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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter 1 of this research provides the basic idea related to the present study. This 

chapter presents background of the study, statement of problems, purpose of the study, 

significance of the study, scope, limitation and definition of key terms. The explanation of each 

will be carried out below. 

1.1  Background of the study 

 In this part the researcher is going to introduce an idea from a prominent scholar that of,  

“Teaching is showing or helping to learn how to do something, giving instructions, guiding in 

the study of something, providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand” (Brown, 

2007, p. 7). Based on that idea above, the researcher comes to a personal understanding that 

teaching is the process of giving knowledge through many ways such as giving instruction, 

guiding, facilitating, and setting the condition from something that the learners did not 

understand before.   

  Teaching process requires many aspects that have to be fulfilled. One of the aspects is in 

the teacher's side the one who has to teach. Teacher is not allowed to teach carelessly in every 

teaching activity. According to Dimyati and Mujiono (2009), the teacher has to use the theories 

and principles of a particular study in order to act appropriately in teaching and learning. On the 

other hand, teachers need to learn theories and principles of learning in order to conduct their 

teaching activities. Therefore, the purposes of teaching and learning organized by teacher can be 

achieved successfully.  
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 Harmer (2007, p. 265) has stated that,  “teacher tends to talk about the way we use 

language in terms of four skills, those skills are categorized into two category: receptive and 

productive skill”. Receptive skill is a term used for reading and listening while productive skills 

is the term for speaking and writing. It means that those four skills influence learners‟ language 

ability. The learners are regarded mastering the language if they master those four skills. 

Therefore, the four skills of language cannot be separated from each other, it is because they are 

one package to mastering a language.  

 Four language skills always exist in teaching learning activities. Teachers always 

emphasize those four skills in order to establish students‟ achievement. In any kinds of 

curriculum, the four language skills systematically written in curriculum that is intended to be 

directed toward teaching and learning process thoroughly. In this case, the curriculum is 

implemented from primary education to higher education.   

 “The curriculum is generally defined as a plan developed to facilitate the teaching and 

learning process under the direction and guidance of school, collage, or university and its staff 

members” (Winecoff, 1988, p. 265). It is shown that curriculum is designed to provide a set of 

teaching and learning process in order to achieve the goal of teaching and learning at formal 

school. Thus, curriculum is the important element in learning process. If the curriculum is well 

organized and designed, the learning process is believed to be successful.  

 “Teachers can be considered as the holder of an important role in the implementation of 

curriculum” (Dimyati, 2009, p. 263). In other words, the learning activities which are organized 

by teachers is a major part of the formal education that the curriculum as a guideline. Thus, the 

teachers in designing learning programs and implementing the learning process will be guided by 

the curriculum. 



3 
 

3 
 

 Mulyasa (2013) stated that 2013 curriculum has the aims to improve the quality of the 

process and the outcomes of education which focuses on character building and moral values. 

Based on the idea above, it can be said that 2013 Curriculum expects the learners to be able to 

increase their insight independently and comprehend their character values.  

 In addition, teachers have to evaluate and select the appropriate textbook before using it. 

According to  Richards (2001, p. 258), there are some points have to be paid attention by 

teachers. These points are evaluating and selecting. In evaluating and selecting, there are some 

categories that should be considered such as aims and approaches, design and organization, 

language content, skills, topic, methodology, teacher‟s books, practical considerations. It means 

that those categories influence the quality of textbook.  

 In this 2013 curriculum, the teachers have a textbook to balance the quality in teaching 

and learning activity in Indonesia. In addition, when the researcher joined the teaching practice 2 

(PPL program 2), he found that the teacher gave the kind of teaching listening activity which is 

not appropriate with the students‟ need. In other words, the teacher tends to be more active than 

students in listening class. This condition causes the students‟ listening ability weak.  

 Based on the explanation above the researcher was interested in exploring the variety of 

teaching listening activity based on the 2013 Curriculum and identify whether the teaching 

listening activity impacts on students‟ listening ability. 

 Furthermore, this present study is expected to give beneficial information and 

understanding in teaching listening. Besides, the result of this present study may give some 

important knowledge as a reference for the others potential researchers. Therefore, based on the 

background understanding of the present study, the researcher wants to analyze the textbook that 

is based on the new 2013 Curriculum. It is focused on the use of Listening activities in the 
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textbook of „When English Rings the Bell‟ published by the Ministry of National Education and 

intended for the seventh grade of Junior High School.  

 

1.2  Statement of Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the research question of this study is 

formulated below: 

1. What are the listening activities listed on “When English Rings A Bell” textbook 

implemented by teacher of SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

In line with the research problem stated above, the purposes of this study are to analyze 

listening activities. The details of the research purpose is : 

1. To know the listening activities of “When English Rings A Bell” textbook which is 

implemented by the teacher of SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang published by the Ministry 

of National Education. 

 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give information to the English teachers who are 

responsible for selecting the material for instructional process so that they will be able to select 

the appropriate material for their students. It also gives information and contribution to the 

researcher of English textbooks for Junior High School so that they can improve the textbooks 

for later editions. In addition, it provides the basic information for further researcher about 
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listening materials that consist of listening texts and activities relevant to the 2013 English 

Curriculum. 

Theoretically, this present study is expected to be able to give beneficial contribution to 

the English teachers. Furthermore, they can find the result of this study to obtain new 

information and to give input for the teachers. 

Practically, this present study is also aimed to give the following benefits. 

First, it is expected to be useful for English teachers in terms of evaluating teaching listening 

activity. The teacher might implements the teaching listening activity appropriately to the 

students‟ need. Second, it is expected to be useful for the students in learning listening, they are 

able to be active in listening class. On the other hand, the students are able to listen very well and 

they can achieve better results in listening skill. And the last, this study is expected as a reference 

for further potential researchers. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the analysis of listening activities in Junior High School 4 

Muhammadiyah Malang‟s English textbook. Meanwhile, this study is only limited to the seventh 

grade of Junior High School 4 Muhammadiyah Malang‟s English textbook titled „When English 

Rings the Bell‟ from chapter 1 up to chapter 11 and published by the Ministry of National 

Education in the academic year 2014/2015. This textbook is based on the 2013 English 

Curriculum. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the terms used in this study, the 

researcher provides some definitions which go as the next: 
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a. Listening is the process of receiving, attending to, and assigning meaning to aural and visual 

stimuli. (Molvin and Coakley, 2000) 

b. Learning is acquiring or getting knowledge of a subject or a skill by study experience, or 

intruction.(Brown, 2000). 

c. Activity is a combination of action and theoretical understanding (Mohan, 1985) 

d. English Textbook is a unit of printed instructional material composed in the form of a book 

which is prepared for teaching and learning activities of English. 

e. ‘When English Rings a Bell’ is one of many textbooks published by the Ministry of National 

Education that is being analyzed. 

f. The 2013 Curriculum is the continuing development of a competency-based curriculum that 

has been released in 2004 with competence encompasses integrated attitudes, knowledge and 

skills. (the Ministry of National Education, 2012: 05) 

 To conclude, this chapter has already discussed about background of the study, statement 

of problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope, limitation and definition of 

key terms. The following, that of, chapter II will review some related literatures which is needed 

to support the researcher‟s argumentation on the topic in this preset study. 

 

 

 

 


