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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the research, the research problem, 

objective of the research, significance of the research, scope and limitation of the 

research and the definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Research 

Language is an essential tool for people to communicate and interact with 

others. According to Harmer (2001 : 2), between 600-700 million people in the 

world speak English, and of that huge number, a significant minority speak it as a 

second language. This phenomenon shows that the English language is preferred 

by people at this era as a language of communication to establish relationships 

with other people across the world. It means that English as a lingua franca is 

considered as an International language. So, people should master English in order 

to be able to communicate easily and make interaction one to another, especially 

cross country. 

Considering about the importance of English, Indonesia government puts 

English as one of compulsory subject. According to Regulation Minister of 

National Education 22: 2006, English becomes the first foreign language and the 

compulsory subject that should be taught in secondary school. As a result, 

students in Indonesia have to study English in secondary level and pass National 

final exam which English becomes one of the subjects. 
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There are four skills that should be learned by the students in English 

subject. They are speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Speaking is productive 

oral interaction as conventional ways to deliver our thought  in spoken language.  

Harmer (2007: 38) stated that speaking is construct words and phrases with 

individual sounds , and also use pitch change, intonation and stress to convey 

different meanings. In term of delivering their thoughts in spoken language, the 

students found some problems. According Thornbury (2005: 28)  

 “... some key factors that can contibute to a lack L2 fluency , and 

in particular how lack of automaticity and inhibit face to face 

interaction , quite independently of how much grammatical and 

lexical knowledge a speaker has. Shortage of opportunity for 

practice is identified as an important contributing factor to 

speaking failure. And by practice is meant, not practice of grammar 

and vocabulary, but practice of interactive speaking itself. The 

combined effect of these deficiencies is a lack of confident and 

often an acute sense an anxiety when it comes to speaking.”  

From that statement it can be concluded that less practice especially in 

communicate speaking itself is an main factor that contribute to a lack of student 

fluency in speaking English. Besides, Elfiani (2013) who conducted a study 

entitled :“The Use of Numbered Heads Together Method to Improve Students’ 

Speaking Skill  (A Classroom Action Research of the Second Year Students of 

MAN Tengaran Semarang Regency in the Academic Year of 2012/2013)” argues 

that many students have difficulty in getting ideas in speaking because of the lack 

of ability of teachers to teach in class, also the teaching materials and strategies 

used by teachers is still less attractive for students to learn speaking English.  

From the pre-observation which was conducted by the researcher during 

internship in SMA 1 Muhammadiyah Malang, the researcher found that students’ 
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ability of speaking English was low. Students had low ability to speak, and it was 

caused by two reasons. First reason that seemed clearly was most of the students 

were too shy and afraid of making mistake when they try to speak. It can be 

proven when the teacher show a picture in the book to the students and asked, 

“what do you see in the picture? what are they doing? please explain by your own 

words”. A student raised his hand, then answered in a few words, “eating Bu !”, 

another said, “party time “ (only read the tittle of the picture in the book) and 

some of them just show their confused in answering the teacher’s request. The 

second reason why the students had less opportunity to practice was they knew 

about grammar but they had limited vocabulary. It is strengthened by the fact the 

researcher found from the interview with some students. They just answered in a 

few words, and sometimes they just smiled in answering the researcher’s 

questions. 

Based on this condition, the researcher decided to do the Classroom 

Action Research to find out an alternative way to solve the problem which 

conducted by collaborating with one of the English teacher in SMA 1 

Muhammadiyah Malang. Ary (2010: 514) states that CAR is a process to improve 

education by incorporating change and involves educators working together to 

improve their own practice. The researcher found one of the appropriate technique 

in teaching speaking was Numbered Head Together.  

Numbered Head Together (NHT) technique can  be applied as one of 

alternative way to assist students in developing their speaking skill and give 

students an oppurtunity to practice communicating in different social context and 
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social role. NHT technique is one of  cooperative learning type developed first by 

Spencer Kagan in 1992 in order to involve more students in learning material and 

to know their knowledge about the material given. According to Kagan (2009) 

Numbered Head Together is a simple cooperative structure which include teams, 

positive interpendence, and individual accountability, all of which lead to 

cooperative interaction among students. 

