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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This introductory chapter gives the information about the basic ideas related 

to the study being conducted. This chapter discusses the background of the study, 

statement of the problems, purpose of the study, significant of the study, scope and 

limitation, and the definition of key terms. All of the points mentioned above will 

be explained as follows. 

 

1.1 Background of the study 

It is particularly known that teaching language is often linked with grammar 

and it directs to the further issues concerning morphological and syntactic aspects 

within it. Generally, people learn language by the way they speak. It is because they 

associated language with speaking matters. However, in the field of education, we 

learn through different ways in both implementing and studying theoretical review. 

Grammar is the notion of the language which means grammar is the element of 

teaching language that we cannot deny it exists on it. Sometimes, grammar can be 

difficult for students to catch due to its conceptualization and rules. Those set of 

rules should be equipped for young or foreign language learners in order to be the 

basic of well learning language. Fromkin, Rodman and Hyams (2014) state that 

every grammar is equally complex, logical, and capable of producing an infinite set 

of sentences of any thought. Grounded on the expert’s statement above, we are 

actually able to teach language with those set of rules to the learners because it is 
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complex and logical thought. Over simplifying grammar, it refers to morphology 

and syntax. If we assume grammar is the set of rules of language, then morphology 

and syntax are the basic rule of them because in morphology we will learn about 

structure and words formation while syntax is about combining phrases and phrases 

into sentences. 

Morphology is the rule of word formation process. As young and foreign 

language learners, they should know about this basic order of words formation 

process. It is important because the way language forms words might be different 

from other languages, in this case we learn English as target language. Sometimes 

students or young learners have thoughts that why word formation among 

languages are different. This case would be deeply discussed in morphological 

pedagogic in order to make clear the line of differences and its rules. By 

comprehending this general understanding surface of morphology, they are 

supposed to have references to make words formation and know where it comes 

from in order them to develop further writing or speaking skill. 

Syntax in general is the study of rules to combine words into phrases, and 

phrases into sentences. We cannot separate morphology and syntax in the study of 

language. In common institutions, they usually put morphology and syntax as one 

subject to study, it happens due to without reasons, but it is because those are unity 

that relates each other. Especially in writing area, this would often appear to be 

inspected when we talk about syntax. After learning about words formation, 

learners are supposed to combine phrases in order to make good and correct 

sentences. This basic writing would be seemingly simple but it needs further 
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discussion because most of young or foreign language learners often make errors 

in this case. According to Chomsky (2002), syntax is the study of the principles and 

processes by which sentences are constructed in particular languages. So it is clear 

that syntax does also exist in languages, and the researcher wants to know and 

identify the errors within it. 

Morphology and syntax are beneficial basic lessons for young and foreign 

language learners. For young and foreign language learners, before they are lectured 

about theoretical and conceptualization of language, in this case we called grammar, 

they had better know about the basic and essential matters of them called 

morphology and syntax. By learning morphology and syntax at first, at least they 

know basic of language rules before they continue studying other matters in 

grammar such as noun clause, adjective close, gerund, etc. These basic rules 

concerning morphology and syntax will automatically direct them to develop 

language and get ready to other grammar rules. 

English for specific purpose (ESP) is seemingly to be best target for this 

research because the students of ESP almost have no background of knowledge in 

English in general. It is because most of them take other subjects instead of English 

but they have to deal with English at the beginning of two semesters. This case 

attracts the researcher to conduct further research in order to examine whether they 

have basic knowledge of morphological and syntactic aspects or not as well as 

identifying the errors and types. Furthermore, it would also give them feedback 

about the concept of learning language that they should know the very basic rule of 

learning language before lecturer drives them into other particular subjects. 
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Besides those issues above, the researcher sees the opportunity to study 

more about it in order to reveal types errors as well as analyse it. The English for 

Specific Purpose learners in the University of Muhammadiyah Malang who are in 

writing class also seem to be perfect subjects because they are studying foreign 

language and they focus on writing skill. In this research, ESP writing class is taken 

because the researcher will identify through their papers test or homework and 

doing some interviews. All those reasons intrigue the researcher to conduct an 

analysis on English for Specific Purpose learners based on morphological and 

syntactic view. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

1. What are types of morphological and syntactic errors made by ESP students 

in Muhammadiyah Malang university academic year 2015/2016? 

2. What are the dominant type of errors found in the study? 

3. What are the causes of errors identified in the study?  
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1.3 Purpose of the study 

1. To know the types of morphological and syntactic errors made by ESP 

students in Muhammadiyah Malang University academic year of 

2015/2016? 

2. To know what are the dominant type of errors found in the study? 

3. To know the causes of error identified in the study 

 

1.4 Significance of the study 

 The significance of this study is firstly to identity and analyse the 

morphological and syntactic errors from ESP of students’ writing. Secondly, this 

study is also supposed to find the dominant errors in the study. Lastly, this study 

analyses about potential causes of the errors in writing made by English for Specific 

Purpose students of Muhammadiyah Malang University in writing class academic 

year 2015/2016. This study is aimed to give essential information to both the 

lectures and researcher. Meanwhile, there are many types of errors and causes of it. 

For lectures, they can use this study to develop better teaching. For the researcher, 

it can give the information about types of errors and what are the causes of it. The 

expectation on the purpose of the study can be optimal. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is only to analyse types of morphological and 

syntactic errors, dominant errors as well as identifying the causes of errors in 

English for Specific Purpose learners at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The 

researcher only limits the problem of the morphological and syntactic errors in ESP 

writing class academic year 2015/2016. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

1. Morphology 

The study of the internal structure of word, and of the rules by which words 

are formed. 

(Fromkin, Rodman & Hyams, 2014: 37) 

2. Syntax 

The part of grammar that represents a speaker’s knowledge of sentences and 

their structure. 

(Fromkin, Rodman & Hyams, 2014: 77) 

3. Writing 

Symbolic representation of language through the use of graphic signs. 

(Yule, 2010:212) 

4. Error 

The result of one's systematic competence (the learner's system is incorrect). 

(Brown, 2006:227) 


