
CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents explanation related to background of the study, statement 

of the problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation of the study, and definitions of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is a language used by worlds most widely. It has three important 

functions within each country. First, English is used as an international language, 

which is as medium  to comunicate with other people of each country. Second it is 

also a major language of international bussines, diplomacy, science, profession, 

and to exchange culture between one country and another. Last, English is very 

important for entertainment, especially for international travel. So, people have to 

able  to communicate in English language in order to absorb and develop science, 

technology, culture and also for entertainment. 

In Indonesia, English is foreign language that we have to learn in 

educational world. It is the one of the compulsory subjects from Junior High 

School to University. Students learn English to get knowledge, information, and 

able to use English fluently. As a foreign language English is very complex, so 

teaching English needs more attention. Usually teaching English is indeed to 

develop and to enhance the students’ competence in four language skills : 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. 



English does not only includes four basic skills (listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing, but also  components of language that must be learnt by learners such 

as vocabulary, pronunciation, spelling, and grammar.In this matter, grammar is 

very important to study because it can help the students to  improve and achieve 

of learners competence of four basic skill. 

One of the improvement of the teaching instruction is giving some interesting 

methods to students. Method is one component of teaching learning process. It 

offers the teachers alternative to make the students better in their learning 

activities. Because of the method, the teacher would be able to transfer 

information more easily, select the resources and define the roles of students. 

According to (Richard and Rogers, 2001), method is the level in which the theory 

is put into practice an in which the choice of particular skills to be taught, the 

content to be taught and the other in which the content will be presented. In other 

words method is the practice of teaching in the classroom and the teacher 

practices teaching using the content or theory as a references in order to make 

their students understand what they are teaching. The teacher directly teach the 

students in  variety of English skill in order to improve the students ability. 

One of the important aspects of learning English is grammar. The word 

grammar is used in number of different sense. As a foreign language, grammar is 

not easy to learn. The learner have to master the material about grammar. 

According to (Byram,2004: p.248), grammar can refer to a variety of phenomena 

among grammanians, there is considerable disagreement concerning its nature, 

discussions of grammar fall within three main areas : social what is to be regarded 



as standard grammar and what is the status and role of other varieties, pedagogical 

how is grammar learnt and how it should it be taught and lingusitic what is 

grammar and how does it work. In other words grammar is the set of language 

rules that you use, it can refer to a variety of phenomena among grammanians and 

pedagogical, usually it occurs in social areas is to be regarded as standard 

grammar. 

Alduais (2013) found that the major schools of grammar are : traditional, 

structural and transformational grammars respectively due to great influence on 

the field of language study in general and language teaching, learning and 

pedagogy in particular. Beside, each school of grammar has proved more 

powerful for teaching certain leraner’s levels : traditional grammar for non-native 

speaker, structural grammar for native speaker, and transformational grammar for 

advanced level learners in both cases native and non native speaker. Lisda  (2008) 

found that three english teachers used Grammar Translation Method in teaching 

grammar. One of them combined Grammar Translation Method with Oral 

Approach. There were also some strengths and weaknesses of the methods  

applied by teachers. The strengths of Grammar Translation Method were : 1) the 

students mastered the sentence pattern, 2) and the students got easier with teachers 

language. The weaknessses of Grammar Translation Method  were : 1) the 

students were passive in class,2) the students got few vocabulary 3) the class 

situation was bored and strained, 4) the teacher gave translation directly, 5) and 

the students were not applied english as communication in class”. 



Based on the explanation above, the researcher  wants to observe the methods 

applied in teaching grammar at SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Malang in order to know 

whether they are already suitable and useful for students. The researcher 

interested to conductat SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Malang because : First, grammar 

is not easy to learn, the students have to mastered the material about grammar for 

example tenses, modals, active sentence, passive sentence, etc. Second, the 

researcher wants to give the information about how to use a variety of teaching 

methodologies in order to improve the teaching method especially in grammar. 

1.2 Statement of  the Problems  

The statement of the problems are stated below : 

1. What kind of  methods are used by English teacher for teaching grammar 

        at  SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Malang ?  

2. How does  the English teacher apply the methods for  teaching grammar 

       at SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Malang ? 

1.3 Purposes of the Study  

The purpose of study are stated below :  

1. To find out the  methods used by English teacher for teaching  

     grammar at SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

2. To know how the methodsapplied by English teacher for teaching    

grammarat SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

 

 



1.4 Significance of the Study 

The researcher hopes that the result of this study can give valuable 

contribution to the students, English teacher, and next researcher. For the  students 

it can be used as a reference to learn about kind of method for teaching grammar. 

For the English teacher the researcher hopes that it can  give information  about 

how to apply the methods of teaching grammar. For the next researcher, the 

researcher expects that this research can help others researchers about how to 

teach grammar. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

In learning English there are many methods that used by teachers based on 

language skill. This study focuses on the method of teaching grammar that  

applied by English teacher at SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. This study is 

limited to the two English teachers and the first grade students at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

To avoid  misunderstanding in terms of contens of the topic in this study, it is  

necessary for the research to define the key terms used in this study :  

1. Method is a generalized set of classroom specification for accomplishing 

linguistic objective (Brown, 2001). 

2. Teaching grammar is the art of helping students make sense, little by little, 

of a huge, puzzling construct, and engaging them in various activities that 



enhance usage abilities in all skill areas and promote easy and confident 

communication (Azar, 2003).  

3. Grammar is identified as a challenging language competence to learn. 

Whereas, grammar makes students create effective communication 

because they know how to build and use certain structures (Renandya; 

2002). 

 

 

 


