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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

  In regard to the inquiry of the present study, it is important to introduce the 

present study through this chapter. Chapter I of this present study discusses 

background of the study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study, 

significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of the key terms. 

Each section is presented as follows:  

 

1.1 Background of the Study  

The world community needs the mastery of English language the which is 

growing Rapidly. It is inevitable that the majority of the world's information uses 

English. To access information, the public should master English. The Ministry of 

Education and Culture of Indonesia No. 0487/14/1992 Chapter VIII states that 

elementary school can add local content subjects in the curriculum. (Suyanto, 

2007:1). The selection of English language teaching at elementary school level 

which included in the realm of local content has begun intensively since that year, 

even the English language became compulsory local content in several regions in 

Indonesia. For example, The Ministry of Education and Culture of East Java 

issued decision letter No. 1702/105/1994 which states that English subjects in 

East Java as a local content subject turns into a compulsory local content subjects. 

(Ningrum et all, 2013:2). It is expected that future generations will also have 

contribution to the global competition.  

The government has made several changes to the curriculum in order to 

find the best way in the process of English teaching and learning at school. As a 
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note, there are already ten times of curriculum change since 1947. This is then 

followed by another change of curriculum done by government recently. It is 

called 2013 curriculum. Curriculum change is regarded as something normal 

because it aims to achieve educational goals, both learning goals and national 

education objectives. According to Mulyasa (2013:59), “the change of curriculum 

is dynamic and must always change and develop in order to follow the progress 

and challenges of the times". Then, scholars need to adapt to the curriculum 

changes in order to meet the National Education Objectives. 

This curriculum is prepared not only to strengthen the students’ cognitive 

domain, but also the students’ skill and character formation. They are also 

important components that should have full attention in the field of education. The 

2013 curriculum is made by the government to create competent generations. The 

application of character value to the 2013 curriculum confirms that this 

curriculum focuses on creating smart generation in their intellectual, emotional, 

social and spiritual aspects. (Hidayat 2013:13). Then, the 2013 curriculum is an 

ideal curriculum because it has a complete aspect to create better generation.  

 The curriculum changes will bring about the issues as to the selection of 

materials. In other words, materials have been improved to facilititate language 

teaching. It also happens in the 2013 curriculum. Another difference between 

2013 curriculum and the previous curriculum is the presence of the students’ book 

and teachers’ book that have been provided by Ministry of National Education 

which are used as sources of learning activity. The students’ book contains 

materials that have been designed and also equipped with the exercises. Indeed, 
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teachers know that textbook is the main factor which can be used to gain the 

success of teaching learning process in the classroom.  

 Therefore, the books used in the teaching and learning activities must have 

a good quality of content and be in accordance with the goals in the process of 

learning English. Content of the book such as excercise needs to be analyzed since 

it affects on students’ English skills. Exercises are also important to present 

because exercises are the means to improve the four skills in English. Masduki 

(2000: 2) states that, “doing exercises is one of the ways how to use and practice 

the language”. It means that exercise is one of the means for students to improve 

the four skills in English. 

 Unfortunately, there are still many things that have not been carefully 

prepared in the implementation of the 2013 curriculum, it can be seen from the 

procurement of textbooks which is not implemented optimally. Not all subjects 

provide the text books. The preparation of textbooks for each subject is also 

impressed short and has not been known yet by the user. The headmaster and the 

community need to know the quality of the book provided. The government 

explains that the students’ book and teachers’ book are the living documents that 

are constantly repaired and updated in accordance with the dynamics of the needs 

and changing times. Input from all walks of life is expected to improve the quality 

of this book.  

 The issues as mentioned above motivate the researcher to conduct a 

research on the exercises which are available in the students’ book. If a 

discrepancy is discovered, then the researcher will give recommendation to do 
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repairs. In this case, the researcher is eager to examine parts of exercises on Junior 

High School English textbooks VIII. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

 Following the background of study, the researcher formulates a statement 

of the problem in order to shape the focus of this present study. The research 

question is: 

1. Does the exercises available in the English textbook for the second grade of 

Junior High School in the first semester match with the 2013 Curriculum 

objectives in fostering the four English skills? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

 In line with the formulated research question, the purpose of the study 

becomes the target of the present study. The purpose of the study is: 

1. To  study how far the exercises available in the English texbook for the 

second grade of Junior High School in the first semester match with the 

2013 Curriculum objectives in fostering the four English skills.  

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

  The researcher has divided the significance of the study into two types, 

theoretical and practical benefits. The results of the study are expected togive 

some advantages for several people who are related to this study.  

1. Theoretical Benefits 

  The results of this study can be used as a reference to conduct further 

research relating to the preparation of English textbooks. Expectation from the 
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results of similar studies is that there will be a preparation of English textbooks in 

accordance with the content of science and English lessons purposes. 

2. Practical Benefits 

  Practical benefits for the education department and author of textbooks are 

as reference which helps to improve the quality of textbooks, especially in English 

subject. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

  The material of this research is the English textbook for the second grade 

of Junior High School in the first semester. This book is provided by Ministry of 

National Education as the cumpolsory textbook for 2013 curriculum. The analysis 

is focused on the excercises that are available in the second grade of Junior High 

School textbook in the first semester.  

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting in this present study, the 

researcher would like to give some definitions of key terms that have correlated in 

this study. The researcher hopes these definitions will clarify some of the term as 

follow:  

1. Excercise is an instrument used to find out or measure something in the manner 

and the rules that have been determined. (Arikunto, 2013: 67) 

2. Excercise analysis is an assessment of the questions on items in order to obtain 

the adequate quality of questions. (Sudjana, 2014: 135) 
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3. Textbook is a book which contains the content-either written, or facilitated by 

an instructor-that students will use to achieve the objective. (Carey & Dick, 

2005: 241) 

4. 2013 curriculum is a curriculum developed on the theory of standard-based 

education and competency-based curriculum. (Kementerian Pendidikan & 

Kebudayaan, 2013: 16) 

5. English is used by various nations to communicate with countries around the 

world. English is a global language. (Crystal 2003:1) 

Above is all the information required to describe the contents of Chapter I. It 

covers the discussion of background of the study, statement of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation and definition 

of the key terms. In order to make it theoretically supported, the following chapter 

will discuss the review of related literature. So that, chapter II will be reported 

next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




