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      CHAPTER 1 

   INTRODUCTION 

This chapter provides the basic ideas related to the study. This chapter 

presents the background of study, the statements of the problem, the purposes of 

the study, the significance of the study, the scope and limitation, and the definition 

of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Teaching is activity of transfering and delivering knowledge to the 

students in order to improve the learning material. According to Rohma (2012), 

teaching not only the process of transferring the information to the students, but 

teaching should be seen like an art needs love and passion in their profession. It 

means that teaching refers to the process of imparting the knowledge from the 

lecturer who has love and passion.  

There are four skills in teaching English in university namely, speaking, 

reading comprehension, writing and listening comprehension. Teaching listening 

comprehension is one of the important roles in teaching English. It helps the 

student to build the ability to communication with other people. According to 

Richards and Schmidt (2010: 344), teaching listening comprehension is to teach 

the students process of understanding speech in a first or second language as 

communication practice. It is focused on phonemes, words, grammatical 

structures. The goal of teaching listening comprehension is to improve lecturer 

ability. 
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In teaching listening comprehension activities, the lecturers have a role to 

help and facilitate the students. It can be successful if the lecturers use varied 

strategies to delivering the material to the students. Varied strategies in teaching 

listening comprehension are really needed for the English lecturers. It helps the 

students to be active and to be focused on the task. According to Brown (2001), 

strategies as specific methods to solve a problem in teaching and learning process 

or planning design used by lecturer to identify about the information. The 

lecturers should prepare the strategies before the lecturers start teaching and 

learning process in front of the class. In other word, strategies are ways to help the 

student’s difficulties in learning process. Using the correct strategies in the class, 

the lecturers more easily to deliver the material, and select the resource for the 

students.  

Teaching listening comprehension in University is not easy. To teach the 

students, lecturers should find the strategies which help them to make the students 

enjoy and interest learning listening comprehension. According to Nassarudin 

(2013) about strategy used by lecturer in teaching listening comprehension found 

that the lecturer used three strategies, such as: bottom up, top down, and 

interactive strategies. This strategy has many elements of comprehension such as: 

word, phrase, sentences and also the context (linguistic and non-linguistic context 

of utterances). The difference from those strategies is how the listener 

understanding the text. 

Bottom up is the strategies of listening comprehension to understand the 

information from the text. From this strategy, we can decide that the listeners 
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understand or still confused about the text. Buck 2003:2 (in Nasharudin) 

explained that the steps of bottom up strategies, those are: listening is the process 

audio input transferred into phonemes, understand the word in syntactic level, 

predicting about the content, understanding the meaning base on basic of 

linguistic meaning to know the meaning base on the context of communication . 

Top down strategy is important role in the listening comprehension process. 

Buck 2003:3 (in Nasharudin) state that top down is one of the process of listening 

comprehension that required for listeners to understand the text. It will help the 

listeners to understand the text because the listeners understand about the topic. 

Hence, the listeners need a high concentration because listening comprehension is 

a complex process. 

Brown 2001 state that interactive strategy is one of strategies of listening 

comprehension. There are eight steps in listening comprehension. First, the 

listeners keep an “image” (phrase, clauses, cohesive markers, intonation and stress 

patterns). Second, the listener should understand the speech and try to explain the 

message. Third, the listeners understand the goal of speaker based on the type, 

context and content. Fourth, the listeners understand the information background 

of knowledge to compare the text and the topic. Fifth, the listeners try to give a 

literal meaning. Sixth, the listeners deliver and understand meaning to the 

utterance. Seventh, the listeners decide to keep all the information in short term 

memory or long term memory. The last, listeners omit the kinds of information 

they get before. 
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The previous research conducted by Yoventa (2013) showed that strategies 

used by teacher in teaching listening comprehension for the first year students of 

SMK 3 Malang were:  top down and bottom up strategies. The top down covered 

listening for main idea, predicting, drawing inference and summarizing. While, 

bottom up covered recognizing word, ordering partner.  

