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THE APPLICATION OF EIL IN TEACHING EYL:
TEACHERS’ PERCEPTION

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore elementary school teachers’ perceptions toward
the application of English as an International Language (EIL) in teaching English
to Young Learners (EYL) and to identify its implementation in EYL classrooms.
This study employed a qualitative descriptive design involving five elementary
school English teachers in Malang, East Java. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews and analyzed using qualitative content analysis. The findings
revealed that the participants generally held positive perceptions toward EIL and
viewed English as a communicative and global language. The implementation of
EIL was reflected in communicative and contextualized learning activities,
including bilingual instruction, CLIL, cultural integration, and the use of local and
international teaching materials. The study concludes that EIL is relevant and
applicable in" EYL classrooms as it promotes meaningful communication,
intercultural awareness, and contextualized English learning.

Keywords: EIL, EYL, Teachers’ Perceptions

XV



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all, I am grateful to Allah SWT for His endless blessings, guidance,

mercy, and strength that have accompanied me throughout this journey. Without

His will, this thesis would never have been completed. Throughout this process, |

have been constantly reminded that every difficulty comes with ease and that every

step forward is possible only by His grace.

This thesis would not have been accomplished without the support,

encouragement, and prayers of many wonderful people. Therefore, | would like to

express my sincere gratitude to:

1.

Ma’am Rafika, my thesis advisor, for her guidance, patience, kindness, and
continuous support throughout the completion of this thesis. Thank you for
always welcoming me and helping me navigate this academic journey.

My beloved parents, for their endless love, prayers, trust, and sacrifices.
Thank you for supporting me emotionally, physically, and financially, and for
always believing that | could overcome every challenge without ever placing
pressure upon me.

My beloved husband, for being my safe place during the most difficult
moments. Thank you for your unwavering moral and financial support, for
believing in me when | almost gave up, and for always reminding me to keep
moving forward.

dr. Saulina, for her professional guidance, patience, and support throughout
challenging times. Thank you for helping me navigate difficult moments,
regain strength, and continue moving forward during this journey.

My dear siblings, whom | know have always included my name in their
sincere prayers. Thank you for your love, support, and quiet faith in me.

My parents-in-law and beloved friends, for their genuine prayers, kindness,
and encouragement that never ceased throughout this journey.

All research participants, for their willingness, time, and valuable

contributions to this study. Your participation made this research possible.



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

8. Lastly, to myself, thank you for staying. Thank you for enduring the
uncertainties, the exhaustion, the setbacks, and the tears that often went unseen.
Thank you for choosing to continue, even on the days when giving up felt
easier. This thesis is not only the result of academic work, but also a testament
to perseverance, growth, faith, and courage. |1 am proud of how far you have
come.

Finally, | realize that this thesis is still far from perfect. Therefore,
constructive suggestions and feedback are highly appreciated for future

improvement.

Vil



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

TABLE OF CONTENTS
APPROVAL oottt i
APPROVAL PAGE AFTER DEFENSE .......ccoooiiiiiiiien e i
MOTTO AND DEDICATIONS.......cocoiiereie ettt iv
AUTHOR’S DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY .....ccccoooviiiniiiiieiennn %
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. ..ottt vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt IX
LIST OF TABLE ..ottt it Xi
LIST OF APPENDIX ...ttt s e xiii
ABSTRACT ....covveee gl e W e N Xiv
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ..ottt 1
1.1 Research Background ............cccrireriininnioneiiene it 1
12/ Research Rroblem .........0c........... 8. 0¥ F NN 2
1.3 Research ODJECLIVES ..ccciviirieive it 2
1.4 Scope and LIMITation ..oc..cooieimesiiiiisii e 3
1.5 Research SignifiCanCes ........ccccceiveiiiiieieiieseece et 3
1.6 Definition of Key TEIMS ........ccoocvmiiieiiieie i 3
CHAPTER H LITERATURE REVIEW ..ot 5
2.1 English as International Language ........ccc.cccevveiieiieieeie e, 5
2.2 ENnglish YouNng Learmers..........ccieiiienmiiene et 9
2.3 The Application of EIL in Teaching EYL ..c....cccovveiiiiiiiennn, 11
2.4 Teachers Perception Toward EIL ......cccceveiiiiiiiniiiinineen, 13
2.5  Previous StudieS REVIEW ..........ccciiirieerieiie e it eeene e 15
2.6 Conceptual Framework .......cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiic i, 17
CHAPTER 11l RESEARCH METHOD .....cccociviiiiiiiiiese e, 19
3.1 Research DESION .....coveiieieiicce e 19
3.2 ReSearch SUDJECT .......cccccvvviiiiiiece e 19
3.3 Data ColleCtiON........cccveiieiecieie e 20
3.3.1 Instrument and Data Collection Technique.................. 20
3.3.2 PrOCEAUIE ...ooveeieciie ettt 24
3.4 Data ANAIYSIS....ccoiiiiiieieies s 24

