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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 In this chapter, the researcher provides some topics such as background of 

the study, statements of the problem, purposes of the study, significances of the 

study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

In this globalization era, English language is an important thing because it 

becomes an international communication tool. This means that all of people have 

to learn English to communicate with others around the world.  In fact, English 

has been taught in all levels of educational institution which is considered as a 

compulsory subject. There are four skills which have to be learned by the 

students, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Those skills are 

strongly affected by vocabulary knowledge. It is supported by Purwoko’s research 

(2008) about the problems in teaching and learning speaking which was 

conducted at the second year students of SMPN 2 Ponorogo. The result showed 

that one of the problems is caused by the students’ limited vocabulary. This means 

that there is a strong relationship between the speaking skill and the vocabulary 

knowledge. The students may nots be able to speak because they do not have 

enough vocabulary. Furthermore, when the students have limited vocabulary, they 

are likely to get difficulties in the four skills. 

Furthermore, according to Gairns and Redman (1992), basically, vocabulary 

acquisition processed by language learner is divided into two categories, namely 
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the receptive or passive vocabulary which can only be recognized and 

comprehended in the context of reading and listening materials, and the 

productive or active vocabulary which the learner can use them appropriately in 

speaking and writing. This means that before giving some vocabularies to the 

students, the teacher should account the categories of vocabulary acquisition that 

the students need to comprehend. 

Teaching English vocabulary is not easy because it is something more than 

just delivering lists of words to the students. The teacher also has to enlighten the 

meaning of the words based on the context of a certain sentence. In addition, to 

make the teaching English vocabulary is successful, the teacher should determine 

the approach, method, and choose some worthy techniques to present the subject 

materials. According to Brown (2000), techniques are the specific activities 

expressed in the classroom that are consistent with an approach and a method as 

well. Hence, selecting a suitable technique is one of the factors which affect the 

effectiveness of teaching English vocabulary. 

Furthermore, learning vocabulary sometimes makes the students feel bored 

because it tends to do memorizing only. In other word, the students tend to be 

passive in which they are only given many words by the teacher and then they 

have to memorize it. Therefore, the teacher should be creative in choosing 

appropriate technique in teaching English vocabulary in order to make the 

students more enjoyable in vocabulary learning. According to Gairns and Redman 

(1992), the techniques in teaching vocabulary are divided into two kinds, they are 

teacher-centered activity which includes three techniques namely visual, verbal, 
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and translation techniques, and learner-centered activity which involves asking 

others and contextual guesswork. Hence, the use of those proper techniques will 

make students enjoy in developing their word storage. 

To make learning vocabulary successful, the teacher also needs to know how 

the perception of the students about the techniques used by the teacher. According 

to Sekuler and Blake (1985), perception is the final product of the process in 

certain events. In this situation, the students are free to offer their perception 

toward the techniques used by the teacher in teaching English vocabulary. In 

addition, according to Prasetyowati’s research (2008), it has been found that the 

students generally had very positive perception toward the techniques applied by 

the teacher in teaching speaking to the Step One Class at The Daffodils Course, 

Pare-Kediri. Hence, the success of using techniques in teaching English 

vocabulary depends on the students’ perception, either positive or negative 

perceptions. 

Based on the reasons above, the researcher is interested in observing the 

technique used by the teacher in teaching English Vocabulary, the reasons why 

the teacher chooses the technique, and the students’ perception about the 

technique used by the teacher. This study was conducted at seventh grade students 

of SMPN 6 Tanjung Selor, Bulungan, North Kalimantan. 

 

1.2 Statements of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, the problems of this study are 

stated as follows: 
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1. What are the techniques used by the teacher in teaching English vocabulary to 

seventh grade students at SMPN 6 Tanjung Selor, Bulungan, North 

Kalimantan? 

2. What are the teacher’s reasons to use the techniques in teaching English 

vocabulary to seventh grade students at SMPN 6 Tanjung Selor, Bulungan, 

North Kalimantan? 

3. What is the students’ perception toward the techniques used by the teacher in 

teaching English vocabulary to seventh grade students at SMPN 6 Tanjung 

Selor, Bulungan, North Kalimantan? 

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the statement of problems above, the researcher writes the purposes 

of the study as follows: 

1. To know the techniques used by the teacher in teaching English vocabulary to 

seventh grade students at SMPN 6 Tanjung Selor, Bulungan, North 

Kalimantan. 

2. To know the teacher’s reason to use the techniques in teaching English 

vocabulary to seventh grade students at SMPN 6 Tanjung Selor, Bulungan, 

North Kalimantan. 

3. To know the students’ perception toward the techniques used by the teacher in 

teaching English vocabulary to seventh grade students at SMPN 6 Tanjung 

Selor, Bulungan, North Kalimantan. 
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1.4 Significances of the Study 

This study is expected to be useful for students, teachers, and the next 

researchers. They are stated as follows: 

1. For students, they can improve their vocabulary after using those techniques.  

2. For teachers, they can improve their quality of teaching English vocabulary by 

applying the techniques. 

3. For the next researchers, they can use this study as references in order to 

conduct a research about the certain techniques in teaching English 

vocabulary. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is the teacher’s techniques in teaching English 

vocabulary, teacher’s reason of using the techniques in teaching English 

vocabulary, and students’ perception toward the techniques that are used by the 

teacher in teaching English vocabulary. Meanwhile, the limitation of this study is 

the English teacher to seventh grade students and the seventh grade students at 

SMPN 6 Tanjung Selor, Bulungan, North Kalimantan. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The researcher presents the definition of key terms in order to avoid 

misunderstanding on the concept that is used in this study. The definition of key 

terms is stated as follows: 
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1. Technique is implementational – that which actually takes place in a

classroom (Anthony in Richards and Rodgers, 2001).

2. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, giving

instructions, guiding in the study of something, providing with knowledge,

causing to know or understand (Brown, 2000).

3. Vocabulary is the total number of words (Collins Cobuild English Language

Dictionary in Campillo, 1995.




