with the 

types of error and common errors in writing recount text as a contribution in 

understanding their student’s errors so the teacher will be able to help their 

students overcoming the errors. For the English department students, the 

research findings provide knowledge related to types of errors significantly and 

motivate them to improving their skill in making recount text for writing class 

and also enabling the next researchers to use the findings as perfectly fitted 

reference to conduct similar research. 
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1.5 Scope and limitation 

The scope of this study focuses on errors in writing recount text. While for 

the limitation, the writer limits the study to the second year students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 8 Batu. 

1.6 Definition key of term 

Avoiding misunderstanding of the key terms used in this study, it necessary 

for the writer to define them as follows: 

1. Error is any deviation from selected language performance, related to 

grammar rules which affect to the interlanguage competence of the learner 

(Brown, 2000; Dulay et all, 1982). 

2. Recount text is type of text that constructs a pattern sequence of events with 

a problematic or unexpected outcome that make the reader think about an 

issue, teach them a lesson, excite their emotions, entertain and instruct them 

(Butt et all, 2003; Pratyasto, 2011). 




