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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses background of the study, statement of problems, purposes 

of the study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of study 

       English is the first international language in this world. In some countries, 

English is used as a second language but in some developing countries English is 

used as a foreign language. Nowadays, many people from different nations learn 

English. They want to be able to speak and write English well. In this global era, 

people need English to communicate with people around the world. Not only adult 

learners who want to learn English but also young learners. In Indonesia for example, 

English has been taught from the early age.  

English is considered as a local content subject. The Decree of Ministry of 

Education and Culture (RI/No. 0487/4/1992, Chapter VIII) states that an elementary 

school can include extra lessons in its curriculum as long as they are not in 

contradiction with the objectives of national education. It means that the government 

has allowed English to be taught at the first year of elementary school students. 

English is introduced to the kindergarten children in order to make the children are 

familiar with English (Sabilah, 2004:14). 

Students who study in elementary school are called young learners. Based on 

Philip (1993:5), young learners are children who study from the first year of formal 
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schooling (five or six years old) to eleven or twelve years of age. Young learners are 

not little adult. They have different needs, interest, and abilities from adult learners. 

Then, Brown (2000:3) says that children are better language learner than adults. In 

learning language, children are better in morphology and phonology. 

Teaching English to young learners is different from teaching English to adult 

learners. Teaching English to children is not easy because they are still beginners. 

Before teaching, teacher should know about the characteristics of young learners. It 

will help teacher to understand the children world. Some characteristics of young 

learners are children are easy to get bored, they have a short attention and 

concentration, they learn by doing, they talk about anything, they ask question all the 

time, etc. So, teacher has to create fun activities to make children enjoy the lesson. 

There are at least four skills that must be taught to children. The skills are 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. Teacher needs some techniques for teaching 

English skills to young learners. According to Brown (2000:171),”Technique is any 

of a wide variety of exercises, activities, or devices, used in language classroom for 

realizing lesson objectives”. It can be said that technique is the way how the teacher 

delivers the material to students to reach the learning goal. Technique will determine 

whether the teaching learning process succeeds or not. 

There are many kinds of teaching techniques used to teach English for young 

learners more fun and easy. Kasbolah (1999:7) mentions kinds of technique that can 

be used in teaching children such as songs and chants, games, storytelling, reading 

book, play, puzzle, portfolio, arts and crafts. Furthermore, Sabilah (2004:210) 
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proposed other activities to teach children. For example, in teaching listening, teacher 

can use listen and repeat, listen and do, draw and color, listen and identify, see 

differences, instruction, put up your hand, moving about and mime stories. In 

teaching speaking, teacher can use presenting language orally, guided practice, 

dialogue and role play as the techniques. For reading activities, teacher can apply 

several techniques for example look and say, simple reading tasks, and simple stories. 

For writing activities, the techniques are controlled writing, writing based on text and 

writing based on picture. Teacher must decide the appropriate teaching technique 

used during English class activities. The suitable teaching technique for students will 

make their world full of fun. 

Previous research was done by Sri Utami Dewi (2008) in SD Islam Al-

Munawwaroh Pamekasan. She observed the techniques used by the teacher in 

teaching English to fifth grade students. The result of the study was that the teacher 

applied seven techniques; they are storytelling, song, game, dialogue, drama, 

dictation, and question and answer. 

Another research was conducted by Qaffyan Mardin (2009) and he found some 

techniques used in teaching English to fifth and sixth grade of elementary students. 

Based on the observation, Mardin found eleven kinds of teaching techniques used by 

the English Department students in EYL program. They were song, question and 

answer, dialogue, reading aloud, demonstration, mime story, role play, game, writing 

a diary, pair work, and writing poster. The students were very enthusiastic in joining 

the lesson. 
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In this study, the writer is going to analyze the teaching techniques used by the 

English teacher and techniques’ implementation in teaching English to third grade of 

primary students of Raffles International School Balikpapan. Raffles International 

School is a truly international school with Australian based curriculum or IB 

Curriculum. Most of the learning activities are applying in the real situation 

(http://raffles.sekolah.ws/). The teaching technique used in international school is 

adjusted based on its curriculum.  

The writer for further wants to know kinds of teaching techniques used in 

international school. The teaching techniques from international school might be able 

to be adopted in national school. Moreover, the writer is going to investigate the 

techniques from local English teacher who teaches third grade primary students. The 

writer selects third grade because there is a transition from home room teacher to 

subject teacher. In the lower level, home room teachers consist of two teachers, so the 

teachers in this class combine their techniques into one technique in teaching English. 

Considering this condition, therefore, it is necessary to conduct the research 

about teaching techniques in teaching English to young learners. It is because 

teaching techniques have important role in determining the successfully of teaching. 
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1.2 Statement of Problems 

Based on the background above, the writer formulates the problems, as follows: 

a. What are the teaching techniques used by the English teacher in teaching 

third grade students of Raffles International School in Balikpapan? 

b. How does the teacher implement the techniques in teaching English to 

third grade students? 

 

1.3 Purposes of Study 

The purposes of the study are: 

a. To know the teaching techniques that are used by the English teacher in 

teaching third grade students. 

b. To describe the implementation of teaching techniques that used by the 

teacher of English in teaching third grade students. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

Practically, this study will give contributions about teaching technique in 

teaching English to young learners to some readers. The result of the study, 

hopefully, can be adopted in national or national plus schools. 

Besides, the result of this study can be used for English Department students 

who want to get the information about teaching techniques. It is expected to give 

improvement on students’ creativity and competence to be a good teacher for young 

learners.  
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Also, the result of this study can be used for English teachers who teach 

elementary level. The teachers are able to choose the appropriate technique to make 

the class fun and alive.  

Theoretically, the result of this study can be used as a reference for the next 

researcher. This study is expected to increase and enlarge the researcher’s 

understanding about teaching techniques used in teaching young learners. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the techniques used by English teacher who teach in 

Raffles International School Balikpapan. This study is only limited at the technique 

used by local English teacher who teach third grade students.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

There are some key terms that must be defined to avoid misunderstanding. They 

are as follows: 

1. Technique is any of a wide variety of exercises, activities, or devices, used in 

language classroom for realizing lesson objectives (Brown, 2000:171). It 

means that technique is the way how the teacher delivers the material through 

the classroom activities in order to reach the learning goal. 

2. Third grade students are children around eight to nine years old who study at 

the primary school. 
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3. Young learners are children from the first year of formal schooling (five or six 

years old) to eleven or twelve years of age (Philip, 1993:5). 

4. Raffles International School is an international school in Balikpapan with 

Australian based curriculum or International IB Curriculum 

(http://raffles.sekolah.ws/). 
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