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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1  Background of the Study 

English language is a device to communicate. To communicate is to 

understand and give expression to information, emotion, feeling, and share their 

knowledge, technology, and culture. There are four English basic skills, listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. The four skills are used to create a discourse in 

society. Therefore, English learning was directed to develop these skills so that 

graduates are able to communicate well. 

English plays an important role in the globalization era. It transforms 

technology, science, and business. In Indonesia, English has been taught as a 

foreign language. Our government hopes that the graduates of our schools can 

master English well. From four major skills of English, writing becomes one of 

the skills that is difficult to be learnt by the students. 

 Writing, beside it becomes a part of four English basic skills, also plays an 

important role in curriculum at school. Weigle (2005:5) said that writing is an 

important part of the curriculum in school from the earliest grades onward and the 

most children in countries that have a formal education system will learn to write, 

at least at a basic level in that setting. Writing is a skill that is difficult to be 
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mastered for a lot of people, especially the students in school. However it can help 

them to share their ideas and make them learn more about something. 

In a writing lesson, there are some materials that must be mastered by 

students in junior high school. They are narrative text, recount text, report, 

procedure text, descriptive text, etc. 

Descriptive text is one of the genres in writing text. It is taught for students 

at High Schools. There are many students who get difficulties to understand 

descriptive text on how they describe person, place, or thing, what its purpose 

involve the generic structure and language features, and how to apply those 

descriptive features in the text. 

The problems faced by the students in learning writing of descriptive text 

could be caused by the teacher who only explains what the generic structure and 

the method used to write descriptive text, or the teacher does not use any method 

or new ways to teach the students. Therefore, the students will be bored, and have 

difficulties in learning descriptive text. The other problem might be inappropriate 

teaching strategies and low motivated students. Those problems make the students 

fail to get a good mark and gain a better knowledge. Clark and Starr (1986:92) 

stated that, when the students fail to learn, the chances of giving motivation are 

great. Since the failure to learn is the basic cause of learning trouble, teacher has 

to motivate the students in the teaching learning activities. Therefore, to help the 

students to master writing and motivating them to learn English are important. 

School, teacher, and environment have big responsibility to make it true. Veit 

(1986:254) states that all teachers want their students to speak and write fluent, 

effective, and grammatical English. 
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In addition, Raimes (1983:3) said that writing helps the students learn. 

First, writing reinforces the grammatical structures, idioms, and vocabulary that 

teacher have been teaching the students. Second, when the students write, they 

also have a chance to be adventurous with the language, to go beyond what they 

have just learned to say take risk. Third, when they write, they necessarily become 

very involved with the new language the effort to express the ideas and the 

constant use of eye, hand and brain is a unique way to reinforce learning. 

Motivation is needed by students in the teaching learning process because 

it is an energy that supports the students do something that they like and facilitate 

them in accepting the lesson. Santrock (2001:394) states that a student’s 

motivation in the classroom involves why the student is behaving in a particular 

way and the extent to which the student’s behavior is energized, directed and 

sustained. Therefore, motivation influences the student’s behavior in learning. 

According to Maehr and Meyer (in Ormrod, 2003:472), motivation is something 

that energizes, directs and sustains behavior, it gets students, points them in a 

particular direction and keeps them going. The people usually see it reflected in a 

certain amount of personal investment in particular activities. 

 All teachers know that motivation has a big influence for the students in 

teaching learning process. Many techniques have been used by the teachers to 

motivate the students such as giving appreciation, certificate, praise, punishment 

and etc. motivation is necessary in education, without motivation people cannot 

change their future. By having good motivation, learners will be easy to access 

and transfer information.  
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 Astuti (2008) found that there were six ways of teacher in motivating the 

students to learn English. First, the teacher choose picture as media to discuss a 

story and the students choose the topic that they like. Second, she let the students 

choose the topics that they like from another sources and discuss them together. 

Third, the teacher worked together and made a group to discuss the tasks. Next, 

the teacher gives punishment to the students who didn’t do their work. Fifth, the 

teacher made a good atmosphere by moving class to the language laboratory. And 

the last, the teacher motivated the students to developed their English skill.  

 Finally, the researcher of this thesis is interested in choosing SMPN 1 

Tumpang. First, motivating students in writing subject is important to be 

researched because the students face many difficulties in writing subject. second, 

motivation of the students in learning English in this school has never been 

researched yet so far. This case, the researcher is willing to analyze the students’ 

motivation in learning writing of descriptive text at SMP N 1 Tumpang. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of the study above, the statements of problem 

are formulated as follows: 

1. How is the students’ motivation in learning writing of descriptive text at 

SMPN 1 Tumpang? 

2. How does the teacher motivate the students to learn writing of descriptive 

text at SMPN 1 Tumpang? 
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1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of the problems above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To get information of the students’ motivation at SMPN 1 Tumpang in 

learning writing of descriptive text  

2. To know the teacher ways in motivating the students to learn writing of 

descriptive text at SMPN 1 Tumpang 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The finding of the study is expected to give more information about 

student’s motivation in learning writing of descriptive text. This contribution will 

be useful for the school principal in achieving the success of teaching learning 

activities in this school especially in English subject. 

 For the English teachers, they will choose and use appropriate ways to 

motivate the students to learn English especially in writing. Besides, teacher can 

find and experiment ways to improve students’ motivation is a particular subject 

taught at particular level of students. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research focuses on the students’ motivation in learning 

writing of descriptive text and the teacher’s strategies in motivating their students 

in learning writing of descriptive text and this study is limited on the students and 

the teacher of the first year students at SMPN 1 Tumpang. 
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1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misconception, some key terms used in 

this study are Explained as follows: 

1. Motivation is something that energizes, directs and sustain behavior, it

gets students moving, points them in a particular direction and keeps them

going. We usually see it reflected in a certain amount of personal

investment in particular activities (Maehr and Meyer in Ormrod,

2003:472).

2. Writing is an act that take place within a context that accomplishes a

particular purpose, and that is appropriately shaped for its intended

audience (Hamp-Lyons and Kroll, 1997 (in Weigle, 2002:19).

3. Descriptive text is a text which says what a person or a thing is like. Its

purpose is to describe and reveal a particular person, place, or thing (Chris

Soames, 2009).