Some previous studies concerning the Numbered Head Together (NHT) 

had been done by some researchers . The first previous research was done by 

Abas (2014), who did an experimental research entitled “The Effect of Applying 

Numbered Head Together to Encourage Student’s English Speaking 

Performance”. His study aim is not only to see how Numbered Head Together is 

applied but also it is strongly concern the students’ value. His research finding 

showed that Numbered Head Together (NHT) technique was effective to be used 

in increasing the students’ speaking skill in University Gorontalo.  

The second previous study is “Teaching Speaking Skill Using Numbered 

Heads Together to 8
th

 Grade Student of SMP Negeri 2 Gatak 2011/2012 “ written 

by  Andari (2012).  Her research aims at describing the process of Numbered 

Heads Together (NHT) in teaching English speaking skill, the problem faced by 

the students and the strength and weakness of the method. Using descriptive 

qualitative study, her research findings proved that Numbered Heads Together 

(NHT) method is cooperative learning strategy which is easy to use for the 

students.  
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Another research findings was presented by Elfiani (2013), entitled : “The 

Use of Numbered Heads Together Method to Improve Students’ Speaking Skill  (A 

Classroom Action Research of the Second Year Students of MAN Tengaran 

Semarang Regency in the Academic Year of 2012/2013)”. Her research findings 

showed that the students involved actively, bravely and confidently in learning 

speaking English than before. Also, the students’ speaking skill had improve  

from the first cycle to the third cycle.   

All of the research findings above proved that NHT is an appropriate 

technique to use in improving students’ speaking ability. In relation to this, the 

researcher was interested in conducting a classroom action research which was 

focused on improving speaking ability using Numbered Head Together (NHT) . 

The researcher hoped that Numbered Head Together (NHT) could improve the 

speaking ability of tenth grade students at SMA 1 Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.2  The Research Problem 

 Based on the background of the reseach presented above , the research 

problem is stated as follow : “How does Numbered Head Together technique 

improve speaking English ability of tenth grade student at SMA Muhammadiyah 

1 Malang?” 

1.4  Objective of the Research  

In line with the research problem above, the objetives of this research is to 

improve speaking English ability of the tenth grade students at SMA 1 

Muhammadiyah Malang using Numbered Head Together technique.  
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1.5  Significance of the Research 

The researcher hopes that this research has some benefits in the English 

teaching speaking learning process, especially in teaching speaking skill. There 

are two kinds of benefits in this research, theoretically and practically. 

Theoretically, this research enriches the study on speaking skill teaching 

especially on numbered head together. Also, the result can contribute to applied 

linguistics, particularly language teaching and phonology.  

Practically, this research will gives some benefit, those are: 

a) For the teachers 

This research can give additional contribution for English teacher to fulfill 

various need of teaching and learning process in order to develop their 

language teaching technique. This  study can help the teacher teach better way 

of teaching speaking skill using Numbered Heads Together. 

b) For the students 

This research can improve students’ communication skills and motivate 

them in learning speaking. Also, it can add students’ interest in English 

learning. 

c) For the researchers 

The finding of the research can be used as a starting point in improving the 

researcher’s teaching ability and to help to find out the best technique in 

teaching speaking. Also, this finding will be a good reference for the next 
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researcher who are interested in taking Numbered Head Together technique as 

their title. 

1.6 Scope and Limitation of The Research 

The scope of this research is focused on teaching English speaking skill by 

using Numbered Head Together technique. The researcher wants to limit this 

study for tenth grade students of SMA 1 Muhammadiyah Malang on second 

semester in academic year 2016/2017. 

1.7 The Definition of Key Terms 

The aim of giving the definition of the key terms is to avoid the 

misunderstanding of the research. The term which are needed to be defined in this 

research are as follows: 

 Speaking ability is a skill to construct words and phrases with individual

sounds , and also use pitch change, intonation and stress to convey

different meanings (Harmer, 2007:38).

 Numbered Head Together is one of technique in cooperative learning

method which lead to cooperative interaction among students by using

some steps, i.e. numbering, questioning, heads together and answering.

(Kagan : 2009).


