
1 
 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter deals with background, statement of problems, the purpose of the 

study, significance of the research, scope and limitation and definition of key term.  

1.1 Background     

In the recent years, people know that English is an international language and 

it becomes interesting to be taught. English as a second language consists of four skills 

in language learning, they are reading, listening, speaking, and writing. In this 

research, the researcher will concern with reading skill because reading is one of the 

language skill that helps student to understand English subject. Gillet (1986) states 

that reading process is a sense making that create ideas, information and mental 

images from print and it brings comprehending. 

Being successful in teaching English is the dominant factor that the English 

teacher should pay attention, especially in a teaching reading. In teaching reading 

process, teachers usually find student problems in reading process. Some of the  

students do not understand the contents of reading materials such as; finding out the 

topic, theme, main idea, and answer the question that related with the text. Valetta 

(2008) states that, ability to understand the target language greatly depends on the 

knowledge of vocabulary in the broader sense. It proves that a student who does not 

know English vocabulary fairly well will have problems when facing new reading 

materials.  

In reading comprehension, the message to be imposed in the written form is the 

most important element that the students must recognize, because the primary purpose 

of reading to know the thoughts expressed in the printed material. Therefore, reading 

comprehension is the way for the students to arrive at what they want to know from the 

reading material. However, the problem is how to make them comprehend. Anderson 

(1984) states that, a reader uses knowledge to comprehend texts, both bridging missing 

gap and elaborating the text meaning. 
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In the university level, reading is a skill that has to be learned. The university 

students have to read their compulsory books or other materials related to their lesson. 

Hellekjaer (2009) states that, reading is a situation that complex process which gets the 

new knowledge involving not only the read the text but also their experience to 

comprehend it with effective strategies. Because of its crucial situation, many teachers 

of English at school especially in junior level find difficulties in all teaching reading 

and prefer teaching structure to reading. Many teachers do not know how to improve 

the students reading skill. Because the reading process cannot be directly and complex, 

Powell (1989) states that, all scores or data produced by test of reading are indirect 

measures of the process.  

Based on the phenomenon above, the researcher is interested in investigate the 

effectiveness of humor stories to improve students’ reading comprehension in the 

second year students of SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Malang in academic year 2015/2016. 

When the students are interested in humor stories text, so the teaching reading process 

will be successful.  

In addition, from the previous study which was done by Ria with the title “ The 

Teaching of Reading Comprehension by Using Small Group Discussion “( 2007 : 26) 

in her study, she tries to improve students’ achievement by using small group 

discussion. It was successful since students get high score by using small group rather 

than large group.   

Ned Vizzini (2006) states that, humor story is a kind an anecdote it is short 

narrative of an interesting, or amusing, or biographical incident it can motivate students 

to reading, because it is interesting, enjoyable and funny for students so humor stories 

have related with students background. The advantages of using humor are :  

1. Arise the students’ attention 

2. Give entertainment or enjoyment 

3. Interesting 
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1.2 Statement of Problems  

According to the statement above, the research questions are formulated as follow: 

1. Is there any significance difference of the students’ reading comprehension 

when the use humor stories? 

 

1.3   The Purpose of the Study   

 Based on the problem statement above, the researcher tries to get a target to 

describe: 

1. ‘There are any significance difference of the students’ reading comprehension 

when the use humor stories. 

 

1.4   Significance of the Research 

 Theoretically, this research will be useful for the students will be motivated in 

learning English to increase their reading skill.  

Practically, this research can give feedback for the teachers to implement the 

technique in the practice, not only in theory.  

Finally, the result of this research can enrich the new knowledge and give 

motivation to the students in reading comprehension. 

 

1.5   Scope and Limitation 

 The researcher focuses on effectiveness of humor stories, how to implement the 

technique to improve students’ reading comprehension. The research is limited to the 

second year students of SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Malang in academic year 2015/2016. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Term 

To avoid misunderstanding in this research, it is necessary to explain some 

terminologies relate to this thesis: 

1. Reading is bringing meaning to and getting meaning from pointed or written material    

(Finochiaro and bonomo, 2005).  
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 2. Reading Comprehension as the process of alternative interpretations and 

constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with written language 

(Pressley and Afflerbach, 1995). 

3.  Humor is the quality that makes something seems funny or amusing: comicality, it 

also means mood, state of mind humor must be funny but it has to be considered that 

funny element is not the humor but symptom of it. Funny is used in the little to refer to 

humor and act, which can cause laughter (Webster New world Dictionary, 1996) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




