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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In regard to the following inquiry of the knowledge in the present study, this 

chapter is explaining about the background of the study, statement of problem, 

purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Today, modern language studies take place in a world which is influenced 

by the internationalization and globalization. Many people believe that being able 

to speak with a foreign language especially in a demand language like English looks 

good in any application. Almost all people around the world use English as their 

tools of communication and in this era of globalization, being able to communicate 

in other languages will make someone much more valuable to an employer 

(Graddol, 2000; Harmer, 2007).  

AEC (ASEAN Economic Community) has already appeared in Indonesia 

and there will be an intense competition between the local and the foreign workers. 

The competition in the free trade era will be so fierce for those who are not yet 

prepared. In 2015, International Education Company, Education First (EF) 

released English Proficiency Index (EPI) report that showed Indonesia ranking  30 

out of 70 countries with “intermediate proficiency”. For AEC, this level of 

proficiency is still below the average. There are still numbers of Indonesians who 

still doesn’t able to communicate with English. Thus, Indonesian government has 
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the biggest duty to increase the level of the language proficiency. If not, Indonesian 

will suffer in their own country.  

In this regard, the importance of English language education has been 

tackled by the Indonesian government since 1992. In the same year, the ministry of 

education decided to allow elementary school level applying English as an 

additional lesson in the school. Introducing English as a foreign language to young 

learners has been popular among the educators and parents. Parents want to provide 

their children with a competitive educational advantage (Phillips, 2001). 

Additionally, it is also believed that introducing English to young learners will 

result a lot of advantages.  

 Children are always discovering new things, but learning a new language is 

a uniquely rewarding experience at any age. For children, the feeling of 

accomplishment that comes with their first steps toward a foreign language can 

motivate them on to a deeper and broader passion for learning in general   

(Cameron, 2002). Children who learn a language before their teenage years are 

more likely to pronounce the word like native than the adult    (Harmer, 2007; Gawi, 

2012). Furthermore, research has found that kids have an innate ability to acquire 

the rules of any faster than adult. However, young children’s brain is known for 

being “like a sponge” which absorbs everything, it is recommended to give them 

enough time to acquire and fully understand one language before introducing 

another one. Otherwise, they might go through a confused time in which they won’t 

actually know how to express themselves (Sabilah, 2004; Rohde 2009). 
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 As English is considered as a foreign language, young learners in Indonesia 

often have many difficulties in learning English. The difficulties range because the 

English pronunciations is slightly different from Indonesian pronunciation. 

Accordingly, teacher finds it is difficult to catch the students’ interest. However, 

there are many ways to build their interest and break their old stereotype about the 

difficulty of English language study. One way to solve this problem is by knowing 

their characteristic (Sabilah, 2004). In short, by knowing the students characteristic 

it will be easier for the educators to reach the desired goals. 

Salcha (2014) states, “Education should be focused on the development of 

students' creativity in order later to meet individual needs and the needs of society 

and the state.” Scientific  approach  is  considered  relevant  to  the  aims  of  the  

teaching  of  English  in  Indonesia  especially  in  English for Young Learners 

(EYL)  school because young learners are differ in their learning style and needs to 

activate their five sense. This approach entails observing, questioning, 

experimenting or exploring, associating and communicating or networking to 

promote students’ participation in the process of teaching and learning (Komara in 

Salcha, 2014).     It means applying scientific approach gives the students experience 

to find the fact of knowledge from the experiment they have done.  

According to Joyce, Weil, and Calhoun (2004: 102), “The students are 

studying how science is made as well as its findings.” It highlights the process of 

getting knowledge is more important than just receiving knowledge because 

experiment will give great experience. On the other hand, the implementation of 

scientific approach has different perspective from some views. On one view point,  

 



4 
 

people agree that this method is good ways in reaching the students’ interest by 

asking them to respond the stimulus from the teacher who uses the media in their 

teaching process. However on the other view, some teachers says that it is difficult 

to apply the scientific approach orderly and successfully without losing one or two 

of the steps.  

In accordance with the previous explanation, Yunitasari (2015) in her 

research about the use of scientific approach used in grade one at Gresik elementary 

school, revealed that only one school which implement the scientific approach 

perfectly. While, from the two others school the researcher found that the approach 

was not implemented successfully. The educators tend to leave the communicating 

step which is considered as the most important part in teaching a language. 

Additionally, Ayuwandira (2015) states that the time allotment for English course 

in 2013 curriculum is very limited and with such allotment, teachers might feel it is 

difficult to implement the scientific approach successfully.  

Indeed in 2013 curriculum, English lesson is not a compulsory subject. The 

time allotted for this subject also shorter than another subject. However, since the 

stipulation of 2013 curriculum from the decree of ministry of education and culture, 

Indonesian educational system start to be familiar with an educational approach – 

scientific approach. Indonesian schools have started to implement the approach 

massively. This massive implementation was made as Indonesian loyalty to their 

principal.  

It is also obvious that EYL course also implement scientific approach. The 

course is undertaken by English department students for ten weeks in odd semester. 

Accordingly, to dig more information related with the implementation of scientific 
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approach, the researcher is interested in conducting research in scientific approach 

used by student teachers in 5th grades of EYL course at university of 

Muhammadiyah Malang.    

1.2 Statements of the Problems 

Based on the background of study, the researcher formulates the statement 

of problem: “How is the implementation of scientific approach used by student 

teachers in 5th grade of English for young learner course at university of 

Muhammadiyah Malang?” 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the statement of problem, the researcher formulates the purpose of 

the study: “To describe the implementation of scientific approach used by student 

teachers in 5th grade of English for young learner course at university of 

Muhammadiyah Malang.” 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The writer hoped that the result of this research can give theoretical and 

practical significance in teaching EYL. Theoretically, the result of this study is 

profitable in giving contribution for teaching EYL. By describing the use scientific 

approach in teaching EYL, the existing theory of scientific approach in teaching 

EYL will be developed. 

Practically, the result of the study provides information which is useful for 

the English teacher in general, student, and researcher. First, for English teacher in 

general the study may give the information about the implementation of scientific 

approach in teaching EYL. Second, for student the result can give feedback to the 

young learner to improve their quality of learning English. Third, this study may 
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give a good contribution the researcher’s for the next researcher who will have the 

same topic. It will be as a supporting source that shows the evidence about the 

certain topic related to their thesis. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is focused on scientific approach used by student 

teachers in 5th grade of English for young learner course at university of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. The limitation of the study is the EYL student teachers 

who are doing teaching practice in 5th grade of EYL course at university of 

Muhammadiyah Malang.  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 Before discussing further, it is necessary to clarify the meaning of the key 

terms to avoid any misunderstanding and misinterpreting. Those key terms are 

defined as follow:  

1) Scientific approach is an approach that can motivate the students to learn 

scientifically using the steps of observing, questioning, exploring, associating, 

and communicating. 

2) EYL or English for Young Learners course is a course conducted by English 

Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang. This is a program in 

which the students acquire knowledge and experience about teaching young 

learner students. 

3) Student teacher is a pre-service teacher who is conducting teaching practice. 

4) Young Learners are defined as children from the birth till the age of twelve. 

 


