
CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 

 

In regard to discuss the content of this study, the writer is going to expose the 

introduction section in this first chapter. It covers some points namely; background of 

study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation, and definition of key terms. Each section is presented as below: 

1.1  Background of the Study 

 Being a language teacher is not easy as scholars imagine. For years language 

teacher have been trying to come up with new ways to deliver the materials to the 

students. According to Brown (2007, p. 8), ‘Teaching is guiding and facilitating 

learning, enabling the learner to learn, setting the condition for learning.’ Based on 

the idea above, teaching means an activity that intent to do guiding, facilitating, and 

setting the condition for the students in order to be ready to what the teachers are 

going to transfer. 

In teaching English as a foreign language, teachers need teaching techniques 

as a “tool” to stimulate the students to be active using English. It means by using the 

teaching techniques, teachers could develop students’ competence using English, 

which is already defined as the learning objectives. The most important thing is 

teachers should pay attention on the way how teachers implement the teaching 

techniques itself. Teachers’ teaching techniques will succeed if teachers can adjust 

the learning materials with the learning objectives in implementing those teaching 
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techniques. Thereby, the way how teachers implement the teaching techniques 

influence the successful of the teaching process.  

In addition, techniques have a major role and are required in teaching process. 

Furthermore, Brown (2001, p. 16) stated in his book that, ‘Technique is any of a wide 

variety of exercises, activities, or tasks used in the language classroom for realizing 

lesson objectives.’ It means that teaching technique is several activities used by 

teachers in language classroom to reach the learning objectives. 

Practically, in teaching English as foreign language the teachers should have 

language skills and language components to master. It is because the learning 

objectives of teaching English is not only present the topics, but also develop 

students’ competence using English. Language skills consist of reading, listening, 

speaking, and writing. While, language components consist of pronunciation, 

grammar, and vocabulary. All of these language skills and components have it own 

goals. To reach those goals, automatically the teachers would find out some problems 

in teaching and in applying the techniques in the classroom. For example, students 

commonly afraid to ask a question to the teacher about their misunderstanding of the 

material that they learn because they do not have enough vocabulary in the English 

language to speak fluently. It means that vocabulary is consequently required in 

communication.   

 Vocabulary is a basic element of communication (Heriyawati, 2010, p. 153). 

In line with that idea, Cahyono and Widiati (2011, p. 107) emphasized that good 

vocabulary mastery supports mastery of each of the language skills, both receptive 

(listening and reading) and productive (speaking and writing). By considering those 
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facts, the writer asserts that vocabulary is important to increase students’ achievement 

in understanding those four English skills (listening, reading, speaking, and writing). 

This can be explained by showing the discussion below. 

 First, in listening skill, having good vocabulary mastery can make the students 

understand what the speaker says not only direct conversation, but also indirect 

conversation such as at television or radio. Students can easily understand what the 

speaker says because they have greater number of words. So, good vocabulary 

mastery may help them to support their listening skill. 

 Second, in reading skill, when the students read a book, novel or newspaper, 

they can comprehend the intent of the texts. In other words, good vocabulary mastery 

is necessary to make students understand the intent of those texts. 

 Third, in speaking skill, good vocabulary mastery is necessary to avoid 

misunderstanding between the speakers. If the speakers have greater number of 

words, the speakers can select or even use the appropriate words with their 

conversation topic when they speak. So, good vocabulary mastery helps the speakers 

in communicate with other people. Finally, in writing skill, student can convey their 

feeling or idea through indirect conversation such as writing a letter, SMS, and email 

because they understand the words that they want to use. It means that they do not 

have any difficulty in selecting the appropriate words with their feeling because they 

have the greater number of words. Thus, good vocabulary mastery can support 

students’ mastery of the four English skills. 

Based on the writer’s experience when she joined Teaching Practice 2 (PPL 2) 

at SMKN 13 Malang, she found many students experienced difficulties in English 
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vocabulary because too many words given in the class they should memorize. This 

was a situation that caused the students could not master the vocabulary and could not 

convey their idea for communicative purposes with other people.  

Based on the phenomena above, the writer tries to study and explore the 

problem in relation to teacher’s techniques on the teaching vocabulary class. The 

writer focuses the study on the title of “A Study on Teaching Techniques of 

Vocabulary Mastery at SMAN 1 Purwoharjo - Banyuwangi”.  

Thereby, this study is expected to give further information and understanding of 

vocabulary learning. Besides, the result of this study may give some important 

knowledge as references for the other potential researchers. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Following the information exposed in the background of the study, the writer 

formulates three research questions as the focus to investigate. They are: 

1. What are the techniques used by teacher in teaching vocabulary in X MIA 5 

(Matematika Ilmu Alam) class at SMAN 1 Purwoharjo? 

2. What are the teacher's reasons of implementing techniques in X MIA 5

 (Matematika Ilmu Alam) class at SMAN 1 Purwoharjo? 

3. How is the students’ response towards the techniques implemented in X MIA 5

 (Matematika Ilmu Alam) class at SMAN 1 Purwoharjo? 
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1.3 Purpose of the Study 

 In line with the formulated research questions, the purposes of the study are 

becoming the target of this study. These purposes of the study are: 

1. To understand the techniques used by teacher in teaching vocabulary in X MIA 5 

(Matematika Ilmu Alam) class at SMAN 1 Purwoharjo   

2. To understand the teacher's reasons of implementing technique of teaching 

vocabulary in X MIA 5 (Matematika Ilmu Alam) class at SMAN 1 Purwoharjo 

3. To identify the students’ response towards the techniques implemented by teacher 

in X MIA 5 (Matematika Ilmu Alam) class at SMAN 1 Purwoharjo 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 Theoretically, this study is expected to give contribution on the academic 

knowledge to enhance scholar understanding. 

 Practically, this study is also aimed to give following benefits. First, it is 

expected to be useful for English teachers in terms of creating various techniques to 

teach vocabulary. In short, teachers might implement various techniques to make 

them easier in presenting the new words to the students. Second, it is expected to be 

useful for the students in learning English vocabulary, because by given those 

technique students may accept the vocabulary given by teacher easily. It means the 

students interest in English vocabulary that has already given by the teacher towards 

those technique. The last, this research is expected as a reference for further studies. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is techniques implemented by teacher in teaching 

vocabulary in X MIA 5 (Matematika Ilmu Alam) class at SMAN 1 Purwoharjo. The 

writer also limits this study on ten grade English teacher and students of X MIA 5 

(Matematika Ilmu Alam) class years 2014/2015. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding in this study, certain key terms related with this 

study are defined as follows:  

Learning  : acquiring or getting of knowledge of a subject or a skill by 

study,  experience, or instruction. (Brown, 2007, p. 8) 

  Teaching : showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, 

giving instructions, guiding in the study of something, 

providing with knowledge, causing to know or understanding. 

(Brown, 2007, p. 8) 

     Technique : the procedure and practices used to accomplish teaching 

objectives, regardless, of approach. (Gerlach et. al, 1980, p. 16) 

     Vocabulary : all the words which exist in a particular language or subject. 

(Walter, 2008) 

Response : an activity generated by a stimulus. (Patty F., 1982, p. 78) 
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 To sum up, this chapter has discussed background of the study, statement of 

the problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, 

and definition of key terms. To expand the writer's knowledge and support the 

theoretical views in this topic, it is important to examine some theoretical views in 

chapter 2.  Then, some definitions and theoretical views about definition of teaching, 

language teaching, vocabulary, teaching vocabulary, approaches, methods, strategies, 

and techniques of language teaching, technique of teaching vocabulary, and related 

study as literature that should be understood to avoid misunderstanding on this study.  
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