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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses some topics related to the background of the study, 

statement of the problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follow:  

 

1.1 Background of the study 

Learning is a basic process for people. By learning, people can change their 

future. According to Cronbach in Sardiman (2004:20) “Learning is shown by a 

change in behavior as a result of experience”. Learning English as a foreign language 

becomes popular way to study science and technology, because the fact shows that 

most scientific books or information are written in English. English has become the 

official language.   

Learning English consists of four English functional skills, they are speaking, 

reading, writing, and listening. To learn English well students need to improve their 

motivation. It can help students enjoy learning English. Therefore, motivation is an 

important aspect in teaching and learning process. By having good motivation in 

learning English students will be easy to do their activities in the classroom to access 

and transfer information. 

Motivation is the crucial element in learning process. Every student needs it to 

motor her/his self and to achieve the goal of learning. According to Parsons et al 

(2001:284) “Motivation is the force that energizes and directs a behavior towards a 

goal”. If the students have motivation of course they can join the class easily and get 
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material from the lecturer in learning process. Besides, Adelman and Taylor (1983) 

stated simply: 

If a student is motivated to learn something, (s) he often can do much more 

than any one would have predicted was possible. Conversely, if student is not 

particularly in learning something: the result of learning may not even be 

close to capability. 

Based on the statement above, motivation is considered as a tool to move our 

desire to do certain activities in order to achieve the direction and the writer assumed 

that learning English is language learning that needs motivation, both intrinsic and 

extrinsic. 

Motivation has big influence toward students’ learning process. It is an energy 

that supports the students to do their activities well and it results a good behavior of 

the students in classroom. Therefore, Callahan and Clark (1988:136) stated that “One 

of the primary concerns in classroom management is motivation”. Motivation has an 

important role to make the students interest and enthusiastic in learning process. Gage 

and Berliner (1984: 379) stated that “The higher achieving students had higher 

motivation to achieve and lower motivation to affiliate. The under achieving students 

did not accept school and parental standards of achievement as well but valued 

popularity with their peers to a greater degree”. While according to Parsons et al 

(2001:295) “studies have shown that students with high achievement motivation 

generally earn better grades in high school and cottage”. The students who have high 

motivation will get high score or achievement. Generally, motivation is something 

positive that arouses inside an individual. By having a good motivation, one can reach 

a better future. In addition, students who have a good motivation in learning English 

will access and transfer the knowledge in an easy way. 
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English is one of subjects taught at school in Indonesia. Students can learn 

English from kindergarten until University. It is learned by them not only in public 

and primary school but also in Pesantren area. Anshori in his thesis (2006) stated that 

“Pondok Pesantren is a place where people study about religion and knowledge”. MA 

Miftahul Ulum is one of Pondok Pesantren which is located in Sumenep. In this 

school, the teachers give more attention to the Islamic subject (kitab) than other 

subjects. The teachers hope their students become Islamic generation in the future. 

Automatically, it can influence the students’ motivation in learning other subjects 

especially English subject.   

Based on the explanation above, the writer can conclude that motivation is 

something that is really important to be discussed and motivating students is a hard 

work to do because it is very complicated. In this study, the writer is interested in 

discussing the students’ motivation in learning English at Pondok Pesantren, because 

it is a school which pays more attention in learning Islamic subject, but the students 

also should study English subject. 

 

1.2 Statement of the problem 

1. How is the second year students’ motivation in learning English at MA Miftahul 

Ulum Pondok Pesantren Sumenep? 

2. What is the second year students’ dominant motivation in learning English at MA 

Miftahul Ulum Pondok Pesantren Sumenep? 

 

 



4 

 

1.3 Purpose of the study 

1. To find out the second year students’ motivation in learning English at MA 

Miftahul Ulum Pondok Pesantren Sumenep. 

2. To describe the second year students’ dominant motivation in learning English at 

MA Miftahul Ulum Pondok Pesantren Sumenep. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study  

The finding of the study is expected to give the readers more information 

about the second year students’ motivation in learning English at MA Miftahul Ulum 

Pondok Pesantren Sumenep. This study will give important contribution for the 

teacher and students. For the teacher, this study is hoped to give them knowledge 

about motivation as their guidance to have better skill to motivate the students in 

learning English. For students, this study will open their mind about the importance 

of motivation in order to improve their motivation in learning English. Besides, the 

writer hopes that this writing will be viewed and good source for the next readers. 

 

1.5 Scope and limitation 

This study is focused on the students’ motivation and the most dominant 

motivation in learning English. The writer limits this study on the second year 

students at MA Miftahul Ulum Pondok Pesantren Sumenep. Because, they will 

prepare to face national examination in the third class.  

 

 



5 

 

1.6 Definition of the key terms 

To avoid misunderstanding, the key terms of this study are defined as follows: 

Learning is to observe, to read, to imitate, to try something themselves, to listen, to 

follow direction (Geoch in Sardiman, 2004: 20). In this study, learning English is the 

process of acquiring or getting knowledge of English subject by observing, reading, 

imitating, listening, etc. 

Motivation is an internal state that arouses, directs, and maintains behavior (Wollfolk, 

2004: 388). It focuses on how and why people initiate actions directed toward 

specific goals, how intensively they are involved in the activity, how persistent they 

are in their attempt to reach these goals, and what they are thinking and feeling along 

the way.   

Extrinsic motivation involves external incentives such as rewards and punishments 

(Santrock, 2001: 397). It exists because of external outcome that makes individual 

has desire to accomplish the activity or task. 

Intrinsic motivation is based on internal factors such as self-determination, curiosity, 

challenge, and effort (Santrock, 2001: 397). It exists when an individual works simply 

because of an inner desire to accomplish a task successfully. 

Pondok Pesantern is a place where people study about religion and knowledge 

(Anshori, 2006). It emphasizes to the Islamic subject (kitab) than other subjects. 

MA Miftahul Ulum is one of Pondok Pesantren which is located in Sumenep. 

 

 


