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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 Background of the study 

 

 Nowadays, the existence of English is important. It can be seen from the 

usage of English in every level of education, from the early level to the highest 

level. The early level, especially at the Elementary school, the teaching of English 

has been begun since 10 years ago. The use of English subject at elementary 

school stated on the Education and Culture ordinate  (R.I/No0487/4/1992, 

Chapter VIII) that an elementary school may include extra lessons in its 

curriculum as long as they are not contradiction with the objectives of National 

Education. It is followed by Decree of Ministry of Education and Culture (No. 

060/U/1993, 25 February 1993) about the possibility of the usage of English 

subject, and it can be started from 4
th

 grade of elementary school. 

 Teaching English in elementary schools covers four skills namely 

reading, speaking, listening, and writing. Each of which has to be mastered by the 

students. Language is complex and specialized skill, so we should not just teach 

the student with telling and reading. Given said that “Basic language develops 

naturally and spontaneously in every individual without conscious effort or formal 

instruction (2002. p.65)”. So the teacher should teach English naturally and 

spontaneously because English is language, not exact science. 
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 An English teacher plays a very important role to enable students enjoy 

in learning English especially young learners. It is the time to set up the mind-set 

that English is a piece of cake and Fun. Benson (2001:172) thought that 

“teacher’s role is to set up dialogues in which learners re-organize their states of 

knowledge; that learners already know a great deal to have the ability to 

refashion that knowledge.  

 Young learners have their own characteristics such as emotional, social, 

cognitive, physical, and reflective. According to Tongue and Moon (p. 4. 1991) 

“The child’s interest and need were paramount. This led to a concern for the 

education of the whole child, including his/her moral, physical, emotional and 

intellectual growth”. In this context, the teachers of elementary school have to 

raise student‟s interest in learning English to increase student‟s achievement. 

 The student‟s achievement can be increased depend on how well they 

absorb the information. When the teacher explains the information, there is no 

guarantee that the student can absorb the information well. According to Rose and 

Malcolm Jonicholl in their book accelerated learning for 21
st
 Century (1997), 

“Learning maps” are dynamic way to capture significant points of information”. 

Learning maps have same function with our brain, each branches connect each 

other which works simultaneously. 

  “Mind Mapping” is the creation of Buzan 1950, the memory expert. Our 

mind is naturally work-centered. It will be understood easily when the topic in the 

centre with related ideas branching out in all directions. “Mind Map” is important 

and effective asset in learning a language (Buzan 1950). Topic-centered learning 
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is a concept familiar to most primary teacher in the UK (Moon & Tongue 

1991:18) 

  A Research by Robert Ornstein and others in Colin Rose and Malcolm 

Joonicoll has shown that the process of thinking is a complex combination of 

words, pictures, scenarios, colors, and event sound and music. In “Learning 

Maps” the indicators of the process of thinking are presented. There are 

combination among words, pictures, scenarios, and colors when presenting the 

lessons or information, so it is closely approximates the natural operation of 

thinking.  

  In addition, from the previous research which was done by Gonough, 

Keren; Woods, Robin (2002), it shows that student perceived “Mind Mapping” as 

an entertaining and interesting approach and thought that “Mind Mapping” 

enhanced their learning most student preferred “Mind Mapping”, and some 

preferred group “Mind Mapping”. The teacher enjoyed using “Mind Mapping” 

and thought that it fostered student motivation in learning.  

  Based on the experience of the teacher around the world who gave 

comment to certain article related “Mind Maps”, it is one of ideal way to teach 

language. They said that “it is easy to use and the students enjoy working with 

them, adding pictures and color” words that are grouped together are easier to 

remember. Also, the brainstorm is a favorite memory jogger for group meetings, 

"unblocking" writers. 

  “Mind Maps” will help the students absorb the information fast and 

triggering their memory. Based on that explanation above, the writer takes the 
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effectiveness of “Mind Mapping” in teaching to improve student‟s achivement of 

English at SDN 1 Sumberaanyar Probolinggo as the focus of this study.  

1.2 Statement of Problem 

 On the basis of the background of the study, the problem can be 

formulated as follows:  

2. 1.1 Does the use of “Mind Mapping” in the teaching improve student‟s 

achievement of English at SDN 1 SUMBERANYAR PROBOLINGGO?  

2. 1.2 What are the student‟s learning influenced by teaching English used 

“Mind Mapping”? 

1.3 Hypotheses                                                                                                                                                         

 Related to the statement of the problem, the hypotheses of the study are: 

1.3.1 The use of “Mind Mapping” improves students‟ achievement at SDN 1 

SUMBERANYAR PROBOLINGGO 

1.3.2 The use of “Mind Mapping” does not improve students‟ achievement at 

SDN 1 SUMBERANYAR PROBOLINGGO 

1.4 Purpose of the Study 

 Based on the problems mentioned above, the purposes of the study are: 

 To know whether the “Mind Maps” in the teaching improves student‟s 

achievement of English at SDN 1 SUMBERANYAR PROBOLINGGO 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

 Significance of the study is the purposes and importance of the study 

(Jimmy Wales, Wikipedia: 18.43). The writer expects the result of the study will 

be useful for: 
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1. Giving input such as reference dealing with theory of “Mind Map” as 

strategy in teaching to English Department students as prospective teacher.  

2. English teachers at SDN 1 SUMBERANYAR in teaching English. It is 

hoped that the result of this study can give some contributions to the 

English teacher as effective ways in teaching English, especially young 

learners. 

3. Reader who wants to conduct similar research. It can give contribution as 

primary data for their research.  

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is about ““Mind Mapping” in teaching. It is 

limited for 4
th

 grade students of SDN 1 SUMBERANYAR PROBOLINGGO. 

1.7 Definition of the Key Terms 

 In order to avoid misunderstanding, some of key terms are defined as 

follows:  

1.7.1  “Mind Mapping” is a note-taking technique, has become very popular 

among students among the last view years. Originally created by Michael 

Gelb, the method has been popularized by Tony Buzan, who called these 

structure „Mind Maps‟ and registered the name (in Dryden, Gordon. 

1998:157). In this thesis, “Mind Mapping” is used as teaching strategy in 

teaching elementary school. The teacher teaches with centered-topic 

learning with related ideas branching out in all directions. For example, 

transportation, family, tool, etc. it also includes picture, shape, and color.  

1.7.2 Teaching is an activity that tries to help someone acquire, change or 

develop skill, attitude dealing with the appreciation and knowledge. (Allen 

,1972) 

1.7.3 Student’s Achievement is the student‟s score which is achieved in the end 

of learning process.  


