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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter discusses background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significances of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1  Background of the Study 

English as a foreign language has four skills that are required for 

communication. This importance demands English teaching to help Indonesian 

students learn and improve all the four skills. This statement is supported by 

Cabrera and Bazo (2002), who claim that there are four skills of English that must 

be taught. Those four skills of English are listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing. From those four skills, writing is considered to be the most important 

skill. Writing skill takes an important skill for students in education world. In 

Indonesia, writing skill is given from junior high school level up to university 

level. The students will need this skill to make abstracts, journals, academic 

papers, and others. Therefore, writing skill needs to be mastered.  

Writing as one of the language skills is not acquired naturally because it is a 

subject that needs a lot of practice. El-ghamry (2015) claims that writing is 

considered as the most difficult subject since it deals with considerable time and 

effort to become a good writer. In writing, there are some types of genre. They are 

descriptive, narrative, expository, discussion, review, procedure, anecdote, etc. 

Descriptive text is considered as one of important texts to be taught. Descriptive 

text is needed to describe something such as people, place, animal, and inspiring 
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person. All in all, descriptive text is useful to be taught since it helps people to 

describe something. In addition, according to Pertiwi (2003), to write good a 

descriptive text the students need creativity because there are some aspects like 

content, organization, vocabulary, language, and mechanics.  

There are several writing descriptive text phenomena. Those phenomena 

found by the writer while doing internship in SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. 

The first phenomena is when the students try to make writing descriptive text, 

then they found some difficulties in building and developing their ideas, choosing 

the right words, using the grammar and organizing the text. The students were 

confuse and difficult to understand how to write a good descriptive text. Second 

phenomena is when the students got low score in writing descriptive text because 

the teacher use the media that make the students feel bored. The media used by 

the teacher could not motivate the student to study and write the descriptive text. 

The success of English learners’ in acquiring writing ability depends on 

some extents on how teachers are able to teach writing to their students. Many 

efforts have been done in teaching writing descriptive text for the students. In 

order to have good learning of a foreign language, the process of learning should 

be supported by good and interesting media. One of the valuable instructional 

media is animal cartoon picture in the form of cards. Supriati (2011) explains the 

picture card is a card printed or drawn, and it should be big enough to be seen 

clearly by every student in the class. In addition, Vankateswaran (2009) states that 

picture card is a card that is useful for presenting, practicing, revising vocabulary 
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or as prompts for other activities. By using animal picture cards, students may 

become interested in learning writing, especially in writing descriptive text. 

There are several previous researches about writing descriptive text. First, 

Kusumawati (2013) conducted a research entitled “Students’ Error in Using 

Simple Present Tense at SMK PGRI Wlingi in Writing Descriptive Text”, she 

found that there were three kinds of error made by students in using simple 

present tense in writing descriptive text such as: (1) omission error, (2) addition 

error, (3) misformation error, and the most dominant errors occurred in using 

simple present tense in writing descriptive text was omission error (66.67%).  

Second, Pratama (2016) conducted a research entitled “Grammatical Errors 

in Writing Descriptive Text Made by Eight-Grade Students of SMP NEGERI 11 

Malang”, he found that the highest frequency of errors was omission errors 

(56.52%), whereas the lowest frequency of errors was misordering (5.43%).  

Third, Rosalina (2016) conducted a research entitled “The Difficulties Faced 

by The First Grade of Junior High School Students in Writing Descriptive Text at 

SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu”, she found that the highest difficulty faced by the 

students was about the difficulties in arranging the sentence into a paragraph of 

descriptive text with 100% (25 students), then second difficulty was the use of 

tenses with 60% (15 students), and the researcher found that there were the factors 

that cause the difficulties in writing descriptive texts include: (a) low vocabulary 

level, (b) confused to arrange the vocabulary in sentences, (c) did not understand 

the material well, (d) did not pay attention the teacher explanation, (e) low 

motivation to write or study English. 



4 

 

Finally, the writer wants to investigate the problem faced by the teacher in 

teaching descriptive text. The writer decides to take SMP Muhammadiyah 4 

Malang as a location of observation since the writer found the problems while 

doing the internship in this school. Besides, the writer has had any access to 

conduct the research at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. Therefore, the writer 

wants to conduct the research entitled “Problems in Teaching Descriptive Text 

for Seventh Grade Students by Using Animal Cartoon Cards at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Malang.” 

1.2  Statement of Problems 

The problems of this research can be formulated as follows: 

1. What are the problems faced by the teacher in teaching descriptive text by 

using animal cartoon picture cards for the seventh grade students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Malang? 

2. What are the factors that cause the problems faced by the teacher in teaching 

descriptive text by using animal cartoon picture cards for the seventh grade 

students of SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang? 

3. How does the teacher solve the problems in teaching descriptive text by using 

animal cartoon picture cards? 

1.3  Objective of the Study 

Dealing with the statement of the problems above, the objectives of study are: 

1. To know the problems faced by the English teacher in teaching writing to the 

Seventh Grade students in writing skill of descriptive text by using animal 

cartoon picture cards at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. 
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2. To know the factors that cause the problems faced by the English teacher in 

teaching writing to the Seventh Grade students in writing skill of descriptive 

text by using animal cartoon picture cards at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. 

3. To know how the teacher solve with the problems in teaching descriptive text 

by using animal cartoon picture cards. 

1.4  Scope and Limitation 

Based on the previous research, many topics and lessons can be taken from 

that study. In this study the writer chooses “A study of problems in teaching 

descriptive text by using animal cartoon picture cards” which is interested to 

discuss. The scope of this research is problems in teaching descriptive text at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. The limitation of this study is an English teacher at 

SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. 

1.5  Significance of the Study 

Hopefully, the results of this study are expected to give more benefit and 

contribution for English teacher. For the English teacher in SMP Muhammadiyah 

4 Malang, this research may help them to gain insight into the phenomena of 

problems in teaching writing. Besides, this research is also expected to give the 

knowledge about problems faced by the teacher in teaching writing of descriptive 

text. Thereafter, she can improve her teaching ability through animal cartoon 

picture cards. 

The results of this study are also expected to give contribution for the 

students. For the seventh grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang, this 

research is expected to give knowledge about writing descriptive text using animal 
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cartoon picture cards. Hopefully, this study can give them motivation in writing 

descriptive text by using animal cartoon picture cards. Therefore, they can 

increase their writing ability especially in writing descriptive text. 

The last, this study is expected to give beneficial consideration for the other 

researchers who wants to conduct the research under this topic. This study may 

help them to have deep understanding about problems in teaching descriptive text. 

Besides, the results of this study can be recommendation study so that the next 

studies will be comparable in findings. Therefore, other researchers are 

recommended to continue this study by using another good media and method for 

teaching writing of descriptive text. 

1.6  Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding about the terms of the title of this study, the 

researcher tries to guide and define the key terms as follows: 

1. Teacher’s Problem is a situation when the teacher does not make 

objective clear and when s/he does not make a good preparation before 

teaching. (Al-amarat, 2011) 

2. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, 

give instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with 

knowledge for comprehension purpose. (Brown, 2000) 

3. Writing is a process of putting ideas down on paper to transform thought 

into words, to sharp main ideas and to give structure and coherent 

organization into writing. (Brown, 2001)  
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4. Descriptive text is a text to describe a particular person, place or thing that 

focuses on specific participants. (Hillalia, 2014) 

5. Picture card is a small card that can be easily contributed in the class, used 

by teacher as picture aids. (Mukalel, 2007) 




