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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter I of this study contains the following sections; background of the 

study, statement of problem, hypothesis, purpose of the study, significances of the 

study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. Each section is presented as 

follows: 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Study concerning to correlation among four language skills (speaking, 

writing, listening, and reading) has been interesting object on much research 

especially on listening and reading which are widely accepted as receptive skills in 

communication. Comprehension and interpretation are essential parts in both skills. 

Petty and Jensen stated that individuals receive verbal communication by listening 

and reading. Both activities require the perception, identification, and interpretation 

of language symbols and reaction to achieve understanding (1980: 169). 

Nevertheless, we are not able to reject that listening and reading are quite 

different. Comprehending the information from sound and graphic form is not the 

same. In listening, when we watch the news from television or speech, if we miss the 

information they deliver out, we cannot repeat it. Different from reading, when we do 

not understand what information given in the newspaper, journal, article, book and 

other print out form, we can reread it many times until we get the point. The similar 

argument is revealed by Roe and Ross (2006: 19): 
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Listening may require more intense concentration than reading because it is 

usually not possible to go back and relisten to the exact words again, even if 

the speaker tries to repeat them. (This, of course, is not the case if the 

discourse is recorded.) A reader can reread at will. The listener is also not in 

control of the rate of presentation and may miss information that is presented 

too rapidly to absorb. The reader can set her own pace, depending on the 

purpose for the reading.  

 

Furthermore, each person has different ability in mastering language skill, 

especially on listening and reading. Some people may be good on listening but poor 

on reading, and so do the contrary. This statement resembles to Petty and Jensen 

(1980: 89), “Children demonstrate different degrees of language ability in different 

communication tasks. Some are good talkers but poor listeners; others appear to be 

good listeners but do not express ideas well.” 

Neville (in Anderson and Lynch) found on a large scale first language (L1) 

survey of 6000 school children, at ages 8,11, and 13 their scores were highly 

correlated: good listeners were usually good readers and poor listener were generally 

poor readers (1988: 18). 

However, Markert (1974) research revealed that listening comprehension was 

found to be significantly higher than reading comprehension on the second grade 

level. 

Brown and Hayes (in Anderson and Lynch) stated that the relationship held 

in general, but that one sub-group of the second language (L2) learners they tested – 

Japanese learners of English- tended to perform better at reading than listening (1980: 

18). 

Based on some result of studies above, it can be inferred that Neville result is 

not able to be accepted at once. Market, Brown and Hayes have broken his result that 

http://www.education.com/topic/study-help-language/?__module=DeepLink&hit&id=1233?__module=DeepLink&hit&id=1233
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different subject will attend different result. Likewise L1 learners will have different 

English ability to L2 or FL (foreign language) learners. 

As the English foreign learners (EFL), Indonesian college students are 

considered to have a good ability on mastering English skills (speaking, writing, 

listening, and reading). They have already learned English since in Elementary school 

because it is as compulsory subject. However, most students of English department in 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang consider that reading comprehension become 

the most difficult skill. It is stated on Farimawati result study (2004) that the mean 

scores of reading comprehension and vocabulary in TOEFL by third semester 

students are lower than structure and written expression and listening comprehension. 

 Hence, the researcher wants to know how listening ability and reading ability 

of fourth semester students of English department students in University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang correlate each other. 

   

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

In referring to the background of study above, the problem of the study is 

formulated as: 

Is there any correlation between listening ability and reading ability of fourth 

semester students of English department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang ? 
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1.3 Hypothesis 

In this study, the researcher states the hypothesis as follows: 

Hi : There is positive correlation between listening ability and reading ability of 

fourth semester students of English department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang.  

Ho : There is no positive correlation between listening ability and reading ability 

of fourth semester students of English department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 

1.4 Purpose of the Study 

Regarding to the statement of problem, the purpose of this study is to know 

whether listening ability has positive correlation with reading ability of fourth 

semester students of English department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study  

The result of this study is expected to give the following feedback to: 

1. The Students 

The result of this study can be used as information about the correlation 

between listening ability and reading ability so that the students can identify their 

problems in both of skills. Furthermore, they can motivate to increase their ability 

in both listening and reading. 
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2. The Teachers 

By knowing the ability of students in both listening and reading and how 

they correlate, hopefully this study can give contribution for the teachers, and they 

will find good solutions to increase the students’ listening and reading abilities. So 

the objective of both skills can be achieved maximally. 

 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

This study is focused on the correlation between students’ listening ability and 

students’ reading ability. The limitation of this study is fourth semester students of 

English department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 

1.7  Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid uncertain meanings affected by synonymous concept related 

to the study, some important definitions in this research are clarified as follows: 

1. Correlation   : A technique for determining the co-variation between sets of 

scores; paired scores may vary directly (increase or decrease 

together) or vary inversely (as one increases, the other 

decreases) (Ary, 2002: 557). In this study, correlation refers 

to determine and pair scores between listening and reading 

to know how both are connected or related each other either 

directly or inversely.  

2. Listening ability  : Petty and Jensen (1980: 181) defined listening as the process 

of becoming aware of the sound components and 
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recognizing these components in sequences that have 

meaning.  In this study, listening ability concerns to skill or 

capability on hearing and comprehending sounds. 

3. Reading ability :  Urquhart and Weir (1998: 22) defined reading as the 

process of receiving and interpreting information encoded in 

language form via the medium of print. In this study, 

reading ability is the capability on catching and 

comprehending the information in the written form visually. 

 


