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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher presents some topics related to the 

background of the study, statement of the problems, objectives of the study, scope 

and limitation, significance of the study and definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Nowadays, language takes role as a pivotal part of human daily life. 

Language is employed by people around the world to communicate with others 

(Wardhaugh, 2006). It means that language is needed by people to share their 

ideas, feelings, even their desires to each other in all around the world. Therefore, 

language is used in every sector of human life, such as economy, politic and 

education. In educational sector, language is inseparable with literature. 

In relationship to the language used, the presence of literature aspects 

cannot be separated.  The word “literature” is derived from Latin, “letter”, which 

means that literature constitutes the expression of human ideas and feelings in the 

form of language, mostly in written form. Sivasubramaniam (2006) cited in Sharifi 

(2013) states that literature is a body of written texts produced by a culture and is highly 

valued within that culture over a period of time as part of its literary heritage. 

Accordingly, literature is a kind of text which is published in the form of writing 

that expresses and communicates feelings and attitudes towards life. Further, 

according to Koesnosoebroto (1988; 1), literature has its roots in one of the most 

basic human desires, such as the desire for having pleasure. It means that literature 

is produced through the imagination of human to pleasure and entertain the 

readers. Henceforward, literature affords the readers to involve in a new world 
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which is created by human’s imagination itself. Therefore, it can be stated that 

literature has a close relation with society since it may represent the social condition 

of the society at the time the literature products are written. 

Literature has great functions in developing human feelings in addition to 

interests. Therefore, the functions of literature are divided into two major categories 

which are literature of power and literature of knowledge. Literature of power means 

that the literature has a function to activate the heart and the mind of the readers. On 

the other hands, literature of knowledge is the literature that has a function to teach 

the readers by giving a particular values, messages and themes through the products 

of literature. 

This study is concerned on one out of some literary works, novel, as the 

object of the study. Novel is one of the written literary products that contains 

some cultural values, social, educational and moral as well as a series of stories 

that highlights the nature and character of the perpetrators. It is a kind of literary 

works dealing imaginatively with the human experience, particularly through a 

connected sequence of events involving a group of persons in a specific setting. 

Hereafter, the novel is selected because it tells about the condition of the society 

in which the value becomes the concept as well as the rule about what people 

think about and also what people have to go in life. It means that to deal with 

society, every single individual has to follow the values that have been agreed by 

the society to determine what is good and what is wrong as the rule of a particular 

society in some places. It can be stated that novel has the same purposes with 

literature in which it represents the condition of the society within which the 

values and rules constitutes the fundamental ways of living a life. 

http://www.britannica.com/art/setting
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Recurrently, the manifestation of values that exist in a society is moral values. 

Moral values are some basic values determining the individual’s perception in effort to 

live within moral consciousness in society (as cited in George and Uyanga: 2014, 41). It 

can be stated that values that are imparted in the novel are able to be functioned as a 

fundamental rule of humans to live in a society considering what is good and bad or 

right and wrong besides what should appear and disappear. 

In the previous study, Indarwati (2005), entitled “An Analysis of Hester 

Prynne’s Personality Aspect in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Novel The Scarlet Letter”, 

Hester Prynne has been identified to have an interesting personality. Besides, 

Hester Prynne has five basics of human needs covering physiology, safety, love, 

esteem and self-actualization needs. Further, the researcher believes that moral 

values of someone in a society are the aspects that build the individual personality 

until it becomes an identity that characterizes every single individual. Therefore, 

based on the previous study, the researcher wants to investigate the moral values 

imparted by Hester Prynne based on her personality. 

Moreover, the researcher chooses novel as the topic of this thesis because 

the researcher believes that novel is the most preferable literary works for people 

which contains some valuable values which are moral, educational, and social 

values. Thus, novel authorized by Nathaniel Hawthorne entitled “The Scarlet 

Letter” is then determined to be the object to be analyzed. In addition, The Scarlet 

Letter novel was the first best-seller novel throughout America, accordingly the 

researcher believes that the novel is valuable to be read and to be analyzed as 

well. Further, one out of the characters which appear in this novel is Hester 

Prynne. The researcher points out Hester Prynne as the character to be analyzed 



4 
 

because in the novel The Scarlet Letter, Hester Prynne is the most dominant 

character who has already passed some events in her life. In addition, the 

researcher believes that when someone has already passed some events in her life, 

thus she will depict some valuable values to the readers of the novel. 

Actually, this novel tells about the punishment of a woman named Hester 

Prynne, who committed adultery with a man. The society gives her a symbol “A” 

which means adultery because she has broken the rule of the society. In short, she 

raised her daughter herself by needle. Then, the society began to accept her 

because of her responsibility and struggle to raise her daughter by herself. The 

society then changes the meaning of the symbol “A” becomes able. In this novel, 

there are some moral values presented by Hester Prynne. By knowing the moral 

values reflected in this novel, the researcher hopes it can be used by the readers in 

daily life. Based on the reason above, the researcher wants to investigate the moral 

values depicted by Hester Prynne in the novel “The Scarlet Letter.” Thus, the 

researcher conducts a study entitled “An Analysis of Moral Values Imparted by 

Hester Prynne in the novel “The Scarlet Letter” by Nathaniel Hawthorne”. 

 

1.2 Statements of Problem 

Based on the background of the study presented above, the problems that will be 

investigated are stated as follows: 

1. What are the moral values depicted by Hester Prynne in the novel “The 

Scarlet Letter” by Nathaniel Hawthorne?  

2. How does Hester Prynne behave the moral values depicted in the novel “The 

Scarlet Letter” by Nathaniel Hawthorne?  
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1.3 Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of this study will be explained as follows: 

1. To find out the moral values depicted by Hester Prynne in the novel “The 

Scarlet Letter” by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

2. To know the way Hester Prynne behaves the moral values in the novel 

“The Scarlet Letter” by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focuses on the analysis of moral values depicted in 

the novel and the ways to behave the moral values in the novel The Scarlet Letter. 

Further, the limitation of this study only goes to Hester Prynne who is the main 

character of the novel.  

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

This study is expected to give some benefits theoretically and practically. 

Theoretically, this study is expected to expand the knowledge of literature 

especially about novel. Practically, this study is expected to give contribution 

especially for readers, students of English Department as well as the future 

researcher. 

For the readers, this study is expected to be used as a reference of 

comparing the moral values that are depicted in some literary works especially 

novel. 



6 

For the students of English Department, this study is expected to be used 

as the reference of expanding the knowledge about literature especially about 

moral values in novel. 

For the future researcher, the result of this study is expected to be used as 

the reference for the future researcher who wants to conduct the same research. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The definition of key terms in this study is aimed to avoid misunderstanding 

of the terms which exist in the research. The terms are as follows: 

1. Moral is a term that can be referred to the part of the philosophy and also

must be related with the badness and the goodness. (Bocheti, 2000, as

cited in Setyowati 2015).

2. Values are the scales we use to weigh our choices for our actions, whether

to move towards or away from something (Naagarazan: 2006, 3).

3. Moral values are the basic terms that used by society to consider the things

that “right or wrong” and “desirable or undesirable” which should be done

by every people in order to behave their action, habit, relation toward God

and culture among their social life.

4. Hester Prynne is a protagonist of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novel entitled

“The Scarlet Letter.”

5. The Scarlet Letter is a best-seller novel of Nathaniel Hawthorne in

nineteenth-century which is published on 16 March 1850.

6. Nathaniel Hawthorne is one of the best nineteenth-century American male

novelists writing the novel of “The Scarlet Letter”.


