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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter consists of background of the study, statement of problems, 

purposes of the study, scope and limitation, significance of the study and the 

definition of key terms. Each point is presented as follows:  

 

1.1. Background of Study 

Learning language, especially English, cannot be separated from four 

language skills. Those are speaking, listening, writing, and reading. However, 

writing is claimed as a difficult skill compared to the other skills. According to 

Dixon and Nessel as cited in Farooq and Ul-Hasan (2012), “Writing is much 

difficult than listening, speaking, and reading”. It does not only require the 

learners to concentrate and pay attention to the content, form, style, mechanic, 

vocabulary, and grammar but also need to pass through a sequence of steps. 

Through writing, people are easy to share ideas and thought in a piece of paper. 

People are also able to convey message from one to another through writing. 

Considering the fact that writing is claimed as a difficult skill, we need to 

pay attention to many things to have a good writing skill. However, among the 

things mentioned above, grammar is the most important one in writing. It is 

because grammar is a basis in learning language, especially English. Students 

cannot construct a good sentence without knowing the grammar although they 

have a lot of vocabularies in their mind. Without having a good grammar, the 
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sentences in students’ paragraph will also be difficult to be understood. 

Furthermore, the students’ writing will also be misinterpreted. 

In writing, especially in academic writing, often lecturer concerns about 

plagiarism issue. Therefore, in order to have a good writing skill and avoid 

plagiarism, it is necessary for students to learn some important techniques in 

writing. One of important techniques is paraphrasing. Belmont and Sharkey 

(2011: 227) state that, “The aim of a paraphrase is to restate the original in your 

own words. This means that the vocabulary and the sentence structure used in the 

paraphrase must differ significantly from that used in the original.” Every 

language learner needs to know how to do a good paraphrasing in order to be able 

to produce an effective writing product. It is because in writing, especially 

academic writing, students need to provide someone else’s idea or definition of a 

certain topic to strengthen his or her writing. Along with citation, it is also 

important to learn how to paraphrase in a good way to avoid from plagiarism. 

Moreover, paraphrasing is also good to identify how deep the students understand 

the material from the source they read, and at the same time they are aware of idea 

that they are restating belongs to someone else. 

As a matter of fact, based on the researcher experience in taking Writing 

IV course, students tend to have some problems in paraphrasing such as problem 

in grammar. Students often make grammatical errors in their writing by 

considering the fact that English is grammatically different from their native 

language, which is Bahasa, and that the fact that writing is a difficult skill to 

learn. The learning process is easier when both languages have elements in 

 



3 
 

common, but it is hindered when elements of both languages are different (Cook, 

2008, pp: 13). 

In line with grammatical errors made by the students, it is realized that 

teacher’s feedback for their grammatical error is important. It is because feedback, 

an important part of formative assessment, can help the students get information 

about where they are in learning and what to do next then it will develop their 

own learning (Brookhart, 2008, pp: 2). Therefore, giving a good feedback on 

students’ writing can minimize their error. It can also help students to be aware 

and correct their errors in writing. In addition, based on the researcher pre 

interview with one of the lecturers of writing IV whom the researcher met during 

her teaching and learning process in one of writing IV classes, it is justified that 

students in writing IV class made grammatical error in their writing assignment 

and lecturer’s feedback helped them to have better writing. 

Fatmawati (2008) conducted a research on grammatical errors made by 

the fourth semester students at University Muhammadiyah Malang. She found 

that the fourth semester students still made many grammatical errors in their 

writing. There were 64 (23.97%) errors in omission, 32 (11.96%) errors in 

addition, 77 (28.84%) errors in misformation, 94 (35.20%) errors in misordering. 

Additionally, Jayanti (2013) who conducted a research on grammatical errors 

made by English department students in composing descriptive text found that 

students still made errors in grammar which belongs to surface strategy taxonomy 

such as omission errors, misformation errors, misinformation errors, addition 

errors, and misordering errors. 

 



4 
 

From the findings, the researcher notices that it is still important to 

investigate the grammatical errors through students’ paraphrasing in writing. 

Bailey (2011) defines paraphrasing, “paraphrasing involves re-writing a text so 

that the language is substantially different while the content stays the same” (pp: 

33). Paraphrasing can help students avoid plagiarism. It also helps them to 

produce an effective writing. Therefore, they need to learn how to do a good 

paraphrasing. Moreover, a research in investigating the students’ grammatical 

errors in paraphrasing and the way the lecturer provided feedback to students’ 

grammatical errors in paraphrasing has not been often conducted. The researcher 

expects that this study will be beneficial as a reference in knowing the students’ 

common grammatical error especially in paraphrasing, and it is hoped that this 

study will vary the way lecturer provides feedback in teaching writing. Therefore, 

reflecting on those reasons, this research is entitled “Grammatical Errors in 

Paraphrasing Made by Students of Writing VI Class of English Department 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang” 

 

1.2. Statement of Problems 

1. What are grammatical errors in paraphrasing made by students of writing 

IV class of English department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

2. How does the lecturer provide feedback for grammatical errors in 

paraphrasing made by students of writing VI class of English department 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 
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1.3. Purposes of Study 

1. To  investigate grammatical errors in paraphrasing made by students of 

writing IV class of English department at University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang. 

2. To find out the way the lecturer provides feedback for grammatical errors 

in paraphrasing made by students of writing VI class of English 

department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 

1.4. Significance of Study 

The result of this study can give a contribution especially for the students  

of English Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang. The contributions are as follows: 

1. This study is expected to provide students with the information about 

common grammatical errors in writing. Thus, they will be more aware of 

grammatical error that the students commonly make and will be able to 

minimize it. The information will also encourage the students to learn 

more about how to make their writing better. 

2. This study may be beneficial and as a reference for the lecturer in 

understanding the students’ weaknesses in grammar. Then the lecturer 

will be able to help the students to minimize their grammatical errors. 

Besides, this study is also hoped to give information to vary the way 

lecturer in providing feedback to students’ grammatical error in teaching 
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writing and this will give impact on the betterment of students’ writing 

skill. 

3. This study is expected to be a beneficial reference and empirical data for 

the next researchers in conducting a similar research in the similar topic 

and field. 

 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is grammatical errors especially in surface 

strategy taxonomy in paraphrasing and the way the lecturer provides feedback for 

the grammatical errors. It is limited to grammatical errors in paraphrasing made 

by students of Writing IV class of English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang.  

 

1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

1. Error 

Error means a deviation from the adult grammar of a native speaker that 

reflects on language learners’ proficiency. Error cannot be self-corrected 

but we can observe, analyze, and classify it (Brown, 2000:217-218). 

2. Writing 

Writing is a process that consists of several steps: prewriting, writing, 

and rewriting, or revising, and editing, and it is purposed to inform, 

persuade, or entertain (Eggenschwiler & Biggs, 2001:134). 
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3. Paraphrasing 

A paraphrase is your own rendition of essential information and ideas 

expressed by someone else, presented in a new form (Gravett, Rensburg, 

and Henning, 2005:50). 

4. Feedback 

Feedback is teacher’s response to students’ work so they can have 

betterment in learning. Feedback provides information about where the 

students are in their learning and what to do next (Brookhart, 2008: 1-2). 

 

 

 

 