X



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .....cccocoieiieeee e 25
4.1 How do elementary school teachers perceive the

Application of EIL in teaching EYL ......ccccovvivviviieicieee 25

4.1.1 Teachers’ Familiarity and Awareness toward EIL ...... 25

4.1.2 Teachers’ Perceptions of English Varieties and
Native-speaker NOrmMS .......ccoooeiviiiinenceeseeeees 26
4.1.3 Teachers’ Motivation and Views toward the
Importance Of EIL ......ccooveiiiiiiccce e 28
4.2 How is EIL applied in EYL classrooms ..........cccocoevvivniienene, 31
4.2.1 The Implementation of EIL in Classroom Practices .... 31

4.2.2  Teaching Materials and Cultural Integration in

EIL Learning ......ccccoceeviieiec it sne e 32

48/ DisCussiofa......cocoveee Buonenc . NN N 35
4.3.1 Teachers’ Familiarity and Awareness toward EIL ....... 35

4.3.2 The Implementation of EIL in EYL Classrooms ......... 35

4.3.3 English Varieties and Native-speaker Norms in
Classroom Learning ..c.....cccveviieneneneniee e 37
4.3.4 Teaching Materials and Cultural Integration in

EIL Learning.....ccccuiivisiieiee e sceesie e sie s e se e sne e 38
4.3.5 Teachers’ Motivation and Views toward the

Importance Of EIL .........coiiiiieiiiniiice s, 39

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ........ccocoiiiiieiieee. 41
5.1 CONCIUSION ...ttt sttt be b 41

5.2 SUQQESLION ... i iiiiiieimmsmmmsessssssesiseaeeaeesseseesseessesssesseessesneesnens 41
REFERENCQGES ...ttt 43
APPENDICES ...ttt e 49



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

LIST OF TABLES
Table 2.1. Previous StudieS REVIEW..........cccvvieieiieiieie e 15
Table 2.2 Conceptual Framework ..........cccocoviiiiiiniieesieseee e 17
Table 3.1 Participants’ Background Information ...........c.ccccceevvviieineiesnennnnn, 20
Table 3.2 Interview Data SUMMATY ........cccoevieieiieiece e 21

X1



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

LIST OF APPENDICES
Appendix 1 INErVIEW GUIAE .......ccveiiiiiiiieieie e 49
Appendix 2 Interview Transcript EXCEIptS ......ccocooveivieiinininenenieeeeeieen 50
Appendix 3 Informed Consent FOIMS .........ccooveiiiiieiieie e 59
Appendix 4 Research DOCUMENLALION .........ccccveieeiiieiierie e 61

X1



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

REFERENCES

Byiringiro, E. (2024). Effect of Student Perception on Teaching and Learning
Mathematics in Secondary Schools in El’arish in North Sinai Governorate in
Egypt. International Journal of Modern Statistics, 4(1), 1-13.
https://doi.org/10.47941/ijms.1613

Cameron, L. (2001). Teaching Languages to Young Learners. Cambridge University
Press.

Cetinkaya, S. E. (2021). Teaching English as an International Language (TEIL): A
Showcase of the Field. Innovational Research in ELT, 2(1), 2021.
https://doi.org/10.29329/irelt.2020.347.2

Cetinkaya, S. E., & Kayaoglu, M. N. (2022). Cetinkaya 2022 The Paradigm of English
as an International Language (EIL) Tertiary-Level Learning Outcomes from an
Expanding Circle Context. I-Manager’s Journal on English Language Teaching,
12(3), 13.

