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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter focuses on some discussions about Background of Study, 

Statement of Problems, Purpose of Study, Significance of Study, Scope and 

Limitation, and Definition of Key Terms.   

 

1.1 Background of Study 

 Language is a very important thing for human. In fact, as a social creature, 

whenever and wherever human go, they will interact each others. In this activity, 

human need language to communicate with others or to express their feeling, idea, 

emotion, thinking etc. As Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary in Alwasilah states, 

“Language is a systematic means of communicating ideas or feeling by the use of 

conventionalized signs, sounds, gestures, or marks having understood meanings” 

(1985: 3). Besides, Wardhaugh also states, “Language is what the members of a 

particular society speak” (1986: 1). In other words, language has an important role for 

human life. 

 As an important thing for human, beside the function of language for 

establishing social relationship above, another aspect of language behavior that is 

very important based on social point of view is the role of language that can convey 

the information about the speaker. As Trudgill, states,” These two aspects of language 

behavior are very important from a social point of view: first, the function of 

language in establishing social relationship; and, second, the role played by language 



 
 

2

in conveying information about the speaker” (1983: 14). In this case, the information 

about speaker relates to their social economics, geographic, caste or ethnicity, 

profession, education, environment and religion. For example, people who have high 

education will use language that differs from low-educated people. Moreover, 

Javanese people have different language from Balinese people. Besides, people who 

live in the city have language that differs from people who live in the village. Then, 

people who work as a teacher have different characteristics with a carpenter. In 

additions, people who live in the coastal area will has different language from people 

who live in the mountain etc.  

Meanwhile, all of the characteristics and the relationship between language 

and society will be described in sociolinguistics. Sociolinguistics is a study of 

language and its function in the society and the relationship both of them.  According 

to Coupland and Jaworski, “Sociolinguistics is the study of language in its social 

contexts and the study of social life through linguistics”(1997: 1). Besides, 

sociolinguistics also discusses about language variation in the society that one of 

them is about registers. 

In this case, register is one of the language variations based on the profession, 

which is used by a community of people for specific and certain situation or place. 

For example, teachers have specific terms that differ from specific terms used by 

doctors. Besides, technicians have specific terms that differ from specific terms used 

by pilots. According to Trudgill (1983: 101):  

Linguistic varieties that are linked… to occupations, professions or topics 
have been termed registers. The register of law, for example, is different from 
the register of medicine, which in turn is different from the language of 



 
 

3

engineering —and so on. Registers are usually characterized solely by 
vocabulary differences: either by the use of particular words, or by the use of 
words in a particular sense….Register are simply a rather special case of a 
particular kind of language being produced by the social situation. Many other 
factors connected with the situation in which language is being used,… 
occupation, will also have a linguistic effect. 

Based on the example above, all of people who have different occupation also 

will have specific language or terms in their own community. For example, teacher, 

doctor, pilot, soldier, police, fisherman, bricklayer, carpenter and so on. Meanwhile, 

fishermen whose job is to catch the fish in the sea also have specific terms for 

communicate with their community. They use that specific terms when they work in 

the sea or join with their community. Indeed, their community can only understand 

that language terms.  For example, Mayangan fishermen are not only used the 

registers when they catch the fish in the sea, but also when they process and trade the 

fish. Meanwhile, whenever and wherever condition or situation in which register is 

used by the community for communicate is called as social context. Besides, the 

specific terms that they used is called as registers. In adddition, Mayangan fishermen 

in Probolinggo is the one of fishermen community who use registers in their 

communication.  

Mayangan is the name of area that is majority lived by fishermen or other 

workers. This area is not far from harbor where they catch fish. “Mayangan” comes 

from “Majeng” or “Majengan” word that means catching the fish. Besides, 

“Mayangan” also becomes the one of sub district’s names in Probolinggo. In this 

area, almost all of people whose job as fishermen use Madurese as their daily 
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language. Because of their job and the name of area where they live, so they called as 

“reng Majengan” or Mayangan people. 

Meanwhile, “Mayangan fishermen” or more famous as “reng Majengan” are 

the majority people who live in Mayangan area in Probolinggo. However, most of 

them also live in some areas around Probolinggo. Besides, Mayangan fishermen 

usually catch the fish in the harbor that is not far from Mayangan area. Besides 

catching the fish, they also process the fish that they got and trade the fish around the 

harbor. In catching, processing and trading the fish, they have specific terms that are 

used to communicate and interact with their community.   

In this study, the writer is interested to analyze the registers used by fishermen 

especially Mayangan fishermen in Probolinggo. In this case, Mayangan fishermen 

use specific terms or registers when they join on their community or do their 

activities.  Because of that reason, the writer analyzes this registers because the writer 

wants to know about the registers used by Mayangan fishermen in Probolinggo and in 

what social context, they use those registers. Besides, the writer also wants to find out 

the reasons that make Mayangan fishermen use those registers. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

 Considering the background of the study stated above, the problems of this 

study are formulated in the following part: 

1. What are registers used by Mayangan fishermen in Probolinggo? 

2. What are social contexts do the fishermen use those registers? 

3. What are the reasons that make Mayangan fishermen use those registers? 
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1.3 Purpose of Study 

 The writer states the purpose of this study in order to achieve a good result. 

The purposes of this study are: 

1. To describe the registers of language used by Mayangan fishermen in 

Probolinggo 

2. To know the social contexts in which Mayangan fishermen use those registers 

3. To find out the reasons that make Mayangan fishermen use those registers 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

 This section explains about the importance of this study. In writing this study, 

the writer hopes the expected result. Besides, the writer also expects that this study 

will be able to give many advantages and more knowledge about the register. In this 

case, this study can give advantage such as: 

1. For students, this study can give additional sources and information for studying 

sociolinguistics especially about registers. Besides, this study can be the 

motivation for doing the next research about registers in others field.  

2. For lecturers, this study can give additional references for teaching 

sociolinguistics especially related with language variation in society. 

3. For the reader generally, can give the additional information about registers used 

by fishermen especially Mayangan fishermen in Probolinggo. 

4. For the writer, this study can give the new knowledge about registers used by 

Mayangan fishermen related with the research that she does. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

In conducting this study, the writer discusses about sociolinguistics that is 

about the registers used by fishermen. Meanwhile, the writer focuses on registers 

used by Mayangan fishermen in Probolinggo. In this case, the writer finds out the 

registers used by them based on what they say and what they do. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 In order to understand and to avoid misunderstanding on the concepts of this 

study, the writer gives short explanation of essential terms, as follow: 

1. An analysis  :study of something by examining its parts (Oxford  

 Learner’s Pocket Dictionary, 2003: 13).  

2. Register  :linguistic varieties that are linked… to occupations,     

professions or topics (Trudgill 1983: 101). 

3. Mayangan :the name of area that is majority lived by Mayangan 

fishermen.  

Mayangan word comes from “Majeng” or “Majengan” that 

means person who are looking for fish. Besides, Mayangan 

also becomes the one of sub district’s names in Probolinggo.  

4. Fishermen :(the plural form of fisherman) some person who catch the 

fish, as a job or as a sport (Oxford Learner’s Pocket 

Dictionary, 2003:161). 

5. Probolinggo :a small city that is located in east Java. The majority of people 

communicate with Madurese as their daily communication 
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and the minority of people communicates with Javanese or 

other language in their daily communication. 

6.  Social context :the situations or purposes in which the same speaker will use 

different linguistic varieties. Registers are simply a rather 

special case of a particular kind of language being produced 

by the social situation (Trudgill, 1974: 100-101). 

  

 


