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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter the writer present about (1) Background of study, (2) 

Statement of problem, (3) Hypothesis, (4) Purpose of the Study, (5) Significance 

of study, (6) Scope and Limitation, (7) Definition of Key term. 

1.1  Background of Study 

Recently many people realize that English is very useful and important in 

daily and social activity. Many people need English to communicate with people 

in other countries, because English as international language used by most of 

countries. Besides, so many books written in English. There are, medical book, 

literature, education book and so on. They have to understand English first, before 

reading that book. People need English not only in their daily activity and social 

live, but also in education. 

In Indonesia, English is one of the subjects taught from elementary school 

to university. Moreover, English becomes major subject in teaching learning 

activity. In young learner the decree of minister of Education and Culture 

(R.I/No.0487/4/1992, Chapter VIII) stated that an elementary school may include 

extra lesson in its curriculum as long as they are not in contradiction with the 

objects of natural education. According to this policy, there is another decree 

(No.060/U/1993) stating that English can be introduced to the fourth grade 

students of elementary school. 
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Smith (1995, in Sabillah 2005) stated that the purposes of teaching a 

foreign language to young learners are wider than language to adult learners. 

English for young learners focused on making students smarter, mastering written 

and spoken subject communication as user of English in the future. However, 

students cannot accept many subject in studying English, because they start 

introduce English as second language.  

There are four basic skills in English. They are listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. Speaking is expression of someone and pronounces a word. Other 

skill is reading. Reading is a process of getting meaning, idea and message from 

the text. Whereas, writing is one of non verbal communications. It represents 

language in textual medium. The last basic skill is listening. Listening focuses on 

hearing to understand speaker mean. All of them are inter related and cannot be 

separated from each other. One skill is as important as the others. However, 

listening skill seems to be the one which is neglected by the teachers and also the 

learners. 

The goal of listening comprehension is to be able to understand oral 

communication at normal speech in understanding situation. Cahyono (1997: 15 

in Heri 2005) said that listening is one way to study a language. Different from 

hearing, in listening someone is not only hear something but also they do 

something process, they are receiving, attending, perceiving, assessing meaning 

and (perhaps) responding.  

Children spend their time in listening not only at home but also at school. 

Wailt (1950, in Rubin 1983) founded that elementary school students’ need listen 



3 

 

  

57.5 percent in their classroom and 54 percent in listen their teacher. In other 

hand, students still face difficulties in listening carefully and undrestanding what 

the speakers said. Teachers have to understand students’ difficuties and offer the 

suitable technique to decrease the difficulties. 

Teaching listening to young learners is not easy. Young learners usually 

easy to bored and difficult to listen to their teacher, because they like playing 

game and talk each other. Children like something new and intersting. 

Teacher must have many ideas to make listening class exciting and make 

students easy receiving the aim of the subject. One way to make students more 

interested is storytelling, it can be used to improve students listening ability. 

Children obviously like story. Wright (1995) said that story can motivate 

students, reach in language experience and unexpensive. They always ask to be 

told a story from their parents even the teacher. They have full attention and listen 

carefully to the teacher. 

Sabillah (2005) stated thet stoytelling is different with reading story. In 

storytelling teacher can do without any book but can adapt the students language 

level. Teachers tell the story with gesture, facial expresion and eye contact. 

Forest (2001) stated taht storytelling to young learners is entertaining and 

amusing. The art of storytelling can be enjoyable tool for practicing listening and 

verbal expresion. Since, storytelling is one of the appropriate ways to mastering 

listening ability for young learners.  

From the stetement above, the writer assume that storytelling is one of the 

ways to make young learners more active, fun and enjoy in class. Wulandari 
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(2006) founded that storytelling can improve students achievement in vocabulary. 

Besides, teaching vocabulary through storytelling give a better result to the young 

learner. Students can found some new word in storytelling. In this case, the writer 

focuses on fifth grade studnts of SDN Tlogomas 2. The importance of this study 

give contribute to the teacher as a model of teaching technique to teach English 

more  fun and enjoy but still give benefit for students. As we know that many 

students have mindset that English is one of the difficult subjects. 

 

1.2  Stetement of Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the problem that will be 

investigated in this study can be formulated as follow: “ Does storytelling improve 

students acheivemenet in listening ability at fifth grade students as SDN 

Tlogomas 2?” 

 

1.3 Hypothesis 

The hypothesis of this study is prediction on the experimental research 

between independent variable and dependent variable. Based on the theory, the 

writer formulated the hypothesis “Teaching listening uses storytelling improves 

students achivement in listening ability” 
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1.4 Purpose of Study 

From the stetement of problem, the writer states thet the purpose of this 

study is to know that teaching listening by using storytelling improves students 

achievement. 

 

1.5  Significance of the Study 

The writer expects this study may give any information about how to teach 

listening use storytelling in young learners. Besides, the writer hopes this study 

may give some contribution to the teacher in teaching listening to young learners, 

so students have a good achievement. In other hand, the writer hopes that this 

study can give some profit to herself and have much information about teaching 

listening using storytelling. 

 

1.6  Scope and Limitation 

Storytelling is one option to make young learners understand, clear and 

excited in studying listening. In storytelling, teacher can use gesture, eye contact 

and students experience to make them follow and understand the plot. Based on 

the statement above the writer focuses on the effectiveness of storytelling to 

improve students acheivenment in listening ability. 

The subject of this study is limited for the fifth grade’s students of SDN 

Tlogomas 2. The writer takes two clas, the one is experimental and the other is 

control class. 
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1.7 Definition Of Key Trem 

To make this study clear and do not cause misunderstanding, the writer 

explains some definition of keyterms as follos: 

1. Storytelling is activity of extend the words, images and sound. 

2. Listening is process getting the mean idea and message from a speaker. 

3. Young learners are children from five or six year old to eleven or twelve 

years. 

 

  

 

 

 

 