Chand, S. P. (2025). Exploring Teachers’ Perceptions, Practices, and Attitudes Towards
the Use of Intended Learning Outcomes in the Classroom. SAGE Open, 15(3), 1.
https://doi.org/10.1177/21582440251365751

Chew, Q. H., Tan, E., Sum, M. Y., & Sim, K. (2021). Inter-relationships between
perception of educational environment and learning processes within medical
undergraduate psychiatry teaching: a mediational analysis. Medical Education
Online, 26(1), 7. https://doi.org/10.1080/10872981.2021.1998944

Creswell, J. W. (2014). Creswell 2014 RESEARCH DESIGN Qualitative, Quantitative,
and Mixed Methods Approaches (V. Knight, J. Young, K. Koscielak, B. Bauhaus,
M. Markanich, & A. Hutchinson, Eds.; 4th ed.). SAGE Publication, Inc.

Fadhila, F., & Wafa, A. (2025). THE STUDENTS’ AND TEACHERS’ PERCEPTION
OF ENGLISH TEACHER PERFORMANCE AT SMA BRIGJEND KATAMSO
2. Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Pengajaran (JUPEJA), 3(1), 3025-9088.
https://doi.org/10.69820/jupeja.v3il.228

Faridatuunnisa, 1. (2020). Kebijakan dan Pelaksanaan Pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris
untuk SD di Indonesia. Prosiding Seminar Nasional, 191-199.
https://jurnal.ustjogja.ac.id/index.php/semnas2020/article/view/7510

43



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

Ghosn, I. K. (2019). The Routledge Handbook of Teaching English to Young Learners:
Materials for early language learning (S. Garton & F. Copland, Eds.; pp. 374—
388). Routledge.

Gawi, E. M. K. (2012). The effects of age factor on learning English: A case study of
learning English in Saudi schools, Saudi Arabia. English Language Teaching,
5(1), 127-139. https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v5n1pl127

Harendita, M. E. (2018). Embracing EIL pedagogy in teaching speaking to university
students through culturally-relevant materials. Asian EFL Journal, 20(5), 258—
263.

Harmer, J. (2007). The Practice of English Language Teaching (3th ed.). Longman.

Hayati, A. R., Afriani, Z. L., & Akbarjono, A. (2021). Teacher’s Teaching Strategies in
EFL Class. Adila: Journal of Development and Innovation in Language and
Literature Education, 1(3), 2021. https://doi.org/10.52690/jadila.v1i3.126

Lee, J. S., & Chen Hsieh, J. (2018). University students’ perceptions of English as an
International Language (EIL) in Taiwan and South Korea. Journal of Multilingual
and Multicultural Development, 39(9), 789-802.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01434632.2018.1438448

Lee, J. S., & Drajati, N. A. (2019). English as an international language beyond the ELT
classroom. ELT Journal, 73(4), 419-427. https://doi.org/10.1093/elt/ccz018

Lena, M. S., & Nikolov, M. (2025). A Systematic Review of Empirical Studies on Young
EFL Learners’ Motivation and Task Engagement. SAGE Open, 15(4), 1-16.
https://doi.org/10.1177/21582440251386566

Li, G. (2017). Preparing Culturally and Linguistically Competent Teachers for English
as an International Language Education. TESOL Journal, 8(2), 250-276.
https://doi.org/10.1002/tesj.322

Li, G., & Ma, Y. (2025). Exploring the influencing factors of teacher beliefs and their
impact on teacher behaviors. BMC Psychology, 13(993), 1-12.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-025-03095-z

Lizzio, A., Wilson, K., & Simons, R. (2002). University students’ perceptions of the
learning environment and academic outcomes: Implications for theory and
practice. Studies in Higher Education, 27(1), 27-52.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03075070120099359

44



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

Llurda, E. (2004). Non-native-speaker teachers and English as an International
Language. In International Journal of Applied Linguistics w (Vol. 14, Number 3).

Marlina, R. (2014). The Pedagogy of English as an International Language (EIL): More
Reflections and Dialogues. In The Pedagogy of English as an International
Language (pp. 1-19). Springer International Publishing.

Marlina, R. (2018). Revisiting the Pedagogy of English as An International Language.
In RELC Journal (Vol. 49, Number 1, pp. 3-8). SAGE Publications Ltd.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0033688218765831

Matsuda, A. (2003). The ownership of English in Japanese secondary schools. In World
Englishes  (Vol. 22, Number  4). https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
971X.2003.00314.x

Matsuda, A. (2012). Teaching Materials in EIL. In L. Alsagoff, S. L. Mckay, G. Hu, &
Renandya Willy A. (Eds.), Principles and Practices for Teaching English as an
International Language (pp. 168-185). Routledge.

