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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study 

 

Language is important for human social life in the world. One of them is 

English which has become an international language. People of different countries 

use English to communicate. In Indonesia, English is a foreign language and 

taught formally in a school. Therefore, students need to understand and use 

English to improve their ability to face the global competition.  

As a developing country, Indonesia really needs English because 

Indonesian government is trying to improve all aspects which are usually faced  

by all countries. One of these aspects is education. The quality of education in 

Indonesia can be developing effectively if the activity of learning process in the 

school or class is improved systematically. It means that the improvement is done 

with good plan continually. One of the ways to improve learning process in the 

class is by making assessment as a part of learning itself.  

Assessment is one of important parts of teaching and learning provided by 

the teacher. The teachers assess the students based on the material that has been 

taught by remembering the concept. The teachers also evaluate their students’ 

progress in learning by giving them many kinds of tests. The teachers believe that 

they will get enough information about their students’ progress from the result of 

the test. Cohen and Manion (2010) claim that when the students get good scores 
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in the test, it means the students make a good progress. One of the examples used 

to get useful information about students’ growth in learning is portfolio. 

Haladyna (in Cohen,et.al., 2010) states that portfolio is a collection of 

pieces of students’ work. Varvus (in Thomas,et.al., 2005) declares that a portfolio 

must be more than just a collection of  test results, journal entries, homework, 

graphs of student performance, or the product of student activities. It must be 

systematic, organized evidence, which is used by the teacher and students to 

measure the growth of knowledge, skill, and attitudes. 

English teacher can use portfolio assessment to make their evaluation 

easier than traditional assessment.  Mohtar (2010) claims that traditional 

assessment does not make the students understand well about the materials. In 

conclusion, although traditional assessment is still popular, some schools have 

turned their attention to alternative type assessment to provide more reliable 

information on students’ progress and achievement. These new methods of 

assessment are known as “portfolio assessment’ measures. 

Based on previous study which was done by Soewandi (2004), the 

objectives of Portfolio Assessment at SMP YPKK KMS Sorong were to engage 

the students to make self reflection for their own achievement, to assess their 

educational tasks based on their work, and to collect the information and the data 

from students time by time during the semester.  

Different from that case, the researcher is interested in investigating the 

title “An Analysis of Portfolio Assessment in Teaching English for the Eleventh 



3 

 

 

 

Grade Students of Muhammadiyah Senior High School 3 Batu.”. The researcher 

chooses Muhammadiyah Senior High School 3 Batu because there has not been 

other research who observes that school about Portfolio Assessment. Besides, the 

researcher got the approval from the class teacher to conduct the research. Here 

the researcher is concerned with the characteristics of Portfolio Assessment in 

teaching English, the problems faced by the English teacher in teaching English, 

and the ways to cope with the problems in teaching English by using Portfolio 

Assessment. 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

Based on the background of study above, the research problems are 

formulated as follows: 

1. What are the characteristics of Portfolio Assessment used in English 

classes of the Eleventh Grade Students of Muhammadiyah Senior High 

School 3 Batu? 

2. What are the problems faced by the teacher in applying Portfolio 

Assessment at the Eleventh Grade of Muhammadiyah Senior High School 

3 Batu? 

3. What are the ways to cope with the problems faced by the teacher in 

applying Portfolio Assessment at the Eleventh Grade of Muhammadiyah 

Senior High School 3 Batu? 
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1.3 Purpose of Study 

In accordance with the formulation of the problems stated above, this study has 

the following purposes: 

1. To know the characteristics of Portfolio Assessment at the Eleventh Grade 

of Muhammadiyah Senior High School 3 Batu. 

2. To know the problems faced by the teacher in applying Portfolio 

Assessment at the Eleventh Grade of Muhammadiyah Senior High School 

3 Batu. 

3. To know the ways to cope with the problems faced by the teacher in 

applying Portfolio Assessment at the Eleventh Grade of Muhammadiyah 

Senior High School 3 Batu. 

1.4 Significance of Study 

Generally, the result of study is expected with the expectation that the result will 

give significant contributions to the following people: 

1. For English teacher and English lecturers, the study can be used to 

improve their teaching and learning process. 

2. For students, it can be one effective way for keeping the learner’s result, 

be responsible for their studying result and will improve the students’ 

achievement in learning English in order to be active learners, so the 

learners can understand the material well. 

3. For next researchers, this research can be a good reference to support their 

research related to Portfolio Assessment. 
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4. For English Education Department, this research can be good reference to 

improve English education quality related to this new technique of 

assessment. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

Scope   

The scope of this study is related to the characteristic, the problems, and ways 

to cope with the problems faced by the teacher in applying Portfolio Assessment 

in Teaching English at Eleventh grade of Muhammadiyah Senior High School 3 

Batu. 

Limitation 

Because the researcher has limited time, so the research focuses Eleventh 

Grade of Muhammadiyah Senior High School 3 Batu. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 Assessment is the process of gathering and discussing information in order to 

develop a deep understanding of what students know as the result of their 

educational program (Pettis, 2014). 

 “Portfolio Assessment is a collection of samples of students’ work over time, 

usually containing the best pieces of work in the area/field, which may have 

been produced from previous drafts, and it will comprise different kinds of 

work: projects, reports, essays, assignments, reflective writing, self-

assessment, tests material, homework, class work” (Cohen and Manion 2010). 

 Muhammadiyah Senior High School 3 Batu is an Islamic Senior High School 

located in Jl. Bukit Berbunga No.175, Sidomulyo, Batu. 