A study conducted Alva (2013) found that teachers’ strategies in listening 

comprehension at SMA Taman Siswa. Teacher A used four kinds of strategies. 

They were drill and practice, imaginative, group discussion and media strategies. 

Teacher B used three kinds of teaching strategies. They were drill and practice, 

group discussion and media strategies. Teacher A used the strategies as same 

electively as the teacher B, but they used these strategies in different frequency of 

the occurrence in each meeting.  

A study conducted by Nur (2015) about teaching strategies that was used 

by English teacher in SMK 1 Krasan showed that teacher used four kinds of 

strategies, such as, video, music and physical response or sensation and 

summarizing strategies. Based on the finding, the students indicated positive 

response from those strategies. It was know from the questioner given to the 

student that 227 (76,5%) student showed positive response. From those strategies, 

the most dominant strategies were music or song. It was indicated by 237 (79,9%) 

as the highest percentage. While the least preferred strategies was repeating 

strategies. It was showed by 219 (73,8%). It can concluded that there are five 

strategies used by teacher in teaching listening got a positive response from the 

students.  
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Correlated the strategies of teaching listening comprehension, the writer 

interested in conducting this study with similar discussion but in different field of 

research. That is ‘Strategies of Teaching Listening Comprehension Used by 

lecturer for second Semester of English Language Departement of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. The researcher is interested to investigate the strategies 

used by Lecturer. The problem and the solution faced by lecturer  is a process of 

teaching listening comprehension. Yoventa (2013) in her investigate of Strategies 

of Teaching Listening comprehension for the first year students of SMK 3 Malang 

found that there are three problem, such as: students felt difficult to understand 

native speaker pronunciation, student not focuses in their attention and the 

classroom was noisy. In order to make the process successful the teachers try to 

use her own speech from the cassette. 

1.2 Statement of the problem 

1. What are the strategies applied by lecturer in teaching listening 

comprehension? 

2. How does the lecturer apply those strategies ? 

3. What are the problems in using strategies used by lecturer for second 

semester? 

4. How does the lecturer cope with the problems in applying the strategies of 

teaching listening comprehension? 

1.3 Purpose of The Study 

Based on the background of study the purposes of study are: 
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1. To investigate the strategies applied by lecturer in teaching listening 

comprehension.  

2. To investigate how the lecturer applied the strategies. 

3. To investigate the problems faced by lecturer in applying strategies.  

4. To investigate the ways lecturer coped with the problems in applying 

strategies used by lecturer. 

1.3 Significance of the study 

The objectives of this study is to give accurate explanation about the 

strategies used by lecturer in teaching listening at second semester in English 

department of Muhammadiyah Malang. The finding of this study is expected to 

give some contributions to English lecturers, students and next researchers. 

First of all, the significant of this study is for English lecturers. It can be 

used to enrich their knowledge in choosing appropriate strategies used by lecturer 

to facilitate the students in attaining their learning goal. 

The second significance of this study is for students. The writer hopes that 

the result of this study can motivate the students, improve the students’ awareness 

of strategies used for better understanding in the process underlying and make the 

students easier in learning listening comprehension. 

The last significant of this study is for next researchers. The writer hopes 

that other researcher who investigates the teaching strategies in English language 

teaching and learning process especially in listening comprehension and used as 

reference for the next researcher.  

1.4 Scope and Limitation 
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In this research, the writer confines the study on the strategies used by 

lecturer in listening comprehension class at English department in University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. Meanwhile, it is limited to the lecturer of the second 

semester in listening comprehension class.  

1.5 Definition of Key Term 

The writer would like to define the key terms used in this study to avoid 

misconceptions.  

1. Strategies 

Generally, strategies are the ways of doing something in teaching and 

learning process. In order word, strategies are the ways used by lecturer to 

delivering the material to the students in varied activities or it is a ways to help the 

student difficulties in teaching and learning process. 

2. Listening Comprehension 

Listening comprehension is one of the important skills should be master by 

students. In this study, listening comprehension is an activity to help the listeners 

understand the content of the text. 