McKay, P. (2006). Assessing Young Language Learners. CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
PRESS.

McKay, S. L. (2018). English As an International Language: What It Is and What It
Means For Pedagogy. RELC Journal, 49(1), 9-23.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0033688217738817

McKay, S. L., & Heng, W. B. (2008). English in an Era of Globalization. In E. Hinkel
(Ed.), International English in its Sociolinguistic Contexts: Towards a Socially
Sensitive Pedagogy (pp. 1-26). Routledge.

Merriam-Webster. (2026, May 10). Merriam-Webster Dictionary.
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/pedagogy

Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. M., & Saldafia, J. (2014). Qualitative Data Analysis A
Methods Sourcebook (H. Salmon, K. Perry, K. Koscielak, L. Barrett, QUADS
Prepress (P) Ltd., & A. Hutchinson, Eds.; 3rd ed.). SAGE Publications, Inc.

Nguyen, P. A. (2024). Incorporating English as an International Language in Teaching
Materials: A Case of an EAP Course in Vietnam. International Journal of
Advanced Research in Future Ready Learning and Education, 36(1), 11-24.
https://doi.org/10.37934/frle.36.1.1124

Nisa, A. H., Hasna, H., & Yarni, L. (2023). Persepsi. KOLONI: Jurnal Multidisiplin
[Imu, 2(4), 213-216. https://doi.org/10.31004/koloni.v2i4.568

45



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

Nowacka, M., & Nowacki, A. (2025). English as an International Language at United
World College East Africa: Attitudes to native and outgroup accents: Qualitative
method. Research in Language, 23, 225-255. https://doi.org/10.18778/1731-
7533.23.14

Patil, A. A., & Chaudhari, V. L. (2016). Students’ perception of the educational
environment in medical college: A study based on DREEM questionnaire. Korean
Journal of Medical Education, 28(3), 281-288.
https://doi.org/10.3946/kjme.2016.32

Rahmat, H., & Fauzi, W. H. (2022). PENGENALANPEMBELAJARAN BAHASA
INGGRIS DASAR UNTUK ANAK-ANAK DI MASA PANDEMICOVID-19.
Transformasi: Jurnal Pengabdian Masyarakat, 18(1), 154-165.

Ratri, D. P., Rachmajanti, S., Anugerahwati, M., Laksmi, E. D., & Gozali, A. (2025).
Fostering cultural competence: developing an English syllabus for young learners
in the Indonesian EFL context with emphasis on local culture to maintain students’
identity. Cogent Education, 12(1), 1.
https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2024.2440177

Renandya, W. A. (2012). Teacher roles in Eil. The European Journal of Applied
Linguistics and TEFL, 1(2), 65-80.

Riyadi, A. A., Sari, S., Hasanah, H., & Nurjaman, I. (2024). Analysis of the Application
of Storytelling and Flashcards in Early Childhood English Learning. Jurnal limu
Sosial Dan Pendidikan (JISIP), 8(3), 2081-2088.
https://doi.org/10.58258/jisip.v7il.7229/http

Sato, M., & Storch, N. (2022). Context matters: Learner beliefs and interactional
behaviors in an EFL vs. ESL context. Language Teaching Research, 26(5), 919-
942. https://doi.org/10.1177/1362168820923582

Scott, W., & Ytreberg, L. (2004). Teaching English to Children.

Shah, R. K. (2021). Conceptualizing and Defining Pedagogy. IOSR Journal of Research
& Method in Education (IOSR-JRME), 11(1 Ser. 11), 6-29.
https://doi.org/10.9790/7388-1101020629

Shin, J. K., & Crandall, J. A. (2014). Teaching Young Learners English: From Theory
to Practice (1st ed.). National Geographic Learning.

