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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 The introductory chapter presents the background of study, statement of the 

problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms.  

1.1 Background of The Study 

People have been quite familiar with works of art in their daily life. They can be 

painting, architecture, music or literature. Literature is interesting and useful thing to 

study.  

Literature springs from one inborn love of telling story, of arranging words in 

pleasing pattern, of expressing in words some special aspect of human experience. It 

is usually set down in printed characters for people to read. It means that literature 

was born from the deepest heart of human beings who are always imagining beauty. 

While Valery in Koesnobroto’s book about The Anatomy of Prose Fiction (1988) said 

that literature is a kind of extension and application of certain properties of language.  

Generally, literature consists of short stories, poems, drama, and other individual 

written works, whether they are fiction or non fiction. Literature is derived from 

human being’s life, it may contain of human problems, feelings, attitudes, or even 

personal experience. Poetry, prose, drama, and fiction are the forms of literature. 

Fiction is very close with human life (www.wikipedia.com:April 10, 2011). Further, 

fiction is a prose narrative in which situations and character are invented by the 
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writer. Some aspects of a fictional work may be based on fact or experience 

(Macmillan, 1984:735). 

Literary work as drama, short story, or novel is good to increase and enrich the 

reader’s insight. The advantages of reading literary works are expanding our 

imagination and give us an enjoyment understanding of life because literature talks 

about human life. According to Francis Connoly (1955:1) in Koesnosoebroto the 

reason for reading literature is because of hunger of information, or amusement, or 

solace, because of an appetite for truth that seem to grow by what it feeds on. So 

through reading literature, one may expect to enlarge and to discipline both the 

imagination and the emotions, to increase the understanding of human problems and 

characters, and to gain aesthetic satisfaction through a participation in the ordered 

experience which the artist present. While Meyer (1990:5) argues that the important 

values of literature are that it nourishes reader’s emotional lives.  

Drama is a literary work which involves a part of written script for actors and 

actresses to be performed (www.wikipedia.com:April 15, 2011). Further “Drama is a 

play performed before an audience by actors and actresses on a stage” Macmillan 

(1984:734). Furthermore, drama develops every period. One of the development 

drama which have great influence to the public interest is film (Schmidt, Bogarad, 

and Crockett, 2006). Film is a form of entertainment that makes a story by sound and 

sequence of images giving the illusion of continuous movement. 

(www.wikipedia.com: April 15, 2011). 
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Kennedy (1983:815) said that new media such as film has brought profound 

change to the dramatic production. He also said that a traditional definition has been 

“an illusion of life”. So by watching film the reader can get an entertainment.  

The film is chosen as the subject of the thesis for some reasons. First, film gives 

people real entertainment whether from the act that includes a lot of talented artists or 

from the background of the story look amazing. Second, mysteries and dramatic 

conflicts that stated in it usually lead people to think what should happen in the last. 

Third, film gives us interesting scenarios, such as, life style, crime, state, beach, 

building, and also mountain, the last every creative film writer will give them a 

different story that is always excited to see.  

In this study, “The Tourist” film directed by Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck 

is a 2010 thriller/romance film starring Angelina Jolie (Ellise Clifton – Ward) and 

Johny Depp (Alexander Pearce/Frank Tupelo). There are some reasons why the 

writer chooses Alexander Pearce’s Corruption in “The Tourist” film to be analyzed. 

First, this film tells many problems that made by Alexander Pearce, the main 

antagonist character. In this case, he is an accountant for big mafia Reginald Shaw 

and he corrupts his money. Beside, Alexander Pearce’s face is unknown and it can be 

difficult to the police that want to catches him. Second, there are a lot of tactics and 

tricks showed here and make the readers guessing the plot that happened in this film. 

The last, corruption is interesting to be analyzed because there are many corruptors in 

this world or even around us. So through analyzing it, the readers can know the 
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characteristics of corruptor, the reason of being corruptors, and the effect of 

corruption. 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

1. What is corrupted by Alexander Pearce in Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck’s 

Film “The Tourist“? 

2. Why does Alexander Pearce corrupt in Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck’s 

Film “The Tourist“? 

3. What is the effect of Alexander Pearce corruption on his wife in Florian Henckel 

von Donnersmarck’s Film “The Tourist“? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To find out what corrupted by Alexander Pearce in Florian Henckel von 

Donnersmarck’s Film “The Tourist“. 

2. To describe why Alexander Pearce corrupt in Florian Henckel von 

Donnersmarck’s Film “The Tourist“. 

3. To explain what the effect of Alexander Pearce corruption on his wife in Florian 

Henckel von Donnersmarck’s Film “The Tourist“. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

Every kinds of study has own significance. From this study, the writer hopes that 

this study will bring some significance for English Department Students. First of all, 

it is hoped this study will able to help the readers in analyzing literature especially 
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film and it will make them more critical in learning human behavior. Second, this 

study will provide description of how important the knowledge about human 

characters especially corruptor that nowadays this is a famous case in our country. 

Third, this study will give students in the teaching learning know about differences 

formal and informal language that use in the film.  

Besides, the writer hopes this study will support the readers to make further 

research about literature by using different cases. The writer also hopes this story can 

give contribution for the development of the theory of the literature. This study can 

also be used to enrich knowledge and the readers who interested in literature.  

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Since the writer wants to analyze this film, the scope of this study would be 

covering in what corrupted done by Alexander Pearce, why Alexander Pearce 

corrupt, and what the effect of Alexander Pearce corruption on his wife. In addition, 

the limitation of this study is focus on Alexander Pearce the main character of “The 

Tourist“film.  
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1.6 Definition of key Terms 

In this study the writer wants to give of key terms in order to avoid readers 

misunderstanding. 

1. Corruption is acceptance of an advantage directly or indirectly given, whether 

for oneself or behalf of another that is not right authority. (O.C Kaligis & 

Associates, 2003: 16) 

2. Alexander Pearce is the main character of the film. 

3. Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck is the author of “The Tourist” a film 

being discussed. 

4. Film 

Film is a form of entertainment that makes a story by sound and sequence of 

images giving the illusion of continuous movement (www.wikipedia.com: 

April 15 2011). So, film is a set of moving pictures which is shown on 

television or at the cinema. 

5. The Tourist is the title of the film being discussed. 


