
1

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Chapter I of this thesis presents such topics as: background of study, statement

of problem, purpose of the study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and

definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows

1.1 Background of Study

     Literature can be defined as a work or an art activity which has a correlation

with expression and creation. According to Kennedy (1983: v), “literature is a kind of

art, usually written, that offers pleasure and illumination”. That’s why it is hard to

make the limitation of it because it involves feelings, expressions, emotions, ideas,

thoughts, and spirits of human being.

 Furthermore, the importance of reading literature is to make people realize the

meaning of life, get the beautification instinct, deep comprehension of what people

learn and also help the reader to be a cultured man. By reading a novel, the readers

can get a better insight happened in human’s experience, thought, and idea. These

things enable them to know the way to handle difficult situations happened in their

daily life.

 One of literary works that can express these values is novel. Macmillan has

stated, “Novel is an extended fictional prose narrative (1984: 579). Furthermore,

Kennedy has stated, “A novel is a book-length story in prose, whose author tries to
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create the sense that, while we read, we experience actual life”.(1983:180). From

those definitions, it can be concluded that novel is a long prose fiction about real life.

In this study, the writer is interested in studying protecting The Priory of Sion’s

dogmas in the novel “The Da Vinci Code” written by Dan Brown. According to

Picknett and Prince (1996:18),

        The Priory of Sion, sometimes known as the Order of Sion or the Order of Our
Lady of Sion as well as by other subsidiary titles, claims to have been founded
in 1099, during the First Crusade—and even then this was just a matter of
formalizing a group whose guardianship of this explosive knowledge already
went back much further.

From that explanation, it can be concluded that The Priory of Sion is a guardian

of a great secret from the ancient time. A very great secret which can shake the

foundation of the Church. The secret itself is revealed in the novel “The Da Vinci

Code” which is known as The Holy Grail and it makes worry the Church. The Church

has been trying to take the secret for centuries by using everything needed. That’s

why The Priory of Sion’s grandmasters used some codes and clues in form enigmas

to protect the secret.

According to Grolier (1974:45),”In the 16th century, codes and chipper were very

popular among scientists. They wrote their messages to each other in code so that no

one else could learn their secrets”. The Priory of Sion’s grandmasters, most of them

were scientist. According to Picknett and Prince:

Nicolas Flamel, Grand Master from 1398 to 1418, was a master alchemist,
Robert Fludd (1595-1637) was a Rosicrucian, and, nearer our own time, Charles
Nodier (Grand Master from 1801-44) was a major influence behind the modern
occult revival. Even Sir Isaac Newton (Grand Master 1691-1727), who is best
known today as a scientist and mathematician, was a devoted alchemist and
hermeticist (1996:21).
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Based on those two explanations, it can be concluded that there are only the members

of The Priory of Sion that can read the codes made by their grandmaster. The Priory

of Sion uses this way to protect its dogmas because it does not want to face with great

power of the Church.

Based on the explanation above, the writer focuses the novel only on analyzing

the problems under the title: “An Analysis of Protecting Priory of Sion’s Dogmas in

the Novel “The Da Vinci Code” Written by Dan Brown”

1.2 Statement of the Problems

In this study, the writer has three problems that are going to be answered. They

are as follows:

a. What are The Priory of Sion’s dogmas in the novel “The Da Vinci Code”

written by Dan Brown?

b. Why does The Priory of Sion protect their dogmas in the novel “The Da

Vinci Code” written by Dan Brown?

c. How does The Priory of Sion protect their dogmas in the novel “The Da

Vinci Code” written by Dan Brown?

1.3 Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study is directly related to the problems of the study. The

purposes of the study are as follows:

1. To describe The Priory of Sion’s dogmas found in the novel “The Da Vinci

Code” written by Dan Brown.
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2. To explain The Priory of Sion’s reasons in protecting its dogmas found in

the novel “The Da Vinci Code” written by Dan Brown.

3. To find out The Priory of Sion’s ways to protect their dogmas found in the

novel “The Da Vinci Code” written by Dan Brown.

1.4 Significance of the Study

From this study, the writer expects that this study will give some information

about a literary work and give motivation to the students to increase their knowledge

and ability about literature, especially novel as one of literary works. The writer also

expects this study will encourage the students to learn more about literature in order

to make them become the cultured man.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

The scope of this study is The Priory of Sion’s dogmas. There are two different

dogmas which are found in the novel. They are The Church’s dogmas and The Priory

of Sion’s dogmas but the writer gives the limitation of this study only on why and

how The Priory of Sion protects its dogmas in “The Da Vinci Code” novel written by

Dan Brown.

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms

In order to avoid misinterpretation, it is necessary to give definition of the key

terms as follows:

1. The Priory of Sion sometimes known as the Order of Sion or the Order of

Our Lady of Sion as well as by other subsidiary titles, claims to have been



5

founded in 1099, during the First Crusade—and even then this was just a

matter of formalizing a group whose guardianship of this explosive

knowledge already went back much further (Picknett and Prince (1996))

2. “The Da Vinci Code” is the title of the novel that will be analyzed by the

writer.

3. Dan Brown is the author of  “The Da Vinci Code”

4. Dogma According to Eliade (1993 : 390)

“This magisterial definition, as it was given by the First Vatican Council,
has the following antecedents: (1) the ancient philosophical (Platonic-Stoic)
use the word dogma to designate that which seems right to all, as opinion or
teaching, as foundation or decision, as decree or edict, as a rational
judgment that is identical to a moral decision, or as a decree of a legitimate
authority; (2) the New Testament use, in which Old Testament law is said to
be the dogma of God and the decision of the apostolic council are
designated as dogma in Acts 16:4; (3) the patristic and medieval
transmission of both these strains, the dogma of God in distinction to the
teachings of human being or of the philosophers.”


