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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses some topics related to the background of the study, 

statement of the problem, hypothesis, purpose of the study, significance of the 

study, scope and limitation, and definition of key term. 

1.1 Background of the study 

English is one of the international languages used for communication. It 

means that nowadays English has been already used by many people around the 

world includeing Indonesia. As the result, English language has been taught in 

Indonesia starting from elementary school up to university. English has four basic 

skills that should be learned by the students, namely: reading, writing, listening, 

and speaking. Among those four skills, speaking is the most important skill that 

should be mastered by the student because we have entered globalization 

information and free market era. In many contexts, speaking is the skill upon 

which a person is judgment at face value. In other world, people may often  about 

our language competence from our speaking rather than from any of the other 

language skill (Mc Donough and shaw 2003:133), It is because in speaking the 

students are required to be able to use verbal language to communicate with 

others (Futcher,2003:23). 

However, some students in junior high school still get difficulty in 

learning speaking. According to Burn and Joyce (1999), the problems are caused 

by difficulties in transfering  the learner’s first language to the sounds, rhythm, 

and stress pattern in English. Further, they also identify psychological and 

affective factors which make students get  difficulties to speaking in class such as 
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lack of motivation, anxiety and shyness in class. Some of them do not have high 

confidence to speak in front of the class or to use English as the way to 

communicate with others. It seems that they are afraid of making mistakes. Based 

on the observation done in SMP Dharusholikin Batu it was identified that students 

were unmotivated in speaking activities. The students kepts silent most  of the 

time and they did not want to try to answer in English. As a result, the students 

tend to be passive in the classroom, especially in the speaking class activities 

 O’melley and Piere (1999) state that to enable students to communicate 

effectively through oral language is one of major responsibilities of any language 

teachers with English learners. Further, it was explained that to help the students 

ease their process of developing their speaking performance, the teacher should be 

creative in creating the lesson that will be taught. By doing this, the students 

would not easily get bored with the same material all the time. All of this is 

important to be done by the teacher since teacher is as primary figure in the 

classroom have to put much more efforts in raising the student’s motivation and 

interest in class.  

To overcame this problem, a teacher should consider what strategy can be 

applied so that the students will be motivated and interested in teaching and 

learning process.  One alternative strategy that could be used to overcome this 

problem is by using strip story technique. In this technique, the teacher creates an 

opportunity for the students to practice English within certain situation through 

real communication activities. According Diane (2000:134) strip story is one kind 

of activity which uses a group learning approach and  ensures real 

communication. Strip story is an adaption of scrambled story exercise in which 
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each student is given one sentence of a story or anecdote at random; the students 

are numbered and the story must be reassembled strictly through verbal 

interaction. The point of this activity is that the students try to reassemble the 

sentences into a complete story through verbal interaction. Since in strip story 

each student has an oppurtunity to speak, hopefully this activity could help them 

to increase their ability in speaking. 

Fanny (2008:41) in her thesis untitled Using Strip Stoty in Teaching 

Speaking, found  that  strip story technique use in speaking class had brought a 

good impact studets speaking ability. The students started to speak more bravely  

without feeling shy anymore. They also get high motivation and more interest in 

speaking class. 

 This research is conducted for second grade of junior high school students 

with the assumption that they have already learn English in junior high school for 

3 years so that they are able enough to use English.The researcher assumes that 

strip story can overcome speaking problems in this school so that it motivates the 

researcher to do a research in order to know the effect of using strip story in 

improving students speaking ability at SMP Darush Sholihin Batu.  

1.2 Statement of the problem 

 Based on the background of the study above, the researcher formulates the 

research question as follows: 

Do the uses of strip story improve significantly to the students’ speaking 

ability of eight grade students at SMP Darush Sholihin Batu?  
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1.3 Purpose of the study 

 This study attempts to find out whether or not strip story improve students’ 

speaking ability of eight grade students at SMP Darush Sholihin Batu. 

1.4 Hypothesis 

Hi. Using strip story can improve student’s speaking ability at SMP Darush 

Sholihin Batu. 

Ho. Using strip story can not improve student’s speaking ability at SMP 

Darush Sholihin Batu.  

1.5 Significance of the study 

 The significance of the study is intended to the teacher and the students. 

The result of the study contributes to help the teacher raise the student’s 

motivation and interest in speaking class. This study also gives significance 

contribution to the students to make them more interested and motivated in 

speaking class. 

1.6 Scope and limitation 

 This study is focused on the effect of using strip story to improve students’ 

speaking ability. While for the limitation, the writer limits this study for 

second grade students at SMP Darush Sholihin Batu.  

1.7 Definition of key terms  

a. Strip story is a variation of jigsaw technique in which each student is 

given one sentence of a story at random, the sentences are numbered 

and the story must be rearranged through verbal interaction (Diane, 

2000:134). In this research strip story means the group activity which 

the students try to reassemble the sentence into a complete story 
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through verbal interaction and each student has an oppurtunity to speak 

in speaking class.  

b. Speaking is the skill upon which a person is judgment at face value. In 

other world, people may often about our language competence from 

our speaking rather than from any of the other language skill (Mc 

Donough and shaw 2003:133). In this research speaking means  one of 

the English skills that has to be learned by the students because the aim 

of learning a foreign language is to use language in the real 

communication.  

c. speaking ability is the quality of being able to perform; a quality that 

permits or facilitates achievment or accomplishment 

(http://dictionary.sensagent.com/speakingability/en-en/). In this research 

speaking ability means the score of the students in speaking class. 
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