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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher presents background of the study, statement of 

the problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, 

and definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 English is considered as foreign language in Indonesia. Some experts believe 

that it is more effectively taught in younger age. According to Phillips 

(2002), learning a second (or a third) language is easier for young children, and some 

evidence indicates certain brain areas that might be involved in this learning. Junior 

high school is the best period to learn a new language. According to Thibaut 

(2005), around age 12 or 13, children have their greatest potential to absorb and retain 

language skills.  

 The purpose of teaching English in junior high schools is to enhance the 

nation’s competitiveness in global society. That is why English becomes important 

subject and this subject can affect students’ grade too. According to curriculum 2012, 

English becomes main subject in junior high schools; also this subject gives more 

competence orientation contributes to the intellectual aspects and effective.  

 Writing is the one of the language skills that must be taught in junior high 

schools because it helps to develop students’ understanding and ability to use 

language. Writing skill is needed by the students for some reasons. According to 
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Defazio et al. (2010), writing is a skill that is grounded in the cognitive domain. It 

involves learning, comprehension, application and synthesis of new knowledge. 

Writing also encompasses creative inspiration, problem-solving, reflection and 

revision that results in a completed manuscript. This means writing is a skill that 

mostly uses brain power such as knowledge, comprehension, synthesis, and 

evaluation that combined with creativity in order to make a manuscript. 

 According to Siahaan, students in junior high schools still had low 

achievement, and they were still confused in identifying the schematic structure of 

text. Moreover, the low achievers seemed to have less sense about English grammar. 

They made a lot of mistakes in the text they wrote (2013). That is why for the 

students, writing is considered as a difficult skill because it needs a productive ability 

to create a kind of text that should be coherent and cohesive. Besides, the writer 

(students) has to pay attention to the grammar, punctuation, etc.  

Teaching English in junior high school is a challenge by an English teacher, 

according to Amidon (in Suresh and Srinivasan 2014:2) teaching is an interactive 

process, primarily involving classroom talk which takes place between the teacher 

and pupils and occurs during definable activities. Teaching English in this junior high 

school is not easy task, because almost the students find difficulties in learning this 

new language. Here, teacher have important role in the classroom because they have 

to prepare the materials that will be delivered to the students and use the method, 

strategy, and technique affectively.  
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According to Brown (2000), technique refers to the specific activities 

manifested in the classroom that are consistent with the method and, therefore are in 

harmony with the approach as well. Here, techniques in teaching can help students 

easier in writing and helps students how to write correctly. Above all, the teacher can 

make the class livelier. 

 There are many kind of technique that can be used to teach writing. According 

to Reimes there are five techniques used in the teaching of writing skill. Namely 

technique in using picture, technique in using reading, technique in using all 

language skill, technique in using controlled writing and technique in teaching 

organization (in Rahman 2012:9). In other words, in teaching writing, the teacher can 

use these techniques by choosing the right one depending on students’ circumstances. 

 Some previous studies concerning the techniques used by the teacher in 

teaching writing have been reported. Rahman (2012) found out that there were two 

kinds of techniques used in teaching writing, namely the technique in using pictures 

and the technique in using reading. The teacher applied those techniques effectively 

in the teaching and learning of writing. Also, Megawati (2014) found that the 

technique in using pictures used by the teacher was effective to improve students’ 

ability in writing descriptive text. 

 Based on phenomena above, the researcher is interested in analyzing the 

teaching technique that used by the teacher in teaching writing at the 1styear of 

SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu. The researcher chose SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu 

because it might be not anyone studied about the techniques in teaching writing in 
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that school. Besides that the researcher want to know how the students’ respond 

toward the techniques in teaching writing that used by the teacher.  

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the researcher formulates three 

problems: 

1. What techniques does the teacher use in teaching writing at the 1styear of 

SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu? 

2. How does the teacher apply thetechniques used in teaching writing at the 

1styear of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu? 

3. How do the students respond to thetechniques used by the teacher in teaching 

writing at the 1styear of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu? 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the statement of the problems above, the purposes of this study are 

stated as follows: 

1. To describe the kinds of techniquesused by the teacher in teaching writing at 

the 1styear of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu. 

2. To describe the way the teacher uses the technique in teaching writing at the 

1st year of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu. 

3. To know students’ response toward the technique by the teacher in teaching 

writing at the 1styear of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu. 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give some contribution to English 

teachers, students, and next researchers. As for English teacher, the results of this 

study are expected to give practical contribution concerning various techniques which 

can be used to teach writing. For the result of this study is expected to give 

information about student’s response toward teaching technique in English class, so 

teacher can recognize each student’s response and make their teaching technique 

more efficiently and better than before. Also, for next researchers this study is 

expected to provide them with a reference conducting research on teaching 

techniques. 

1.5Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the techniques used by the English teacher, 

especially in teaching writing. This study is only limited to the techniques used by 

English teacher who teaches the1stgrade students of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu, 

VII-2 class with total number of students 30. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misinterpretation of the key terms used in this study, it is necessary 

to define them as follows: 

1.Teaching is an interactive process, primarily involving classroom talk which takes 

place between the teacher and pupils and occurs during definable activities 

(Amidon in Suresh: 2014)   
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2.Technique refers to the specific activities manifested in the classroom that are 

consistent with the method and therefore are in harmony with the approach as well 

(Brown: 2000)  

3. Writing is a skill that is grounded in the cognitive domain. It involves learning, 

comprehension, application and synthesis of new knowledge. Writing also 

encompasses creative inspiration, problem-solving, reflection and revision that 

results in a completed manuscript (Defazio et al.: 2010). In this study, writing is a 

skill that mostly uses brain power such as knowledge, comprehension, synthesis, 

and evaluation that combined with creativity in order to make a manuscript. 

4. SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu is the one of private junior high schools in Batu 

which is located at Jl. Welirang no.17 Batu, Sisir, Kota Batu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


