
1 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents such topics as: background of the study, statement of the 

problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of the key term. 

1.1 Background of the study 

English has an important role right now, since it is an international language. 

There are many countries use English as their second language, in Indonesia 

English is treated as foreign language. Moreover, Indonesia have entered 

globalization that many foreigner come for certain purposes such as education, 

technology, business, etc. Most of them speak English although they do not come 

from England or the USA.  

In connection to the importance of English, in Indonesia English has been 

learned in school and has become one subject that is taught from kindergarten to 

university. To comprehend English, students must learn four English language 

skills that are speaking, reading, writing, and listening. To understand the four 

English skills, they should learn vocabulary. Cahyono and Widiati (2011:107) 

state, “Good vocabulary mastery support mastery of each of the language skills, 

both receptive (listening and reading) and productive (speaking and writing).” So, 

vocabulary mastery is very important to be achieved by the students because it 

can support their understanding of four English skills. For reading, vocabulary 

mastery helps them support their skill. When they read a passage of book, novel, 
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newspaper or any kind of reading material, they can comprehend the message of 

the text. It means that they know the meaning of the words. In the other words, 

they also get information from the text. Consequently, the teacher should teach 

vocabulary and give motivation to the students to memorize vocabulary. The 

teacher may give vocabulary for the students while they are teaching reading. 

According to Nation (1990) teaching vocabulary is language activities directly 

related to some other language activities. It means that teaching vocabulary is the 

activity of understanding new word that related to some other language So, 

teaching vocabulary is the activity of understanding new word that is unknown 

before. 

From these points, it shows that vocabulary is being the important element in 

language mastery. We cannot communicate without mastering an adequate 

number of vocabularies.  

It can be easily teaching vocabulary through reading skill because the students 

especially in Junior High School will easily memorize some words while they are 

read. However, the English teacher still get some problems in teaching vocabulary 

in reading skill, so that the problems should be solved and the new method or 

approaches should be found in order to teach vocabulary easier and the students 

would be easy to understand and can master vocabulary as well. It supported by 

empirical works done by Ika (2004). The study which conducted are about 

teaching vocabulary. 
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According to previous study which was conducted by Ika (2004) who studied 

about the difficulties of teaching vocabulary faced by the English teacher of SDN 

02 Yosowilangun Kidul Lumajang, found that the difficulties in teaching 

vocabulary was divided into four aspect, they are materials of the study, media, 

method or teaching technique, and evaluation. 

Based on previous study and background of study above. This research is 

focused on problems faced by the teacher in teaching vocabulary and how the 

teacher solves the problems. Therefore, the researcher is interested in conducting 

research entitled “The Problem Faced By The Teacher in Teaching Vocabulary in 

Reading Skill At SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang” 

1.2 Statements of the problem 

Based on the statement above the problem of the study is formulated as follows: 

1. What are the teacher’s problems in teaching English vocabulary in reading 

skill at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang? 

2. How does the teacher’s way to solve the problem in teaching English 

vocabulary in reading skill? 

1.3 Purpose of the study 

The purposes of the study are formulated to answer the research questions. The 

purposes are as follows: 

1. To know the teacher’s problems in teaching English vocabulary in reading 

skill at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang 

2. To know the teacher’s ways to solve the problems in teaching English 

vocabulary in reading skill. 
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1.4 Significance of the study 

The writer hopes the result of the study will give benefit to the English teacher in 

teaching English especially English vocabulary in reading skill. Not only that, but 

it also can be used for other teachers if they have similar difficulties in teaching 

English vocabulary in reading skill, so they can teach better than before. 

Hopefully, this study will give something useful to the reader to give information 

about the topic. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study only focuses on the problems faced by the teacher in teaching English 

vocabulary in reading skill, and also the ways to solve the problems in teaching 

English vocabulary in reading skill. 

This study is limited for one of the teacher in 7A class at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 

Malang. 

1.6 Definition of key term 

Problem is a question proposed for solution or consideration, a question, matter, 

situation, or person that is perplexing or difficult; a proposition requiring solution 

by mathematical operation, construction. (Webster’s New World, 1985) 

Teacher is a professional who conduct classes. (Laurence, 1968) 

Teaching is an activity of delivering information by showing something related 

to knowledge in the purpose of making someone knows about something. 

(Brown, 2000) 
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Vocabulary is a total number of words that make up a language; vocabulary 

refers to all words in the whole language or the words and phrase used in 

particular variety. (Nation, 1990) 

Reading is assumed to be central means for learning new information and gaining 

access to alternative explanations and interpretation (Grabe and Stoller, 2001). 

 

 

 

   

 


