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CHAPTER  I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this research the researcher discusses six topics related with the 

research. The topics included background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background Of The Study 

English as a foreign language is learned as a school subject for the purpose 

of giving the students a foreign language competence which is used to 

communicate. Therefore, reading activities is one way to learn foreign language. it 

is a fact that reading can enrich knowledge, provide varied experience, stimulate 

our creativity and help organize our thought and feeling, In brief reading has 

function as a source of information can enlarge a persons insight so it can be used 

as a means share of someone opinion or idea (Schick, 1966:19). 

English is taught in Indonesian with emphasizes on the teaching 

comprehension. Generally the succes of reading instruction depends on the 

teacher how he or she determines the strategies. Heilman (1981:16) stated that  

“Effective reading teachers employ on going diagnosis of pupil’s reading 

development structure and direct pupil’s learning, provide oppurtinities for pupils 

to practice and apply skill in meaning context and attend to maintaining a high 

level of pupil involvement in learning “. 
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In teaching English skills, the teacher not only needs the applications of 

methods and techniques but also teaching strategies that are suitables with the 

material. The strategies are needed to achieve the teaching goals. Strategies are 

tactics and a tool to achieve the goals (Hornby, 1995). 

In teaching learning process, strategies can be defined as the art of planning 

operation in teaching to reach the teaching goals. It will help the teacher teaching, 

the teacher seldom uses some suitable strategies to make students active and to 

make class alive. 

A strategy is very important in teaching reading because it can control 

students’ ability to remember what they read and to monitor their reading 

progress. Reading comprehension is best viewed as a multifaceted process 

affected by several thinking and language abilities (Heilman, et al,1981). Reading 

is thinking process and is one of the language skills which must be taught to the 

students so that the students are accustomed to read and to develop their general 

knowledge, because they will absorb more information from what they read.  

Therefore, the strategy in teaching reading is needed to get the teaching 

learning purpose being succesfull because of the teaching effective strategy in the 

class. By using strategy in teaching Reading, the teacher will be easier to transfer 

information, because a teacher plays a major role in determining the efectiveness 

of reading comprehension, has a degree of control (pace, content, organization of 

the material and time) and providing and overview of new concept of unit or 

learning. Wallace (1992:58) states that “ The teacher with good strategy will 
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observe readers in the course of reading as to asses outcomes in the form of 

answers to the comprehension questions which generally reading task” .  

The previous research which is related to teaching strategies. Prastutik 

(2008) found out four strategies of teaching ESP Reading used by the teacher at 

the First semester of English Department of the University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang, the strategies included : The directed reading thinking activity strategies, 

The oral reading strategies, Teaching basic skills within meaningful contexts, 

Promoting meaning construction through group discussion. In which directed 

reading thinking activity strategies, teaching basic skills within meaningful 

contexts, promoting meaning construction through group discussion got possitive 

perception. In oral reading strategy got negative perception. 

In Junior High School, students are taught four English skills such as 

listening, speaking, writing, and reading. The reading skill in the Junior High 

School is taught in the seven grade until nine grade. In Junior High School, Beside 

reading comprehension is given the first semester, this can make the students get 

bored if the teacher especially English teacher in teaching reading comprehension, 

do not use an appropriate strategy.  

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that strategies in 

teaching reading comprehension is very important to investigated by researcher. 

The study is conducted at eight grade of SMP N 5 Kertosono. 
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1 .2 Statement Of The Problems 

Based on the background of study above, the problem of the study is 

formulated as follows:  

1. What are the teaching strategies used to teach reading comprehension by the 

teacher of SMP Negeri 5 Kertosono ? 

2. What are the students’ responses toward their teacher’s strategies in teaching 

reading  comprehension ? 

 

1.3 Purpose Of the Study 

Based on the statement  problem, the purposes of the study is to analyze of 

EFL teacher’s strategies in teaching reading comprehension and the students’ 

responses toward their teacher’s strategies in teaching reading comprehension at 

eight grade of SMP N 5 Kertosono. 

 

1.4 Significance Of The Study 

The significance of the study is divided into two , they are : 

1. Theoritically 

The result of this study is expected to be able to develop and to provide the   

appropiate strategies in teaching reading comprehension.   

2. Practically  

The result of this study is expected to: 
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a. Give constribution to the english teacher to develop English teaching by 

using the appropiate strategies, especially in teaching reading 

comprehension. 

b. Motivate and assist the students to study English language, especially 

how to comprehend the reading text by using appropiate strategies, so 

that they do not get difficulty in comprehending the reading text. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focused on the strategies in teaching reading 

comprehension for Junior High School grade VIII in SMP N 5 Kertosono. This 

study particularly limits on the strategies used for teaching reading comprehension 

by the teacher of SMP N 5 Kertosono. 

 

1.6 Definition Of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding on the concept that is used in this study, the 

writer presents the following definition of the key terms as follows : 

1.Reading Comprehension 

Reading comprehension is a complex act that must be learned. It is also a 

means by which further learning taking place. In other words, a person learns to 

read and reads to learn (Burns, 1984:11) 
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2.Teaching

Teaching is a complex process which can be conceptualized in a number of 

different ways. Language teaching has been described in terms of what teachers 

do: that is,in terms of the action and behaviours which teachers carry out in the 

classroom and the effects of these on learners (Richards, 1996:29) 

3. Strategy

Strategy is specific methods of approaching a problem or task, modes of 

operation for achieving a particular end, or planned designs for controlling and 

manipulating certain information (Brown, 2007:260) 


