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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

The introduction of this study records some focuses on (1) background of 

the study, (2) statement of the research problem, (3) purpose of the study, (4) 

significance of the study, (5) scope and limitation of the study, (6) and definition 

of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of The Study 

Concerning at the policy of the new curriculum in Indonesia, Curriculum 

2013 brings many changes at the elements of learning and teaching. It has been 

dealt that English subject will not be learned by the students at the elementary 

schools as the compulsory subject but as election. Head of Department of 

Education of Jakarta, Mulyanto, states that three subjects including Information 

and Communication Technology, Physical Education, and English will not be 

learned as the compulsory subjects but as the extracurricular (Kompasiana: 2014). 

Contradictory to that statement, students at senior high schools and further 

education will normally learn English subject as compulsory course. In fact, it is a 

part of the National examination as the requirement of students’ graduation.  

Considering English as one of the important subjects to succeed in the 

national examination, some students think that English still becomes the scourge. 

The scourge comes to the students who think that English is difficult and also they 

tend to be afraid of making the mistakes. The difficulties is in the process of 

speaking this language with the correct grammar and proper words. Therefore, if 

we relate this problem to their national examination as the graduation 
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requirement, learning English subject well is a must. The purpose of learning this 

language is to make English as the important thing to be learnt, so it will play 

important roles. 

Highlighting English subject as one of the important things to be focused at any 

level of study, the researcher believes that not only language skills that are learnt in 

English but also language components. The language skills cover the process of 

learning speaking, reading, writing and also listening while English language 

components deal with the pronunciation, vocabulary, and structure. All the skills and 

components are both important at learning this language. English skill and components 

have a relation. Therefore, learning this language is related to practicing. 

The importance of learning English can be measured from the benefits 

after learning that well. The benefits of learning this language are shown at not 

only in the process of learning, but also after the process of learning. In the 

process of learning English, students who do not use English as the first language, 

they have a chance to speak, understand, and share everything about English 

subject, and continue to have the role in using English as the second language in 

the environment. Afterwards, students who have good understanding in learning 

this language will easily understand or even make the conversation with people 

from other countries. On the other hand, since English becomes an international 

language, English is well-known as the language which is spoken by people all 

around the world. Therefore, the understanding comes over the people who speak 

English although they are come from different countries with different cultures.  

Focusing to the language skills, the researcher believes that there is not 

only one skill which should be mastered. It is because mastering one skill will 
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measure the ability learning the other skills. However, reading is considered as the 

skill which needs to be focused more. When reading has been mastered, the other 

skills and components can be mastered. 

Since reading becomes one of the language skills which is mostly included 

in the students’ English national examination, reading needs to be mastered by the 

students well. Due to the fact that students’ national examination papers are 

mostly in the form of reading. On the other hand, students who are not good in 

reading, they may find difficulties to finish the examination with the limited time 

given. Furthermore, the total score of national examination will be low if there is 

one subject examined is low. In the other words, if English is lower than other 

subject examined such as Mathematics, Science and Indonesian Language, it may 

be the failure for students at this examination. 

As one of the language skills, reading needs to be activated well together 

not only in understanding text, vocabularies, but also grammar. According to 

Schubert, et.al (1972:15), reading does not only bring skills of eye movement and 

word recognition but also finding a proper meaning to have the understanding. 

Meanwhile, studying reading becomes one step of learning which has several 

processes to be included as the better outcome and understanding. The process is 

related to the understanding of grammar, vocabulary, background of knowledge 

and etc. By the complex process of reading, students who have some difficulties 

at one of the processes, they may find a barrier in studying this skill, or even 

failed in studying the skill. The difficulties in this subject also come from the 

students who understand only at one process not others. In fact, students should 

comprehend all processes, so that they can understand reading well, especially to 

understand the text of their national examination. 
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Based on previous study on using the cooperative method which was done by 

Malina et.al. (2014), it has been proved that this method with different type had 

increased the students’ ability of mathematical communication through learning on 

whole students, group students. In addition, there was a model to interact within a 

group. It also exhibited a positive result on the learning processes with a better goal. 

There is also another finding on applying this method which has been done in the 

process of having several cycles or CAR. This study had shown the result that almost 

22.80 % students’ activeness is increased by having this kind of method with another 

type of learning which was done by Rizqi (2011). In this case, teacher should find the 

appropriate method in order to keep the students at their better understanding of 

English, especially reading, even though they probably do not choose English optimal 

subject at their elementary level. 

Hence, in this study, the researcher tries to use the method of cooperative-

communicative in order to see the extent about the use of this method in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. This study is based on the experience of the researcher 

that had been in the process internship program which shows several backgrounds 

related to the concern that students who are sitting in the VIII grade need to have 

preparation and sharpen knowledge on reading by the purpose of having better 

understanding and also being successful in the national examination process. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

 Related to the background of the study above, the researcher states the 

problem as follow: “Does the use of Cooperative-communicative method (Expert 

Group Type) enhance the students’ reading abilty for the VIII Grade of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang?”  
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1.3 Hypothesis 

The tentative answer is given in this study, the hypotesis is stated as follows : 

1. Alternative Hypotesis (Ha): cooperative-communicative learning method 

can enhance students’ reading ability for the students’ at VIII Grade of 

Junior high school. 

2. Null Hypotesis (Ho): cooperative-communicative learning method can not 

enhance students’ reading ability for the students’ at VIII Grade of Junior 

high school. 

 

1.4 Purpose of The Study 

This Study has a purpose to find out whether the use of cooperative-

communicative learning method can enhance students’ reading ability for the 

students’ at VIII Grade of Junior high school. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

Based on the description above, it is expected that this research will bring 

some advantages not only for students and teacher but also the researcher herself. 

For the students, this method may be able to help them to understand the text as 

the improvement of their reading skill, especially on doing their national 

examination, while this method may help the teacher in making new environment 

on teaching with the expectation of getting the better understanding. So far, the 

researcher may have more experiences in the field of teaching and learning. 
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1.6 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

This study will investigate how the use of communicative-cooperative 

method (expert group type) can enhance students’ reading ability. This study will 

be done as limit on the students at VIII grade of Junior High School. 

 

1.7 Definition of The Key Terms 

The definition of the key terms is given in order to avoid the difficulties of 

understanding this of study. The terms are: 

1. Reading Ability is the individual’s ability to read text, process it and 

understand its meaning.  

2. Cooperative – communicative is one the method which is concernly 

grouping students by the purpose of supporting one another to find well 

understanding of the text. 

3.  Expert group type is the type of students’ expert discussion. 

 