Sifakis, N. C. (2004). Teaching EIL-teaching international or intercultural english? What
teachers should know. System, 32(2), 237-250.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2003.09.010

46



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

Simanjuntak, S. A., & Lien, H.-N. (2021). Controversies and Possibilities of Teaching
and Learning EIL Approach: A Case Study in Indonesia. International Journal of
Languages, Literature and Linguistics, 7(1), 5-17.
https://doi.org/10.18178/ijl11.2021.7.1.279

Singh, F., Saini, M., Kumar, A., Ramakrishna, S., & Debnath, M. (2022). Perspective of
educational environment on students’ perception of teaching and learning.
Learning Environments Research, 26(2), 337-359.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10984-022-09428-8

Stakanova, E., & Tolstikhina, E. (2014). Different Approaches to Teaching English as a
Foreign Language to Young Learners. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences,
146, 456-460. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.08.154

Suwoto, N. A. R. D. (2021). Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran Anak Usia dini. Jurnal
Warna : Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran Anak Usia dini, 06(1), 8-14.
https://doi.org/10.24903/jw.v4i2.585

Tajeddin, Z., Atai, M. R., & Pashmforoosh, R. (2020). Beliefs about English as an
International Language (EIL): voices from Persian-speaking English teachers.
Pedagogies, 15(2), 127-145. https://doi.org/10.1080/1554480X.2019.1684923

Tauchid, A., Saleh, M., Hartono, R., & Mujiyanto, J. (2022). English as an international language
(EIL) views in Indonesia and Japan: A survey research. Heliyon, 8(10), e10785.
https://doi.org/10.1016/J.HELI'YON.2022.E10785

Tsatzali, K., & Beazidou, E. (2023). Suggested Practices for Developing Intercultural
Communication Competences in Early English Language Lessons Based on a
Systematic Literature Review. European Journal of Education and Pedagogy,
4(3), 1-9. https://doi.org/10.24018/ejedu.2023.4.3.665

Turner, J., Christensen, A., & Meyer, D. K. (2008). TEACHERS " BELIEFS ABOUT
STUDENT  LEARNING  AND  MOTIVATION. - Springer  Nature.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-0-387-73317-3_23

Vodopija-Krstanovié, 1., & Marinac, M. (2019). English as an International Language
and English Language Teaching: The Theory vs. Practice Divide. In Iranian
Journal of Language Teaching Research (Vol. 7, Number 2).
http://ijltr.urmia.ac.ir

Wourarah, M. (2022). IMPLIKASI PRIOR KNOWLEDGE, PERSEPSI SISWA PADA
KEMAMPUAN GURU DAN KEBIASAAN BELAJAR SISWA TERHADAP HASIL
BELAJAR BIOLOGI (Studi Kasus Pada Siswa SMA Negeri di Kota Manado).
Bintang Semesta Media.

47



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

Yamin, Moh., & Purwati, O. (2021). Enhancing Innovative Pedagogy in Teaching
English As an International Language for Indonesian Learners. English Teaching
Journal : A Journal of English Literature, Language and Education, 9(2), 101.

https://doi.org/10.25273/etj.v9i2.10117

48



201910100311034
Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

RESULT OF PLAGIARISM

FAKULTAS PENDIDIKAN SAINS DAN HUMANIORA

PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS
english.umm.ac.id | b.inggris@umm.ac.id

e LEMBAR HASIL CEK PLAGIASI
7” ” Koordinator Plagiasi Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris FKIP UMM menyatakan bahwa:
A I ‘Nama : Syanilda Pramuda Wardani
‘NIM :201910100311034
ﬂv-«-.,;‘ Telah melakukan uji kesamaan Karya Iimiah dalam bentuk Tugas Akhir (Skripsi) dengan hasil sebagai

UMMPAST]  berikut

\ -;;/ Bagian Skripsi (CHAPTER) Prosentase Hasil Kesamaan
CHAPTER 1 Introduction 4%
CHAPTER 1I Review of Related Literature 0%
CHAPTER 111 Research Method 5%
CHAPTER IV Findings and Discussion 5%
CHAPTER V Conclusion and Suggestions 15%

Berdasarkan prosentase hasil uji kesamaan, dapat disimpulkan bahwa hasil deteksi plagiasi telah
memenuhi syarat dan ketentuan yang telah diatur pada Peraturan Rektor No. 2 Tahun 2017.

Malang, 17 Juni 2026 Koordinator

-
Dvar s
Kampus | Kampus Il Kampus 1
I STARS Ji Bandung 1 Malang Jawa Timur JI Bendungan Sutami No 188 Malang. Jawa Timur JI Raya Tn/,Y&m No 246 Malang Jawa Timur
P +62 341 551 253 (Hunting) P +62 341 551 149 (Hunting) P +62 341 464 318 (Huntng)
~ - F +62 341460 435 F +82 341 582 060 F +62 341 460 435

E webmaster@umm ac

”



