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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter the writer wants to describe six points, they are; background of 

study, statement of problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation, and definition of key term. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

In the globalization era, a proper mastery of English as the most widely used 

language of communication is very crucial matter because it is used not only as a 

means of enhancing international relationship, but also absorbing the development of 

advanced science, culture, and art (Samsuri, 1987). In Indonesia, English is the first 

foreign language that learns at school. They learn English to get more knowledge and 

information in English. 

Unfortunately, English language is considered ineffective and still unable to 

make the students’ active communication. They feel that English is so difficult to 

learn the similarity of words; they do not want to learn English more, because when 

they learn they do not understand the meaning of what they read. Therefore, the 

students must be enriching their stock vocabulary (Napa, 1997). This is very 

important for the students’ to increase their development and success. Then, it happen 

on students in the Harvard English course at Pare-Kediri still find difficulties in 

determining the synonym of words and most of them are not able to do it.  
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Probably, these problems were caused by students’ lack of vocabulary English 

synonym in reading. Because of this problem, the teacher used some techniques in 

developing students’ vocabulary. The teacher asked them to find word synonyms and 

memories new vocabularies that they found. At the same time, the writer found that 

those students failed to do the test items since many test items were unanswered 

correctly. 

In this case, the writer chooses English synonym as the medium of wide 

reading because it has some advantages. First, in the speaking and writing, they are 

able to choose of word that suitable with context. Then, usage word synonyms in 

speaking and writing will make the sentence various. Next, synonym also helps the 

speaker communication to avoid monotonous expressions when the students’ speech 

and the usage of synonym would help to make sharp and concise differences of the 

word meaning. Finally, study of synonym will help the reader to come and closer to 

say what they really want to say.  

Based on the cases above, it can be stated that the basic problem is on English 

synonym in reading. Then, the writer interest to conduct a research about “An 

Analysis of the Students’ Ability on English Synonym in Reading Paragraph at 

Harvard English Course Pare-Kediri”.  
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1.2 Statements of problem 

Based on the background study, which has been elaborated above, the 

problem is 

How is the students’ ability on English synonym in reading paragraph at Harvard 

English Course Pare-Kediri? 

1.3 Purpose of Study  

In line with the research questions, the objective of this study is: 

To find out the students’ ability on English synonym in reading paragraph at 

Harvard English Course Pare-Kediri. 

1.4 The Significance of the study 

This study is expected to give contribution to English teachers or lectures, 

English students and researchers. For the lecturers, the result of this study will give 

further information about the students’ ability and the students’ problem in using 

English synonym in reading paragraph and it gives them feedback to improve their 

teaching material. Then, for the students, this study will help them know their 

problem in the process of learning and it will motivate them to study hard to improve 

their ability. In addition, for the researcher, it will give important information about 

the students’ ability and the students’ problem of English synonym in reading 

paragraph at Harvard English course in Pare-Kediri.  
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1.5 Scope and limitation 

 The scope of this study is related to investigate the students’ ability and the 

students’ problem on English synonym in reading paragraph at Harvard English 

Course Pare-Kediri. Meanwhile, this study only limited the students’ ability on 

English synonym in reading paragraph at Harvard English Course Pare-Kediri, 

especially English synonym of verb, synonym noun and synonym of adjective. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Term 

To avoid making mistakes and misunderstanding terms content in this study, 

some definition of key terms used in this study are given below: 

1.5.1    Students’ Ability 

Students’ ability refers to the students’ mental or physical capacity, power or 

skill to do something. (Oxford, 1995). Furthermore, student’s ability is an important 

part of personality that shows what they thing that can be done by individual. In this 

case, each the students’ has different ability to express his or her competence and 

performance.  Like how the students understand English synonym in reading 

paragraph. 

1.5.2 Synonym 

Synonym is the word the same meaning in word, phrase or idiom and in the 

sentence (Arief et al, 2004). So, synonym is defined as a word having a similar 

meaning with another word in the same language. In this study, types of the 

synonyms are synonym of noun, verb and adjective from English to English. 
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1.5.3  Reading 

Reading is important activity for the students to get information and try to 

understand the material (Kirn et al, 1990). In this case, reading is students’ activities 

to understand the difficult words in the text and find out the similar words. 

1.6.4    Paragraph 

Paragraph is a group of sentences (Mikeley and Jeffries, 1998: 85). In this 

statement, paragraph is a basic unit of organization in reading in which a group of 

related sentence develops on main idea and each paragraph give contribution or 

information to develop one idea 

1.6.5 Harvard English Course 

Harvard English course is a public English course, which is located in Pare 

village, as one of suburb areas in Kediri. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


