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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the introduction of the research, which covers: 

background of the study, statement of the problems, purpose of the study, 

significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background the of Study 

Language is important. By using language, people can communicate with 

others. There are many languages in the world. One of them is English. English is an 

international language. Most countries in the world use English as their mother 

tongue or second language. It means that it is used for communication among people 

or countries in the world. Since many people use English, it is important to learn this 

language. One of significant components in learning English is grammar. Grammar is 

very important in learning English as a foreign language. If people learn English, they 

have to understand its grammar.  

According to Hall (1993), English grammar is technical description of 

language. It means that grammar is a set of rules by which people speak and write. 

Learners have to master a language grammar first before they are able to use the 

language. 

There are some aspects of grammar, one of them is pronoun. A Pronoun is a 

word used instead of noun (Hall, 1993). It means that the meaning of pronouns may 

substitute the name of person: I, you, he, and it may refer to a person or an object as 
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already named who, which, that (Hall, 1993). Pronoun is a word used to replace of a 

noun (Mcdougal, 1985). It means that pronoun helps a speaker or writer present ideas 

clearly and efficiently. They help to prevent unnecessary repetition.  

In junior high schools, Indonesian students apply grammar or structure in every 

assignment, but not all of the students can build structure well. Some of the students 

get difficulties in understanding and applying English structure.  

Based on the previous research conducted by Khodijah (2006),”Error Analysis 

of students’ Test Result On Personal Pronouns of MTs Nurul Faaalah Gunung Sindur 

Bogor” she found that most of the students did not understand about the form and 

function of personal pronouns. The data told the readers that students’ errors in using 

personal pronouns was 52.65%, it means that students’ correct answers in using 

personal pronouns was less than 50%. It happened because the change of personal 

pronouns forms, like subject pronouns to object pronouns and possessive pronouns to 

possessive adjective. Besides, every personal pronouns had different position and 

function in sentences.  

From the statement above, it cannot be denied the fact that grammar usage 

especially for pronoun is important to learn because grammar is a set of rules to help 

people speaking and writing in English.   

Conducting a research is very essential to get accurate information about 

students’ errors in using pronoun. Khodijah research only discussed about personal 

pronouns. To collect the data, Khodijah used multiple choice tests, so even incapable 

students to choose the answer. That is the reason why the researcher is interested in 

investigating the students’ errors in using pronoun. The researcher not only focuses 
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on personal pronouns but also demonstrative pronouns, and interrogative pronouns. 

The researcher uses multiple choice tests, so the students can differentiate the use of 

personal pronouns, demonstrative pronouns, and interrogative pronouns. In short, by 

understanding and knowing the students’ errors, it is expected that the teacher can 

improve the teaching skill and overcome the errors which is done by the students. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

  Based on the background above the researcher formulated the statement 

problems as: 

1. What are the errors in using pronoun made by the first year students of MTs. 

Muhammadiyah I Malang? 

2. What are the dominant errors in using pronoun made by the first year students 

of MTs. Muhammadiyah I Malang? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of the problems above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To know the errors in using pronoun made by the first year students of MTs. 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

2. To know the dominant errors in using pronoun made by the first year students 

of MTs. Muhammadiyah I Malang. 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

The findings of this research hopefully give some feedbacks or inputs for 

teacher about the teaching of grammar, especially pronoun. By analyzing the 

students’ errors, the teacher will be able to detect the students’ difficulties in learning 

the target language. Besides, the students’ errors are considered as good feedback by 

language teachers since by analyzing errors, the teacher will recognize the learner’s 

problem: how far they have learnt and what remain for them to learn (Corder in 

Huda, 1999). For the students, hopefully the findings give knowledge about pronoun 

and help them in recognizing their own weakness and motivate them in improving 

their competence in using the target language, especially in using pronoun. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Scope of this study is only investigating students’ errors in using pronoun in the 

first year students of MTS Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. Limitation of this study is an 

error analysis of using pronouns especially personal pronoun, demonstrative pronoun, 

and interrogative pronoun. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Error  

 A noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of a native speaker reflects the 

competence of the learner (Brown, 2000). 
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Pronoun  

Pronoun is a word used to replace of a noun (Mcdougal, 1985). It means that 

pronoun helps a speaker or writer present ideas clearly and efficiently. 

 

 

 

 

 


