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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

In this first chapter, the researcher will explain some basic information 

required in this present study. They are background of the study, statement of the 

problem, purpose of the study, hypothesis of the study, significance of the study, 

scope and limitation of the study as well as definition of key terms. Each points 

will be revealed below. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Acquiring a good writing skill needs a good cognitive skill. This is 

because writing is a skill based on the cognitive skill whether it is in a learning, 

comprehension, and its application of new knowledge (Defazio, 2010). In brief, a 

cognitive skill required to obtain a good writing skill.  

From the information above, the appropriate implementation of learning 

strategy is a solution to deal with problems in learning. By doing so, the teachers 

and learners may meet the intended objective of learning, in this case in writing 

course. As a result, the teachers might use cooperative learning as one of the 

choices. This is because cooperative learning is considered as a method that ‘The 

most widespread and fruitful areas of theory, research, and practice in education’ 

(Johnson, Johnson, and Stanne, 2000). Group investigation is one of the 

cooperative learning methods that will be investigated.  

In a nutshell, the researcher tries to investigate the relationship between 

the students’ learning by using the group investigation method and students’ 

performance found in academic writing, particularly in writing English essay. The 



2 
 

group investigation method has been chosen because “Group investigation has the 

potential to be a powerful form of cooperative learning” (Mitchell et al., 2008). 

Hence, the researcher is interested in conducting research with the title 

“Correlational study between group investigation teaching method and students’ 

performance in writing English essay”.  

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the research background of the study above, the problem of this 

study is formulated as follows: 

Is there significant relationship between the students’ learning by using the group 

investigation method and students’ performance in writing English essay? 

 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Related to what has been mentioned in the statement of the problem, the 

purpose of the study is: 

To know the relationship between the students’ learning by using the group 

investigation method and students’ performance in writing English essay. 

 

1.4 Hypothesis of the Study 

Ho    : There is no a significant relationship between the students’ learning by 

using the group investigation method and students’ performance in writing 

English essay (Null hypothesis). 

Ha : There is a significant relationship between the students’ learning by 

using the group investigation method and students’ performance in writing 

English essay (Alternative hypothesis). 

 

 



3 
 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

The researcher groups the significance of the study into two categories, 

which are theoretical and practical. The results of the study are expected to give 

some advantages for several people who are associated to this study. 

1. Theoretically 

The theoretical significance of this research is to be able to increase and 

enrich knowledge of the students about the relationship between the students’ 

learning by using the group investigation method and students’ performance in 

writing English essay. 

2. Practically 

This research is expected to be able to have much information about 

relationship between the students’ learning by using the group investigation 

method and students’ performance in writing English essay. The finding of this 

study is useful for English teachers to choose an appropriate method in writing 

class. Therefore, a lot of students will have high motivation and perform better 

performance in writing English essay.  

1.6 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

The scope of the study focuses on the relationship between the students’ 

learning by using the group investigation method and students’ performance in 

writing English essay at tertiary level. Moreover, for the limitation, this study is 

limited only on the fifth semester students of English Language Education 

Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang who take writing III class.  
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1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation in this study, the 

researcher would like to provide some definitions of key terms that have relation 

with this study. The researcher hopes that these definitions will help the readers to 

understand this study. The definitions are related to statement of problem. Hence, 

the following essential terms are defined:  

Group investigation  : is a successful and extensively researched cooperative        

learning strategy that involves task specialization (Slavin, 

1995). 

Learning                   :  is the expansion of what one may already know or perceive 

(Kasper, 2002) 

Performance             : is the overtly observable and concrete manifestation or 

realization of competence (Brown, 2007, p.30) 

Writing                     : is an activity to put a system of recording language such as 

tactile mark, a script style with an artistic composition 

(Coulmas, 2003, p.2). 

Following this section, chapter two would like to review some related 

literatures which are needed to explain the related literature. It is hoped that the 

review here will be a justification on the researcher understanding. It may support 

theoretically the researcher view as well.  


