
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses the reasons of the study included background of the study, research 

problem, objective of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

the terms.

I.I. Background of the Study

In Indonesia, English is the first foreign language that should be taught at school. It becomes 

a compulsory subject due to the fact that English plays an important role in our society. The general 

objective  of  English  teaching  as  a  foreign  language  in  Indonesia  is  to  enable  the  students  to 

understand the language correctly. Based on the National Education Ministry (2006, in Cahyono 

2009) English is included in the English Curriculum for secondary school. Writing  as  one  of 

the  language  skills  is  not  acquired  naturally.  Writing  is  considered  as  the  most  difficult  and 

complicated language skill to be learned compared to other language skills. Writing is considered as 

a complex process. Therefore, it  is easy for students to become entangled in many complicated 

issues all at once; idea generation, word choice, finding a voice, organization, spelling, grammar, 

etc which made writing difficult (Christenson, 2002). Rahma (2008:57) also adds that writing is a 

mechanic  and  formulaic  activity.  Few people  focus  on  local  problems,  such  as  correctness  of 

spelling, vocabulary, and sentence structure when they are writing. With the complexity of writing, 

there are some problems which are faced by students of SMP N 2 Batu. From the preliminary study 

done by the researcher, it was found that some students find difficulties of finding a topic to write. 

Therefore, they do not know what to write. Second, the researcher also found that the strategies 

used in teaching and learning process are not varied and not interesting. Even, the teacher only gave 

fewer portions in writing activity.

Writing is not just a constructing grammatical correct sentences and using correct spelling 



and punctuations. Writing is also a way of finding out what one knows about topic. That is why the 

first step of writing is getting ideas to write. It needs to be more attention to. If in this step students 

still have problems, they cannot go further to the next steps of writing process. Cox (1998) suggests 

to gain confidence in writing, students must be allowed to explore ideas through writing freely to 

discover  for  themselves  how  the  process  work  rather  than  follow  a  daily  writing  schedule 

established by the teacher in the classroom. Therefore, teachers should allow students the freedom 

to write as much as they want at home in any convenience time.

Consequently,  teachers  need  to  improve  their  strategy  in  teaching  writing  to  motivate 

students to write. They should give enough opportunities for students to write. Harmer (2004) also 

adds that students’ reluctance to write can also because they rarely write even in their own language 

and so the activity feels strange. With students like this who lack familiarity or confidence with 

writing, teachers need to spend time building the writing habit. This will involve choosing the right 

kinds of activity with appropriate levels of challenge. 

Dealing with explanation above, journal can be an alternative teaching writing strategy to 

improve students’ writing ability. According to Silberman (1996) journal is a strategy which is used 

in independent learning where the learning activities are performed by students individually and 

privately.  Introducing journal writing with enthusiasm and emphasizing the pleasure of writing as a 

form of  communication  is  the basic  foundation  of  the teaching writing that  produces  students’ 

writing consistently over along period of time (Quirke, 2000). By writing journals, the students are 

also expected to express what they want to express freely without worrying about writing technique. 

Christenson (2002) suggests journal as a prewriting strategy to generate ideas. Journals encourage 

young authors to reflect on their daily experiences and become more aware of what is happening in 

their life.

The advantages of response journal explained by Capacchione (1989) are to express feeling 

and thought, feel comfortable in writing, acquire the habit of self-reaction and self-expression, learn 

experience  in  words,  become  more  observant  of  themselves  and  others,  fortes  a  positive  self 



concept,  exercise  imagination  and  innate  talent,  enrich  language  and  art  skill  trough  regular 

practice, develop a greater self responsibility, used both virtual and verbal process (right and left  

brain). For that reason, response journal writing can be an alternative teaching technique in writing 

class.

Moreover,  response  journal  writing  also  provides  numerous  opportunities  to  see  the 

students’ growth in writing ability.  To see the students’ improvement in writing their  journal,  a 

teacher can keep the observation on the improvements or variations in each student’s writing ability. 

Therefore, writing assessment is not only looked from the product but also from the process when 

they write their journals both at home and at school. Zainuddin (2004) adds that giving feedback to 

students’ writing will improve their writing skill. Yet in response journal writing, teachers should 

avoid looking at work through the eyes of a red pen. It will make students thought that their writing  

will be corrected in terms of the mechanism of writing.

With the issues presented above, it is necessary to conduct a study related to the use of 

response journal writing to improve students’ writing ability at the junior high school level.

I.2. Statement Problem

In the line with the background of the study, the research problem can be formulated as 

follows: “Does response journal writing strategy improve students’ writing ability at the second 

year of SMP Negeri 2 Batu?”

I.3. Hypothesis

In order  to give tentative answer of  the result  problem, the hypothesis  is  formulated as 

follows:

o Null  Hypothesis  (Ho):  Employing  response  journal  writing  strategy  does  not  improve 

students’ writing ability.

o Alternative  Hypothesis  (Hi):  Employing  response  journal  writing  strategy  improves 



students’ writing ability. 

I.4. Objective of the Study

In accordance with the statement of the problem, this study will be directed to find out  

whether response journal writing strategy can improve students’ writing ability at second year of 

SMP Negeri 2 Batu.

I.5. Significance of the Study

The result of the study can be meaningful for the teachers, students and other researchers. 

For the English teacher at SMP N 2 Batu where the study is conducted, the reflection of this study 

research can solve their teaching problems. In addition, they can obtain a research feedback for their 

English teaching technique. In this case, they may develop other teaching techniques to make his 

teaching more effective and enjoyable. For others English teachers in the junior high school setting, 

the finding of this research can be taken as consideration that it is necessary to employ response 

journal writing strategy to improve students’ writing skills. 

The students  also get  benefit  from the finding of  this  research.  By employing response 

journal writing, they can improve their writing skills, especially in getting ideas easily, being more 

confident in writing and improving their motivation to write.

Finally, for other researchers, the finding of this research can be useful since it can be used 

as recent data and valuable source to conduct further research of the same aspect of study.

I.6. Scope and Limitation

The scope of this study is to find out how response journal writing can improve students’ 

writing ability at  second year of SMP Negeri 2 Batu.  This study is limited on the second year 

students of SMP Negeri 2 Batu. 



I.7. Definition of Key Terms

o Response Journal writing is a personal note which is used by students to keep record of 

their personal reaction to, question about and reflection on what they read, view, write or 

listen to (Cooper, 2000).

Response journal writing in this  study means writing where students’ respond to 

literature by recording their thoughts, feelings, reactions, and questions after reading a book, 

listening a story and watching movie. 

o Learning Strategy is any sets of operations, steps, plans, routines used by the learner to 

facilitate the obtaining, storage, retrieval, and use of information (Hismanoglu, 1997).

Learning strategy in this study means a strategy which is used by the students’ of 

SMP Negeri  2  Batu  to  help  them understand,  learn,  or  remember  new information  and 

material given by the teacher, easily.

o Writing ability is the ability of communicating a message, sharing information or ideas in a 

written form (Spratt, 2005).

Writing ability in this study refers to the first year students’ of SMP Negeri 2 Batu 

ability in writing sentences or a simple descriptive or narrative paragraph as their responses 

in the form of stories, statements, questions or whatever they want to write as long as it was 

related to the story they have read or movie they have watched.


